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Hon. Mr. DRUMIMOND-It la no part of
the company'a business to do it. They are
permitted to do lt for their own profit

Hon. Mr. BEIQUE-The lion. gentleman
did not follow the discussion on titis paint
yesterday. The subciause prevents raiiway
companies uslng electric power of that kind
for the purpose of seiiing the sane lu the
municipality without the consent of the
muîllcipaiity given by by-law. If the consent
la given by by-law, the ternis wouid be agreed
upon and the municipallty would be bound
by lits by-law and the board would bave
had no occasion to interfere, and niie board
would bave to take that Into consideration-
to, respect the agreemeat. We are merely
providing for general cases as It mny be-
come adtvisable la large cities to provide
for, at the expense of the clty or otherwise,
mens to put the wires underground. If
lt la doue for other companies, there should
be machiniery under tliis Act whereby rail-
way companies would be compelled to like-
wlae put their wires underground on such
terma as the board wouid prescribe, having
regard to the rigbts and lntereats of aIl
parties.

Hon. Mr. LOUGHEED-Tbere la an ele-
ment I desire to, point out la the# amend-
ment which, I submuit, ls extremeiy uncer-
tain. Under clause (g), as coutained ln the
Bill, there ait least would hie unlformity ;
that la to eay, lit would Involve the passage
of an Act of parliament prescribiag the
conditions under wblch wires would be
placed underground. Ia that way raiiway
companies and teiegraph companies tlhat
come under this Bill wouid know exactly the
responaibilitles whicb tbey had to under-
take ; but noxv you will bave tbem sub-
ject te the hysterical and apasmodic attackE
whlch froni time to tume are made by muni-
cipalities for the purpose of carrying oui
what some agitator may snbmit to be de
sirable. That happens periodically. Ther(
are times wheu there la a cessation, so tc

speak, of those municipal demanda whil
are so frequeutly made upon parliament
By and by sonie imnagiiiary glievaîc

arises, and you find the whole of the muni

cipalities combining tog-etlier. Tiîey becomi

lîyst&erical at the alleged encroachflieflt or

their righta and the monopolies of privatc

corporations, and se on. You submit the i)oarc
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to the demands wbich may be imade froni
finie to time, flot only by cities, but by
every village municipality througlxout the
Dominion of Canada that raiiway' comn-
pallies bje compelled to bury tlieir wires.
The bon. gentleman from de Salaberry was
content the other day to lumit It to cities,
but I find lit bas grown go tbat municipali-
tdes and incorporated villages and other
rural bodies may ask that the wires be
buried. Tliat wouid permit a township
council to ask that througbout the lengtb
and breadth of the boundaries of lits town-
ship the telegraph Unes of tbe railway be
buried. True, you say the discretion la le! t
with the board, but It seems to me, when
we are investing the board with authority,
we abould flot vest It -witb unreasonable
authority.

Hon. Mr. DRUMMOND-The board hav-
ing to find none of the money with whicb
to do lit.

-Hou. Mr. LOUGHEED-No. It ts a
temptation for that ciasa of organization to
mnake a demand upon the board to do un-
reasonabâle thiags, and 1 tbink it la an un-
wise discretion to extend lt as far as the
amendment.

Hon. Mr. POWER--With respect to the
proposaI to strike out subcla use (g) :the
amendment which the bon. gentleman froni
de Saiaberry proposes is one which deais
with the ralway company vis-a-vis of the
municipal corporation, and it does not deal
with the railway company face to face with
thae parliamfent of Canada. Paragraph (g)
does. It deais with the railway companies
la tbeir relations to the parliament of Cani-
ada ;and if accidents froni electrie light
wirea and other electric wirea were of suchi
frequent occurrence in other cities ns tley

*are ln Ottawa, I tbink It would very soon
become the duty of parliament to provide

*that ail such w-ires should be placed
under-ground. Parag-raph (g) provides
that If the parliament of Canada decide

i that tbeae wires shail be placed under-
*ground, there shall be no graunda for damu-

ages on the part o! the company, and I
-thinl. that we bad better retain that Pro-

vision. The amendment of the bon. gen-
itlemian froin de Salaberry does flot provide

for that case, and I quite agree w'ith hlmn

1 thtat paragrapli (g) is flot w-orded just as it


