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vigion of the California 1>enal. Code, a critninal statute is to bc
"construed according to tiie fair imnport of the terna, and %with a

view to effect its object;" and, by the provisions of the Code of
Civil Procedure of California; the court is prohibited f rom
reading into the statute language or Nwords not incorporated
therein.

5. Hlistory and import of sa. 619 and 640. Tb'sections of
the California Penal Gode were both ezxacted on February 14,

1872, and were both aineiided into their present forrn and pro-
visions on March 21, 1905. When these sections were originally

enacteti they related soIely to a mode of telegraphy and to a
miessage which depended upon cndcio ' that is. upon the

conveýyautce of an electrie eurrent hy an mnbroken !netallie Nvire

suspended or laid between two stations. As a miater of fact

no other method of telegraphy was at that time known, or put
into practice for more than a qunarter of a century thereafter.

These statutes having been enacted hefore such a thixîg ag s e

leus telegraphy,'' or a ''wireless4 miessage,'' 'as kuiow-otr evexi

dreamied of, unless it niay have beeîî in the privac:y of the labora-

tory, by an eminent scientist bere and there over the world-the

courts, and offlcers of the judlicial departirient. cannot presuine

that there was an intention on the part of the legisiature to

include Nwithin the prohibition and puinishî:,e7nt provided ini tie-se

section4 a thing not known and net iii exiiiiemeP nt that tiine-n

'4ýireless message.'' Telephones m-ere flot knowii at the time

these sections were originally eîncted; and it has always been

ûonceded. on ail banda. in California, as far a.4 the criainal Iaws

of the state are coneerned (whatever moy be tbe rule as to civil

statutes), that telephony and telephoniv messages were not Cia-

braeed within the provisions of the original sections. As a

matter of fact, these Rections were amended on March 21, 1905,

into their present farni for the express purpose of mnaking thein

cover telephony and telephonie messages. The aniendnîent to s.

619 consista uimply ir *-he insertion of the words "or telephonie"

after the word " telegraphie, " and before the word " message"

and the ainendmnent to s. 640 consista simply in the insertion of


