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with them, and inclined him to be careless and desperate, 
yet from causes singularly unlike those which are usually 
operative in dissipated and uneducated boys.

It was now the year 1645. Naseby Field was near, and 
the first Civil War was drawing to its close. At this cri­
sis Bunyan was, as he says, drawn to be a soldier ; and it 
is extremely characteristic of him and of the body to which 
he belonged, that he leaves us to guess on which side he 
served. He does not tell us himself. His friends in after­
life did not care to ask him, or he to inform them, or else 
they also thought the matter of too small importance to 
be worth mentioning with exactness. There were two tra­
ditions, and his biographers chose between them as we do. 
Close as the connection was in that great struggle between 
civil and religious liberty—flung as Bunyan was flung into 
the very centre of the conflict between the English people 
and the Crown and Church and aristocracy—victim as he 
was himself of intolerance and persecution, he never but , 
once took any political part, and then only in signing an 
address to Cromwell. He never showed any active inter­
est in political questions ; and if he spoke on such ques­
tions at all after the Restoration, it was to advise submis­
sion to the Stuart Government. By the side of the stu­
pendous issues of human life, such miserable rights as men 
might pretend to in this world were not worth contending 
for. The only right of man that he thought much about, 
was the right to be eternally damned if he did not lay 
hold of grace. King and subject were alike creatures, 
whose sole significance lay in their individual immortal 
souls. Their relations with one another upon earth were 
nothing in the presence of the awful judgment which 

. awaited them both. Thus, whether Bunyan’s brief career
in the army was under Charles or under Fairfax must re- 
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