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moment may be feized to acquire a competent knowledge of this part of the coaft, as will

either determine us in future to give up this Southern portion of the continent, as unpro-

du(flivc of mercantile advantages, or feek the fea-otter in thefe parts. It becomes a

queftion, where did the Spaniards procure thefc (kins? And this point I hope you will be

able to clear up, fo as, next year, to enable us to take advantage of any difcovery you may
nuke. I ever meant, at fome future period, to trace this part of the coaft. The necef-

fity, however, of my immediately proceeding to Ch'^i, will prevent any expedition of

this kind on my part j and your having the North Well America to affift you, will, I truft,

enable you to pert'orni it efieftually, ihould you determine to fpend the month of October

on the coaft:—But I leave this point to be determined by yc jr own judgment and con-

current circumftances.

The knowledj^c we have now obtained of the coaft of America, and of the periodical

winds and fcafons, gives us an advantage over all competitors. The years 1790 and

1791 bid fair to be the moft productive that wc may ever meet with. Having thcfc flat-

tcr"' t; profpcds before us, our exertions muft be redoubled, effectually to fwcep the coaft

before any veflll can arrive from England. In order to accomplifh this, you will leave the

Sandwich Illands as early as poflible in the year 1789$ and, at the fame time, for fear of

accidents, or feparation, give your orders to Mr. Funter, that he may proceed, and put

his part of the plan of operations into execution.

The Northern diftridl of the continent, I leave to you L'nd the America; the Southern

flation I fliall occupy myfelf,from China j and lam not without hopes, that by the firft of

May, 1789. 1 fliall reach the coaft. I then (hall proceed as circumftances arife:—but let

me range which way I will to the Southward, I fliall not attempt to go to the Northward

of Nobtka. On your parr, I have no doubt of your arrival on the coaft of America fome

time about the firft of April, 1789. By this time the monfoon will be fet in, which, ex-

perience has taught w, blows clofe home to the American (hore. Therefore, to embrace

the advantages which the monfoon offers, inrtead of going immediately to Prince

William's Sound, as others have done, I recommend you to make the coaft to the South-

ward : and as you have the credit of difcovering the Great Ifland, the North-weft fide of

which, comprehending nearly four degrees of latitude, is entirely undifcovered; I there-

fore recommend your making Cape Saint James, the Southern extremity of the Great

Ifland, as the firft point on the continent of America.

Should vou find yourfelf retarded by the North Weft America's being a bad failer, you

will proceed fi igly ;o the coaft, leaving her to follow at leifure, to put into execution

your iiUliudions; but this being a very unlikely circumftance, as you will probably find

her


