
4 A DEFENCE i)V MODEUN THOUGHT.

The legion ofmanner all theological modes of thought,

science was one region, tliat of faith was another ; and be-

tween these he [)laced a wall so high that once on either side

he could see nothing that lay on the other, lie did not at«

tempt to reconcile faith with science as some do; he separated

them utterly, feeling them apparently to be irreconcilable.

Thus he virtually lived in two worlds—one in which no mira-

cles took place, but in which everything Howed in an orderly

manner from recognised antecedents, and another in which the

chain of causation might be broken at any moment by super-

natural power. Since Faraday's time, however, men of science

have grown bolder. They have renounced the attempt to live

a divided life. They do not believe in insuperable barriers

between one field of thought and another. They believe in

the unity of the human mind and in the unity of truth. They

have made their choice—those of them at least whom the

Bishop of Ontario designates as agnostics— in favour of a world

in which cause and etlect maintain constant relations. In doing

so they do not act wilfully, but simply yield to the irre-

sistible weight of evidence. Miracle is a matter of more or

less uncertain testimony, while the unchangeableness of natural

law is a matter of daily observation. Miracles never happen

in the laboratory. Supernatural apparitions do not haunt the

museum. Distant ages and countries or lonely road-sides reap

all the glory of these manifestations. What wonder then that

the man of science prefers to trust in what his eyes daily see

and his hands handle, rather than in narratives of perfervid

devotees or in traditions handed down from centuries whose

leading characteristic was an omnivorous credulity. There is

nothing negative in this attitude of mind. On the contrary, it

is positive in the highest degree. The true man of science
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