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TUiE OFFICE, 0F CoýUNTY JUDGE IN ON-TÂlUio--THE LÂw EESPECTING BAIL.

MIMCELLÂNEOUS DUTIES.

The duties of a general character not
appearing to fail aptly under any of the
foregoing heads, are found all over the
statute book, and embrace a variety of
subjects, e. g., making orders allowing

J married women to convey their real estate
when the husband does not join in the
deed. The examination and approval of
the securities of several officers connected
with the administration of justice, dec-
laration of officers as to fees, the auditing
accounts connected with criminal justice;
under the iRegistry Act, in respect to
plans, compelling witnesses to prove deeds,
and taking proof where a witness is dead
or out of the Province; respecting the en-
forcement of estreats, and respecting debt-
ors in gaol, allowance for support of
insane, binding minors, &c.

No analysis has been made of the duties
of the County Judge under Mr. Attorney
General Mowat's very valuable Act of last
session, as itdoes notcome into force tili the
lst day of Januaîy, but it xuay be men-
tioned, merely, that under "lthe Adminis-
tration of Justice .Act of 1873, enlarged
Equity powers are granted to the Judges
of the County Courts, and in certain
cases a sumxnary jurisdiction is given to
themn to enquire iiito, and set aside con-
veyances of land fraudulently made by
judgment debtors, and to order such land
to be sold to satisfy the executions against
it.

In the foregoing, no attempt is made
to exhaust the subject under each head,
nor is anything more designed than to
present in brief outline, the severai duties
of, and made incident to, the office of

j Connty Judgýe in Ontario. It iis sub-
mitted thatl wvhat is set down is sufficient
to shew that there is no exaggeration in
the stateinent that the County Judge is
used by the Legisiature as a jurispruden
tial servant of ail work, a most conveni-
eut functionary on whom to inmpose
duties requiring, knowlcdge, impartiality,

and discretion for their due discharge ini
the locality, that additional duties are
every year imposed upon him, whule the,
confidence so largely ehown finds no ex-
pression in added remxineration for addi-j
tional work imposed on the local Judge.,

SELEOTIONS.

THE LA W RESPECTING BAIL.

The practice at present prevailing of
taking or requiring bail by prisoners on
rernand for trial - is one that re-quires
reform. Instances occur almost daily
in which. there is a manifest differ-
ence iii the amount of security required as
bail, when the offence and the circum-
stances are the same. This necessarily
causes dissatisfaction with this branch of
the administration of justice.

By the ancient common law ail crimes,
felonies, and misdemeanors were bailable.
This was altered by the Statute of West-
minster, 6 Edw. 1, c. 9. It would appear
that before that time 8herjiffs and bailiffs,
who then acted as our j uistices of the
peace, had been in the habit of letting
out prisoners charged with grave offences
on bail; but by this Act t.hey were in-
hibited from doing so in treason, murder,
and all cases of aggravated feloiy; they
were stiil allowed to admit to bail "sucli
as be indicted *of larceny" that is,
indicted before the sheriffs and bailliffs,
or in cases- of light suspicion or petty
larceny that amounted not above the value
of i 2d. The Statute further provided
that the sheriff should take sufficient
security, or be ot.herwise answerable himi-
self, and ends with these remarkable
words: "And if any withbiold prisoners
replishable after that they have offered
sufficient security, he shail pay a grievoul
amerciament to the king ; and if hie take
any reward for the deliverance of such,
he shail pay double to the prisoner, and
also shail be in thne great inercy of the
king." There was a distinction between a
prisoner mainprizable and bailable. The
statutes affecting the former are 27 Edw.
1, St. 1,land 3 & 4Edw. 3 c. 2. The j us-
tices xnentioned in these Acts w ere j ustice9

of assize, not justices of the peace. The
"lbones gentz et loiaîx en chescun countEO,
a garder la pees" -were not then assigned;,
the sheriffs and bailliffs acted as niagil,î
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