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ithreshold of the war. Nothing has
80 caught the imagination of the Brit-
lish people in connection with the
“Votes for Women" agitation as the
instamt cessation of hostilities with |
the state When hostilities with the
ememy of the empire Wwere entered
upon. To defend the prineiples ¢
‘libérty and freedom, on ‘which all our
progress and civilization depend, was
‘recognized as the first task, and the
'suffragist leaders were prepared and
lare ready to begin an Amazonian
campaign should it be necessary to
mtnwn “the great ideals of the
‘British polity. : S
. Miss Panihurst, who ls accom-.
 panled by Miss Barton, a charming
representative of the younger school
of suffrage propaganda, is to speak.
tonight in- Massey Hall.. She was en- |
" tertained last night by the Canadian
and Toronto Suffrage Assoclations, and
the impression she left upon those
who met her should ensure a very
Jiarge attendance. She is a ‘otadle
/speaker, and the tense and vibrant
jviolin, or viola, tones of her voice
ibear a message which is awakening
to hear, : ;
:\'Miss  Pankhurst thinks thére ‘has
seldom been such an oppbrtunity for
any man as presents itself at thik
[time to Premier Hearst to take the
jead in the western field of the British
Empire in establishing a reform which
might owe its initiation here to him,
but which is certain to come in the
. néw world that will follow, the close
of the war. It is not conceivable
that woman’s suffrage will Jag much
behind the declaration of the world's
peace. Premier Hearst and his party
might have the glory of leadership in
this matter, if they do not choose to
let that glory pass to some morc pro-
pressive party. i1 p
Miss Pankhurst thinks it strange
that Ontario with its pretensions to
progress should lag behind any part
of the empire in this policy, or behind
the mare advanced states of the Am-
erlcan Union.
The truce that exists between the
, British Government and the militant
suffragists is a tribute to Miss Pank-
hurst's (dominant influence and pa-
triotic spirit. Bven more than her
mother she represents the mew time
and the new determination to right
the social and political wrongs of her
sex. The government is aware of this
potent factor which must be recog-
nized in reconstituting the England
that is to follow the war. It i3 evi-
dent that British statesmen no longer
think it below their dignity to treat
with brains -and power and sagacity
and foresight when embodied in a
female form, and that they will yield
to the moving tide of popular feeling
in this as in all else. We trust that
Miss Pankhurst does not take too
sanguine a view -of the progressive
pompetency of Premier Hearst.

Comparative Taxation
That cheerful season is upon us
. when the city accounts are overhauled
;and the overhurdened taxpayer is
:shown how much worse off he is than
half the other taxpavers on earth, and
why he is not as well off as half the
other taxpayers. This international
method of grouching Las just been re-
sorted to by the bureau of municipal
<pesearch, and while it is useful to
know the figures, unless a vast amount
of gupplementary- information is given
they mean nothing at all to the aver-
age man. Fcllowing Mark Twain's
suggestion municipal candidates and
critics take the figures and distort
them as they please.
£2 thirteen leading cities  in the
United States and Capada Toronto
lays a burdep on its taxpayers which
is about the average, St. John's per

| "foronto as evidence that

on borrowings. Citles with low debt

they go, and cannot

agant or wasteful. If we pay
high interest amounts it is because
e find it more convenient than to'pay
out capital sums. If it can be shown
that our rate of interest is too high,
and that it can be reguced by proper
financing, this is a legitimate line of
criticism; but empty comparisons lead
to nothing ang/ mean nothing.
_Tn fact, unfess it can be shown that
money ¢v has been. dis m.' nestly, w aste-
tully or carelessly spent, there is no
object in'the comparative method at
all.  Suppose another city has a

| lighter taxation. Wel, then, every-

‘body is welcome to go and live there.

most of the same per capita tax rate,
$14.85 and $14.36 respectively. = Does
this represent any similarity in any
other way or does it lead to a stam-
pede from New York, where they pay
$28.24, or from Boston, where they pay
$36.887 : :

. Perhaps the most interesting thing
in the table compiled by the bureau
is the fact that the basis of assessment
per cent. of actual values I8 100 in.
New York,  Philadelphia, ' Boston,
Cleveland, Oincinnati and ‘St. John.
Our Tocal assessor declares that he
prefers ‘to violate his solemn oath
rather then do this. Sir James Whit-
ney constantly declared that it was
the faflure of the assessors to,live up
to their oath and put the Assessment
Act into operation, which led to so
much complnint against the assess-
ment law. It is the only loophole by
which favoritism is possible, and there
have been many glaring. examples of
it recently. The reduction to 70 per
cent. (nominally) instead of the assess-
ment at true values is the occasion of
much! unjust incidence of taxation
upon the bulk of the taxpayers.

It is difficult to understana why any
conscientious official can persistently
violate his oath and the terms of the
Assessment Act in this particular. The
court of revision, the judges who have
to sit on appeals, ang either the pro-
vincial secretary or the attorney-gen-
eral should take steps to have the law
observed. If it is to be a Wead letter
it ought to be repealed.

Japan and the Eastern Pacific

Japan is still regarded with suspi-
clon in the United States. Its motives
in engaging in the 8reat war and ifs
Objects have given rise to consjder-
able speculation, apparently because
the idea that an Asiatic power can be
governed by respect of treaty obliga-
tions and of assurances given by its
responsible government, is in itself
somewhat incredible. Thus, The Phila.
delphia Record, usually very fair-
minded, thinks that Japan desires to
become a full member of the triple en-
tente, with a status equal to that of
Russia, Britain and France, and that
this means peace will not be made un-
less the demands of Japan are satis-
fied. The Record inclines to believe
trat one of these demands would be
the cession of Kiaochau, and hints
that German New Guinea might be a
fine place for Jabpan to expand into,
It finds ground for this latter suppo-
sition in the fact that the big island is
not included in the job lot turned over
by Japan to Australia the other day.

In this The Record is astray from
the facts. The Marshall Islands, re-
cently taken by Japan, and now to be
handed over to the Australian Gov-
ernment for administration, is one of
the groups included in the German ad-
ministrative colony of New Guinea,
ccmprising Kaiser Wilhelmsiand, on
the main island, the Bismarck Archi-
pelago, part of the Solomon Islands,
the Marshall Islands and the Caroline
Islands. German New Guinea proper
and the Bismarck Archipelago were
occupied by an Australian expedition-
arv force early in the war, and the
cession of the Marshall Islands by
Japan rounds off tie German posses-
sicns in that part of the Pacific. The
Japanese Government has thus shown
it has no designs on New Guinea, but
recognizes that it and the subordinate

capita is $11.52 and Boston's is $36.83,

our debt is largely on this| -

we are either|

Hamiiton and Philadelphia have al- |-

srherd, Australia has always been ap-
prehensive about the future of New
Guinea and the ag
account of  the proximity -to her

from the action of the Japanese Gov-

be equally scrupulous in fulfilling its
pledge regarding Kiaochau.

One vital difference exists between
the pleas and counter-pleas present-

for Britain and Germany, on the ques-
tion of responsibility for the plunging
of half the world into war. The Bri-
tish case rests on the white paper is-
‘sued by the imperial govegrnment im-
mediately after.the outbreak of hosti-
lities. 1t is a plain, unvarnished, un-
colored  record ' of ‘the diplomatic
exchanges which followed upon the
fAustrian ultimatum to Servia. Altho
supplemented by later papers, these
neither add to non detract from the
strength of the cage as originally og-
fered... That was sufficient alone, and
has satisfied, ‘and must continue. to
satisfy, every unprejudiced mind that
the British Government 'did all that,

avert war.

has no so early and sure foundation.
The first paper the kaiser's ministers
{ssued was notably mutilated and im-
perfect. Reams have been since con-
tributed by the defenders of Prugsian
militarism and German “Kultur,” fill-
ed with assertions, assumptions and
hypdtheses that are only the product
of ingenious and disingenuous Iintel-
lects. They are really of the nature
of special pleadings, and the feats of
experts ‘in that liné need no demon-
stration. In such' hands ' even the
veriest fallacies can be speciously dis-
guised and buttrgssed by carefully
sclected but wholly misleading argu-
ments. The remedy is to revert to the
first simple and straightforward recor§

Yof the diplomatic exchanges written

while they occurred and before the
need arose to justify the courses pur-
sued by the individual governments.

Britain’s Growing Fleets

In his speech.at the Guildhall on‘
Nov. 9 the first lord of the admiralty
remarked that “at the end of nearly
one hundred days of war, the navy,
to whose men and work you have paid
tribute tonight, in spite of losses of
ships-of no great p’onsequence. of of-
ficers and men irreparable—the navy,
in spite of losses, is actually and
relatively stronger, on every point and
in every branch, compared to our
enemies than it was on the day when
war was declared. ' And it is stronger
most particularly, ‘in its branches of
the naval service in which ecircum-
stances of modern war prove to ex-
ercise the most powerful influence
upon the siruggle.” This deliverance
adds strength to the report that Ger-
many is satisfied she can no longer
compete with Britain in the con-
struction of dattleships and is there-
fore devoting greater cnergy to the
building of an air fleet.

According to last month’'s navy list,
corrected down to Sept. 15, no less
than 21 warships were added to the
strength of the imperial navy. Of
these four <were dreadnoughts, em-
bodying all the latest offensive and
defensive powers and .mounting, on
the main broadside, thirty 135 inch
guns and fourteen 12 inch guns. One
battle cruiser of the dreadnought type
‘was also commissioned, carrying eight
13 inch and twelve 6 inch guns. In
addition, four m'tecrujgm. three ar-
mored cruisers or monitors of light
draught, iwo flotilla destrover leaders
and eight large destroyers were add-
ed to the stringth. Many submarines
are under construction and by the
spring of next year the imperial fleet

islands fall within the Australian

t ‘groups, on

northern coast, and they will, no doubt,
remain under her control. Judging

ernment, the fair inference is that it will |

ed in support of the respective cases

humanly speaking, -could be done to

Contrariwise, the German defence

| ments in ‘every branch of the service.
Britain’s resources in shipbuilding
vastly exceed those OF Germany and
not even the most fearful of critics
but will believe that, at a supreme
crisis such as that which now con-

pacity to meet :all ‘possible emergen:
cies. Nor will there be less endeavor
to strengthen theair fleet, where in-
deed Britain has already more than
held her own, it
WHY WORK ON SAIURDAY FOL,
-~ LOWING CHRISTMAS? *
Editor ‘Werla: 1 thought it wise to
bring to your notice the effect that
Lusiness houses keeping open on Sat-
yroay morning (the ‘morning after:
Christmas) will ‘have on practically
every business man whose home is
not in the city, s in p
cent of the m w lihb’; ,,Lpzf.-&?{
for them to spend Christmas at aome,
and those who can go at all will only
t:h:::.t a few hours at most—a most

In my own case, owing to incompet-
ent traf silities, (I refer to towns
s iford on the Grand Trunk)
:;ﬁnhhe "nl ‘&8‘ possible for me
f” 9“‘3 ‘!_ ‘t. Iﬁ'.a!l! morni ‘.
is &mﬂl as a holiday. A Christmas
spcnﬁ’away from home is no Christmas
atall.

Trusting you will use your influence
ir bringing fo pass .the tenor of my
letter, T am. A.B.C,

P.8.—The above refers to insurance
and brokers’ offices; manufacturing es-
tablishments, banking houses, etc.

'INVADE SALOONS
H\iglznes Mﬁk‘e;:auptic Refer—

ence to Warning Given

by Mayor Hocken.

Canadian Press Despatch. X

MONTREAL, Nov, 28.—That he had
been called a murderer for suggesting |
prior to the outbreak of war, that Ger-
many had hostile intentions, was the
announcement made by Major-Gen-
eral Sam Hughes, minister of militia,
to the Canadian Club today. The ac-
cusation came in one of many critical
letters he had received for his . at-
tempt to place Canada, in a state of,
preparedness for war. He said .the
Canadian Government, before the war
actually broke out, asked Britain what
she wanted, Sir Robert Borden offer-
ing 19,000 men. Six weeks after the
order to mobilize was received, 32,000
men left Canada.

of Canada by, German-Americans, the
major-general remarked:
; Might Raid Saloons.

“lI was told by the chief magistrate
of Toronto with sober mien—I mean
his, not mine—that 47,000 hunting li-
censes had been taken out in Maine
by men intending to invade Canada.
The only places marauders from the
States were likely to raid were the
saloons. There were only 1,314 Ii-

and any freebooters who put foot on
Canadian soil would get a very warm
reception.”

The speaker contended there were
hundreds of United States boys with
the first contingent, and hundreds
more would be with the second, willing
to fight for liberty.

QUITTING POLITICS TO
GO WITH CONTINGENT

Capt. Lovelace Gives Up Fight
for Lincoln Federal Seat.

Special to The Toronto World.

ST. CATHARINES, Nov. 23.—Capt,
E. J. Lovel who today announced
thkat he would relinquish the Liberal
candidature of Lincoin County for
Dominion commons, resigned the post-
mastershlp of St. Catharines just be.
fore the last Dominion election to con-
test the seat against E. A. Lancaster.
He has offered his sérvices as an ar-
tillery officer for the overseas service,
ard has been notified to hold himself

' |have now taken
| total New Ontario a

j the | expenditure had . been on

fronts the empire, every agency is |
being taxed to the utmost of its ca- | fall

exdssom(;' the nermal requirements

Dealing with the talk of an invasion |

censes taken out in Maine this year, |-
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their w ‘With $9000 for this work,
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Hearst, Groundhog and other pol
The root crops have shown wo
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| Mr. Hearst stated that
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it local markets cannot be had. It
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SHIPMENTS OF COPPER '

ARE CLOS! wmm H
utting = Off
“Suppiiés |

Britain’s Task of
Germany Fro
v Big O
S WASHINGTON, Nov. 31 To main.
‘WASHINGTON, s n-
5:1&‘ moou:’tullvder Tight 1o seize or
carried on American or other neutral
vessels to a meutral country, such as
Italy in the south and Holland in the
north of Europe, Great Britain ap-
parently finds 1t necessary to establish
the probability that.copper actuailly
is destined(for -Gq s "or Austria.
or even Turkey.
babiticy, 16 o domonstrate that
has been: an-increase in ‘the’
of to- any neutral cou

ther:

'3

r-in
that country, as tending to prove tha:
the surplus.e or a correspond-
ing quantity ¢ in the -country,
has been allowed to pass across its
borders into a belligerent country.

MOTHER AT MONTREAL
SHOT BY LITTLE GIRL

Canadian Press Despatch. !

MONTREAL, Nov. 28.—Mrs. J. B.
Roy, 631a St. Andre street, was this
morning shot and killed by her 15-
year-old daughter, Donalda, -

The girl had secured the revolver
of a hoarder and while playing with
it pulled the trigger,-the bullet enter-
ing her mother's breast. :

DISORDERLY ON CAR.

Edward Crowson was fined. $5 and
costs for being disorderly on a Bati-
urst street car on Nov. 7, {
imbibed too much. He spoke to a Jew-
ish girl in German and in alighting
tore the pouch of the conductor,
“Speaking German in this country
should be a crime,” stated the conduc-
tor in giving his evidence.

MILKMAN. FINED.

James Gibbons was fined $20 and
costs-for selling milk which was adul-
terated with water to the extent of
12.02 per cent.

*

higher market value

ir readiness for the third contingent.

election for nearly two years.
His only son, Lieut. Stanley Love-

will have further and great reinforce- ! Salls

lace, is with the ammunition column at
Plains,
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