
Whenever the war is made Mr. Adderley makes it, and Mr. Howe
is called upon to slioulder liis rifle and do duty upon the frontier

Avlierc Mr. Adderley is never seen. Is this fair ? Yet, if I under-

stand your argument, it is this : Whenever war is declared by this

country the North Americans must defend their own. Let us

chanjjc ]>laces for a year and your hasty judgment would be cor-

rected by your own feelings and experience.

But we are told the old Colonies did this, and where is the hard-

ship ? I have already shown you what became of the old Colonies,

but Avil! now show you what, in all human jirobability, would
become of the North American group if your advice were to prevail.

The old Thirteen Colonies had to fight Indian tribes scattered

through the woods, and the P^rench on the frontiers, Avithout roads,

and hundred of miles from the settlements. These wars were wars
of outposts and excursions. Their enemies—brave and savage
enough, I admit—rarely made their appearance in any very large

numers. If the whole Six Nations, or Philip's subjects, en masse,
were jjaraded to-morrow, the State of Maine would crush them all

;

and the militia of Nova Scotia ought to be a match for all the soldiers

that New France could have mustered at any period in our old Pro-
vincial history. But when you ask us to defend ourselves against
thirty or even against twenty millions of people of our own race,

whose settlement and civilization precedes our own by a hundred
years—who, forty years ago, were sufticiently numerous to maintain
war and land and sea fortln-eeyearsagainstthe whole power of Great
Britain—you ask us to do that Avhich is simply unreasonable and un-

just. If this be expected or asked, it is quite clear that the Queen's
name is to us no longer a tower of strength—that the Imperial
Government abdicates dominion in North America. Shall it be said

that the diplomacy of England is to involve us in foreign quarrels,

and that the arms of England are not to be employed in our
defence? It is most imfair to tell us that because the old Thirteen
Colonies defended themselves against a few thousand French and
Indians, the five Provinces of British America are to fight

twenty or thirty States, with a population of thirty millions. The
idea is pre])osterous, and can never be seriously entertained by the
Government and Parliament of Ensfland.

Should the Northern and Southern States settle down under
separate forms of Government to-morrow, it is clear that, though our
danger may be diminished, the odds will still be fearfully against us.

We shall even then have twenty millions of people, active, enterpris-

ing and sagacious on our flank, with a navy only inferior to that of
Great Brilian and France, and an army familiar with war of at least

two or three hundred thousand men.
I do not mean to say, that, in a struggle for the sanctity of our

soil and for the freedom of our homesteads, we could not now make
a gallant flefence even against this mighty power.
The people of the Southern States have taught us, even if we had

not leai-nt l)efore in the history of Scotland, of Holland and of
Switzerland, wliat may be done by a high spirited and determined
people, fighting on their own soil, against fearful odds and vastly


