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their planet back to its constituent gases. 
Atomic energy is probably a force of the fourth 
dimension and if released in three dimensions 
would have about the same effect as that of a 
high-explosive shell passing through a piece of 
tissue paper and exploding as it passed.

The destructive discovery progressed across 
the ecliptic until only four planets are left 
in solid form. Mars may now be preparing 
for the last proud war and we are on the verge 
of a culminating discovery of the disruptive 
force of atomic energy. Unless something 
checks our rage for discovery, and war is 
within reasonable possibility, the whole plane­
tary system may be blown back to chaos — 
and so fulfil Poe’s amazing figure of the alterna­
tion from Chaos to Order and from Order 
to Chaos as “ the systole and diastole of the 
heart of the Infinite.”

After this exhausting flight my friend faced 
the High Cost of Living in the form of the 
waiter’s check, passed me a cigar that cost 
a dollar, and in a humble taxi we joined the


