
TuE CHiAitGE 0F RAPE.

reputation is at tlie mercy of any weoman, and
it is difficult to sec what remedy can be ob-
tained se long as the weaker-vessel theory
maintains. But once establisi ivomnan's riglit
to be treated as the equal of man, and it nîight
perhaps cease to be considered unchivalreus
to test lier statemients by the ordinary rules
of evidence. Indeed we niiglit theri have half
a dozen ladies in the jury-box as ready, in
cases of improper condact between the sexes,
te ccnvict tlic woman as maie jurors are te
convict the man. What unprotected maie
%vill net vote fer femhale enfranchisernent if it
is te usher in such a golden age as this ?

Quite recently there have been flirce a%-
tounding convictions flor rape, in ail of which
public opinion pronouncedl fiatiy against the
verdict of the jury. In tflifrst, it wvas clear
that an iniproper intimacy already existed bc-
tween the plairitiWf and the accused, and slie
had apparentiy brouglit thec charge in order
te screen hierseif from the coinsequences of his
being discovered in lier bedreoom. The alleged
assault took place without awakening children
whe were sleeping in the same reoin. Iu the
second case, an impreper intirnacy liad ise
existed betwecn the parties, tbough tlie we-
man's motive for bringing the cliv -c was net
se cicar. H-er stery, however, was even more
extraordinary. According te lier ewn account,
she kept in lier hand, throughout thc assault,
a jug which she lad gene te fill. If was im-
possible te save lier lionour without breaking
theojug or spilling its contents. The diloninia
illustrated apfly enougîr the point of Pepe's
satirical fears as to

Whother tho nynipb should break Diana's iaw,
Or sorne frail China jug recoive a tixw.

Tue jury's verdict pronounccd the wioman a
licroinc for sacrificing lier honour and saving
the jug. The tlîird case lias just occurred at
Reading' and, if possible, involves a more ab-
surd and nionstrous iniscarriage ofjustice flian
did ciflior of tlie other twe. The prosecutrix,
a Miss Partridge, twenty-ene years old, and
representcd as a young lady of Ilprepossessing
appeira.nce," advcrtises for a situation as gev-
erness or Illady-heuisekeepcr." Tue prisoner,
a shopkeeper named. Teemer, answers her ad-
vertisement, stating fIat lie has a daugliter
thirteen years or whom lie wislîes te be
taught mnusic, an, .nat there are ladies iedging-
in bis lbeuse wlîom Miss Partrid-e %would have
as coinpanions. Ife r-quests that a photograpli
of the adrertiser nîay be sent lîim, and tIe
photegrapi, preving satisfactory, an arrange-
ment iS concluded, and she cernes te bis lbeuse.
She fliere finds neitl'er dauglter nor lady-
iodgers, but only twe female servant,-, eue of
whîom slîortiy beaves. Everytlîing seeins te
go on quietiy enough rer a fortnighit or flore-
abouts, but 31r. Tomier thîcu suddcnly begins
te make love, tailk about marrnage, and k-iss
lier, IIcontrary te bier wvisb." On the follew-
ing n iglît be puslies bier inte bis bedreoom, and
&Lafter a C)nighf.iong striiggle," se quictly car-
ricd on that it dees net wake flue servant in

flic next reoom, cozmnits the effeuce wiflî wlîich
hoe is clîarged. S'le does nef, howcvci-, return
te ber own rooni, but next morning lias lier
breakfast brouglit up te lier in flic prisoner' s
bcd. lie appears se "penitent" in the t-vert-
ing that, aitheugli she lias been on tlic peint
of packing up lier fhings te leave bis bouse,
and hias even written part of a letter home,
suie not eniy consents te remain, but stili con-
tinues te takie ber nieals witb flic priscener,
and gees eut for long walks witli hum, a-, ami-
cably as if the littie difference between therti
wcre only an excuse fer a reneival of love. Two
or flirce niglits afterwards, lier bedroomn doer
being left open oui acceunt of the lent, anoflier
night-long struggle ensues îvith tIe saie re-
suifs, and conducfed in tue saine noiscless
fashien. Next day the prosecutrix charges
the prisener with rape, and hast week tIe J ury,
aftcr five heurs' deliberation, brouglit in a ver-
dict of ",guilty;" wliereupen tlie Judge, a-, if
ta create a sensation and draw public attention
te the caise, seuteuced liii te penal servitude
for fifteen years.

We ay infomrn our readers that we have
carefully excluded frein our version of tItis
extraordinary sfery certain statements Nyliil
teld licavily.-igaiisf flhc prosecufrix, but ijl
may possibly net be truc, and wbich sîe lier-
self would probably deny. The 2'imc.e, for
instance, ir summiarising thc story, seciîis te
acceptas ascertaincd facts tbat the prosecu trix
dcharcd fIat slic was rcady te reumain witli
Mr. Tomier if lic gave hier twcnty pounds, and
tliaf suic dcclincd the servanf's offier te share
ber bcd. But, se far as îs-e n make eut,
bofli tiiese facts rest entirely on tue assertion
of Mr. Toonîer's servant; and, aitheugli tht-y
arc by ne means in theinselves improbable,
nor eut of kecping witi flic rest effihe evi-
dence, still it is only fair te remnîciber fliat
Mr-. Toemner's servant had, as sucli, an iutcresf
in exfenutain- flic charge brouglît nainst
lin. But if Nve strictly confine eurs.elvcs te
flic facts admitted, or rather volunteereci, by
ftic prosecutrix lîcrself, there is still evidence
ertougli te refute ton turnes over the charge slue
brou.glît. We have sirnpiy te take flic tr-c
fiîcts-tbat sIc stoppcd in Mr. Toomer'sý bouse
aff or discevering tInt lus story about lus
daugîter and tlie lady-iedgcrs ias a fabrica-
tien, and fIat shc wa9-s to takec lier iitials and
ýspend the evcning witlî humn alene; titat .sluc
remnincd wifh lin, ort fricudiy ternis, affer
lie lad cemmifted tflifrst assaulf; aud tliat,
althliugh she kticîr by experience luis charac-
ter and lier eovn dcfcuceless position, çhe de-
liberately cxpoed lieu-self fo another assnlf
by lcaving open hier bodrooin deer. Anud w-e
must lioue mention araotlîr nmest inmportant
peint in flic cudencc-namely, thnt flic te.sti.
nîeny of flic medical mocn iras strongly ini ii-
vour of flic accuiscd. Iliat, iii tI hc îteOf th -e
façfs-waiving- all oflîcu par-, ef tlî cvidence-
tveive mon takien at randema frein tIe saine
portiu,.i of flic ce:nniiiity, and nef speciai)y
selclc frein an idiot a.syluîm, ceuuld fmmîd
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