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feit it my duty to consecrate the greater the most complete liberty ln ail Viat which

part of my time and of my efforts. In my concernas Its interests and its own affaire,

view the canalization of the Ottawa la a and tbey look upon the exercise of tbe right

work absolutely Indispensable for our coin- of negotiating their treaties of commerce, as

merce, for the transportation of tbe pro- a right which bas been freely, conceded to

ducts of our vast field in the west and tbe then' under the circumetances, as the em-

development and the progress of tbe country, phatic consecration of their national auto-

and it is the only means by Whicb we can nomy.

assure ourselves of the supremacy ln the But the Imperial conference which pre-

transportation of the products of the Amen- ceded by some weeks oniy the negotiation

can continent to whicb 'we are entitied by of the treaty, had for its principal resuit

reason of our magnificent waterways, Vie Vie establisbment of the real existence of

St. Lawrence and Vie Ottawa, and our our autonomy, and furnisbed Vie means, as

proximlty to the great ports of Europe. weil as Vie occa*sion, to proclaim It with

If 1 bave allowed myseif to cbange Vie solema sanction. Through our eloquent and

order of the speech of His Majesty's repre- fully autborized representatIve, Vie first citi-

sentative, ln order to analyze It, however zen of Vie Dominion, Canada rcfused to

imperfectly 1 bave presented it, and If 1 mix hersoif la Vie affaira o! the United

have reserved to Vie end my views of Vie Klngdom, whilst claimlng for herseif comn-

paragraphs of Vie speech which relate fo plete liberty of action; this sbould. be for

Vie Imperial con! erence and Vie negotia- ail of us a subject of satisfaction and re-

tion of a treaty between France and Can- jolcing. It should be for ail of us a subject

ada, It is Vint, ln n'y humble judgment these of gratification Viat the conference. bas

paragraphs forre Vie most Interesting part, served to consecràte and proclaima ln a

Vie niost important and Vie moat encoura- manner as solemn as explicit, Vie blesslng

ging lin a speech s0 f ull of interest and o! our national autonomy whlch a group

hope. Tbe news Vint Vie Canadian gov- of uneniightened and badly advised citizens

erament had, Virough Vie Finance Minister appeared wlllng to bave curtalled.

sud Vie Minister of Marine, negotiated wiVi Tbe pariament of Canada, in affirming its

Vie goverament o! Vie Frencb Republic a approvai and Its gratitude for Vie firm, dlg-

treaty la vîrtue o!. whicb our commercial nlfied and eigbtened. attitude of Its repre-

relations witi France wlll be greatly facili- sentative at Vie Imperial conference wouid

tated bas been welcomed with general only be faithfuiiy interpreting Vie views of

satisfaction. Everyone sees in Vint Impor- ail Vie inhabltants of confederatioli. Every-

tant event an immedlate consequelice, a body ttiroughout Canada bas applauded Vie

happy resuit of Vie entente cordiale towards admirable manner ln which our represen-

which His Majesty, our Illustrious King, tative acquitted hlmself on Vie difficult

bas so largely contrlbuted. mission which had been confided to bim at

This treaty and Vie more direct and fre- the Imperlal conference, of wbich It la

quent Intercourse and consequeiitly more strictly true to say Vint he was Vie inspiring

amicable relations wbich will flow from it, genlue, the sure guide and Vie directing

will contribute to Vie material progress of force.

Vie parties Immediately interested, and will The brilliant picture whlch His Excel-

serve at Vie same time to draw dloser Vie lency submaits to us would not be a con'-

ties of friendship and sympaViy 'whlch Vie> plete painting If It did not contain a sha-

alliance of France and Engl-and bave dow, and la Vie recital of Vie strlkiIig evente

created. of Vie year 1907 we would have feit Viat

This new treaty of commerce constitutes Vie speech of Vie represents-tive of the King

equal proof of Vie very real effect o! Vie T%,ould. bave been defective if It bad not

entente cordiale, and Vint it has already memntion of the great disaster, the

produced tangible resuIt. ae L
Canadians belleve firmly that their îoyalty f a]ling of Vi Quebec bridge and Vie terrible

to the British crown is in no wise Incompa- loss of hf e whicb resulted Vierefron'. It

tible wlth their desire and their determina- is to be hoped tlîat Vie lose caused to the

tion to maintain and assure to Vie Dominion country, as wel as to Vie familles of the


