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nolglibuis, or niomSors of puMic sociofy, one ami tJic sauic rule is

given to 05. We aro rii|airo(l id our sevt;r<il rchitions and cctu

dilions, and in all our (ran=^ac(ions, to ho governed by a fixed ati'.!

Jiabihnl princijilo of duty to Cod. It is therefore a /jreat error,

that " religion and politics should have uothin:; to do >Yith c2v\i

otiicr." Tlial in too lii.^.ny instances tlx^y have uotliin^ to do
"With each other, >Te have much reason to fear ; but that every j-.o-

Jitical act onyht to be in conformity, to the priueiplfs of religion,

and may justly be reproved by (he minlsfers of religion if it is

not, cannot reasonably bo doubted. *' Wo may be honest or

dishonest, faithful or unfaithful, \<\ our relations to the state, as

well as to private connexions. Politieal duties art; therefore

moral dutios. What is politically riglit is morally ri^llt, what is

jioUticdly wrong is morally wrong. Christian ministers and triosc

with >vhom they arc nearly connt-eted have righrs of perjun;;,

liberty and sometimes property, vrhlch the fate of the governuioct

and country may deeply affect, (( Till within afe\7year3 it has

teen generally represented as a merit in the Clergy to iuteri;3t

themselves in their country's cause; it has been in.iiiteil jurtie-

tilarly by some of the waiiuest leadiTS in our late revulutiun tli:it

this order of men cn^ht to throw their weii^ht into the political

scale; and are under a moral and religious, as well as i;ivil o'l-

ligation to warn the people of the dangers, which threaten their

liberty and happiness." On this subject, *' the Proviucia! Con-

gress (of a New England State) in 177-1; addressed a circular

letter to the ministefi; of the gospel."

<< Provincial Con;;r'jss, Dee. G, 1774, It was resolved that th.^

followiuff letter be atidresbed to the several ministers of the gospel

thronjihout this province.
*' Rev. Sir, ^Ve cannot but acknowledge the goodness of Heav-

en in constantly supplying us vrith I\linistera (jf the gospel, whose

concern has been (he temporal and spiritual happiness of this peo-

^)le. In a day like this, when all the friends of civil and religious

freedom are exerting themselves, to deliver this country from its

present calamities, we cannot but place great hopes in an order of

men, who have ever distinguished themselves in their country's

cause, and do therefore recommend to the ministers of the gospel

in (he several towns and other places in this colony, that they as-

sist in avoiding that dreadful slavery, with wliich we arc threat-

cnrd."*

No class of citizens have been more uniform, in tlieir political

sentiments, than mlnisfLrs of the gospel. They have uot changed

with the times. With few exceptions, they have been, and still

• See the prccediiv.' fiuotarions in President Kirl^hnul's sermon deliver-

ed May 9, 1793. bee a so Goidyu's Ilijtory of the Kevoluliyn.
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