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[when iindb'dbted intelligence cttne, that a French fleet

from Breft and Rochefort was ready to Tail, with a great

[number of land forces on board

.

By this time a very hot prefs was begun on the river,

land in all the out-ports of England, and continued both

for lea-men and land-men, till, befides the ordinary
cruizers and guardftiips for the defence of the Britifh

coai^, eleven (hips of the line, and one frigate, with
about 6000 men on board, were fitted out under ad-

miral Bofcawen, and failed on the 23d of April for

North America, It wai?'by this time known, that

the French fleet, which confifled of twenty-five (hips

•of the line, befides frigates and tranfports, with a
I
va(l number of warlike (lores, and between three and
fourthoufand land forces under baron Dielkau, w^re

I

ready to fail from Breft under admiral Macnamara, U-
>on thi^ intelligence, admiral Holbourn was ordered to

lireirtforce Bofeawen with fix (hips of the line, and one
[frigate, and a great number of capital (hips were put in-

Ito commiflion. It was the 6th of May before Macna-
jjnara failed ; but he foon returned with 9 of his capital

Whips, and fufFercd the reft to proceed under the com-
jmand of M. Blois d^ la Mothe. ^**

When the news of fo ftrong a fquadron failing from
iBreft was coiifirm«d> the people of England grew ck^^

trememely uneafy for the fate of the fquadrons under
[Bofeawen ttnil 'Holboume ; and it was undoubtedly ow-
ing to the unaccountable bad management of the French,
that one ^M" both of thefe fqnadrons were not deftroyed.l

While all Eorope was in fufpence about the fate of
the Briti(h and French fquadrons, the preparations for

a vigorous fea war \vere going forward in Britain with
great fpirit and fuccefs. Ndtwithftanding this, the

French court ftill flattered itfelf, that Great Britain, out
of tendernefs for his majefty** German dominions,
would defitt from hoftilities. Mirepoix <:ontinued to

aft with great fin-cerity, and had frequent conferences
with the Britifh minlftry, who made no fecret that theii:

admirals, Bofeawen in particular, had orders to fall n-
pon the I'rench fhips wherever they tould meet with
them. Upon this Mirepoix made a formal declaration,
in the name of his maft^r, that the firft gun that was

• B 2 ^ fired


