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11Ppl are tta, v after ci-
.wt~rstny"andl reall life", thaluk

ilae.If 11twv were, it ils truc, why
discover. Jomscph Conrad for wliat 110
is, instead of for lit e scenms to
lie? Wiltiuc utiglit be doubtful gain.
Like 'TcFour Horsetuen", "Our

sea', is Itot a profotind study of
huai iivo antd action, and it has

not thelItr ofI-L 01'onItinlUai tnfl
nesw ih pui, the pop îin popular

nove-wrtiugtu-ay."Our ýSea" il;
ini the main, au isa on file Mediter-

annleau, uat t imcs beautifiul, mloviuig
and passionate11. The peole in UIl
storv areý 0-as u exuise fo.- the

Mciterralcatl a nd thle Mediteýr-

Certai of t \N-110h IOVc lte de-

fui nlovel wJii hobaiyb won ti)
1baltez bIV Silil a bIooký, but their,
winiliflg Ni11 ileanl 11oe Ioss of a gQo(l

man o "heFour11 Ilorselntn"
redr.Soute at least of thlet F'our
lirsme"readers witl plut downvi

"Ou Sa"and feei that; the Ibaney
glory 1 N dcpartIed.

-Tht, lead Conttand", a third
1Iook 1) 'v thev same author, is different.1
it is, a book, somnewhat betweeni- tilt,
other twvo. It is a steady story, niov-
ing thirougt al certain amounit of zig-
zag pluooliii(lzittgr to a conlusIlionI
thalt, eaul be cýalled happy. Ih li
somiething of' tlle sea andiftle suin tit

iand 1banlez, asý always shows Ilis
pwrto aelhieve pyia rliue

Plantez is, not a utewN\ writer. lIis
llrst nove1 wvas writtefl ini 1894. H1is
fir-si Englishi trasaion, "The

Shdwof the Cathetdral", appleared
in 1909. H1e lias beomie a fad in this
vountry, buit f ads have their fuine-
tion and often a basis that 1$ sound.

Thei f miction. of this interest in
flbanez, -whieli beeoines a fad, wilI be
to xuake Canadians a littie more
cosrnopolitan, a little re-adier to re-
ceive "foreign" work, a littie more

epxperiened and more ,sophisivated ini
matters of literary- taste. After
"The Four Horsemen" is a little for-.
gotten and the rest of tile Ibanez
b>ooks cease to be read in its bor-
rowed liglit, Thanez will lie really

dfiseovered a, a nuoduit whiose
e-hief eltaraeteýrîstie- lies in hiis power
to evoke ces.to give a sense of
brilijanee attîi cjarity in the eye of
the radcr.

There arc passages itn "Our sea"
wliichI are like oorhtgrpy

a Ibit oIf thei shorcof the li Mediter-
ranean when Fergtstvvred bis

swimixtgont to sea aflor tile dis-
aster and thecas striking hlmii rid]-

ntg (>wn Itle vivid bllow-t1w herthi
(If t1ie MVrre NostrumII wheni in port.

lIautez viI1 lie Ioved antd remiem-
bered for ilest. thilltgs o'cen Ib thte
p)euple mlhu tiluink 1?cv i il-drawil.
Wi i', aul aultilr N\11u vuties tteat

to gr-eatness. but itot greatnless ili

WIT EN J1OIINNY COMES MIARCII-
IN(G HOME.

Bvý Mîua>aEu) Alv.naucH, ToronIo: 'llie
Mussoni Book ('ompanyll .

'T IlIE reader bias rwna blit wary in
£theo matteýr of pliblishied letters '1u

thicsc latter days. ()lie remembners thev
crtul hoax oIf ':('hrist iîue",' and anothier
limaginles thlat Co nayDawson, as
lue wrute thiose( Intituate and mnoving1
hlomle letters. kniew teehlesthiat
theyv were for prnesink and pubo-
liq- IarterI. 1Th1 ouiy thing thlat julsti-
fies letes" s letters, la thiat theyv
are( letters. Mis', A14lrih, Inthe
fiurthe(r letters of hiers fromi tbe 11111-
top on thie Marne, lias a way of mak-
Iig migvig vaporatr. soineblom
une, doesn't imagine bier wNriting thiese
pages earefiilly and deliberately w'ithl
an eye ever lifted, not to lier initiiate
orreýspondiett but to lier puibuisher

and thegenra publie. One, doesn't
imagine lier dloing this, thioughlihow
she eonld avoid it is a mystery, witbi
two or tbeeHlitop books of letters,
aeelaîied by the publie, to lier eredit.
At aniy rate these "letter-," hlave verve
and personalitNy and clharm - and
opinions '-If yoii rould dangle Presi-
dent Wilson before M-,iss Aldrich's
eyes you wouldn't hiave to dress hi
in red in order to make lier see large
areas of that interesting etolour.


