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ipe. When the whole

civili/-cd world was embodied under the banners oi'

Rome, her Didator, at the head of thirty rhuui'and

veterans difeinbarked for a lecond time on the coall

of lliitain. The face of the country was covered with

;i fcired, and the folitary tribes were diviiled upon
the old (juellinn, IVht jliull he kinx '^ The illand

<oul<l hardly have attained to a twentieth part of its

prefent population, yet by liis own account, the in-

viider found a retreat prudent, or perhaps ncccHIiry.

South Hritain was afterwards fidijecled, but thi^ ac-

fjuilition was tlie talk of centuries. Kvery village

was bought with the blood of the legions. H'e may
niufule in the mcxleration of a Roman hillorian,

when lie is to dcl'cribe the difaders of his country-

men. In a fingle revolt, eighty tlioufand of the

v.lurpers were extirpated ; and fifty, or as others

illirm, fevcnty tlioufand foldiers perilhcd in the

vourfe of a Claledoiiian campaign. Do the mailers of

niotlcrn I'.urope nnderfland the art of war better

ilian Severus, and Agricola, and Julius Ciefar ? Is

any combinuion of human power to be compared
with the talents and the refources of the Roman em-
pire ? If our naked ancellors refilled and vanquilh-

ed the conquerors of the fpecies, what have we to

fear from any antagonift of this d;iy? On fix months
warning wc could mullcr ten or twelve hundred
ihoufand militia. Yet, while the defpots of Germa-
ny were fighting about a fuburb, the nation has con-

defcended to tremble for its cxillence, and the blof-

Ibms of domellic happincfs have been blalled by fub-

lidies and tide-waiters, and prcfs-gangs, and cxcife-

men. Our political and comnu-rcial fyllems are evi-

dently nonfenfe. We poll'efs williin this fingle illand,

every piodudion both of art and nature, which is

necefiary for the moH comfortable enjoyment of life;

yet for the lake of tea, and Jligar, and tobacco, and
a fe«- other defpicable luxuries, we have rulhcd int'j

au abyls of blood and taxes. The boalled extent of
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