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26 THE AFFABLE STRANGER

But people will protest at once that the
Great War was not a war of plunder. It wasa
war to fight back the nation that had started
out to plunder the world. Blind! Every na-
tion engaged in the war plundered itself even
though it did not plunder others. All our re-
serves of wealth, food materials, and resources
were of necessity thrown into the war and were
as certainly destroyed or plundered as if we
had been overrun by the enemy. When the
armistice was declared we should have faced
the future as nations that had been defeated
rather than as victors. Unless we do that
without further delay the defeat of civilization
may be complete.

—

At this point my meditations were inter-
rupted by my mild and pleasant-voiced chauf-
feur. He glared back over my shoulder with
a real fighting face.

“What’s the matter?” I asked in alarm.

“That driver back there gave me a look and
I was giving him one back.” I admitted that
he certainly was giving him a look.
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