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Trhe PHAIRMA-N (Mr. Gagnon): The
hon. gentleman is out of order in disoussing
carpets when we arc speaking of statutes.

Mr. CARIAN: The matters of which the
bon, gentleman complains have nothing to
do with my departrnent or with this vote;
they are entireiy under the supervision of
the internai econorny cornmittee of this bouse,
whicb is composed of bis own feilow members.

Mr. POULIOT: I wish to tell the minister
that I am n ot putting the biame on him at
ail. In repiy to the chairman I wili oniy
say this: I ivas flot speaking of generai mer-
chandise or rugs as such but by way of com-
parison, and I arn saying that it is more
expensive to buy a rug for 8480 than to suppiy
members of this bouse with bound Hansards
in both languages.

Iteni agreed to.

Distribution of officia] documents, $39,000.
Mr. CARAN: This vote bas been cut down

from 842,500, a reduction of $3,500, owing to
the fact that we have made a careful revision
of the officiai lista of documents being sent
out. As a result of deaths and from other
causes the list bas been reduced.

Item agreed to.

Printing and binding officiai publications for
sale and distribuition to departments and the
public, $42,750.

Mr. CAHRAN: This is money that cornes
back into tbe treasury.

Item agreed to.

Dominion Bureau of Statistics, $351,000.
Mr. BOUCHARD: Reading the bulletins

that are issued, one is apt to conclude that
we are getting out of tbe crisis very quickly,
that we are on the upgrade, and one is apt
to take a vers' optimaistic view of conditions
in Canada. I do pot object to that at ail,
but I am wondering whether that is part of
the poiicy of statistical makebelieve, designed
to make a good showing. I sbould like to
see tbe statistics a littie more, I wili not say
accurate but more in keeping with the actual
facts. Is it the decided policy of the depart-
ment to publish only sucb statisties as make
a good showing?

Mr. STEVENS: The statistics are pub-
lisbied accurateiy and strictly in accordance
with the facts, and there is a large nqjmber of
publications on various subjects wbicb are
put out as regularly as clockwork montbly
an(1 even weekiy in some cases. These are
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very volurninous. The bulletin is a surn-
marization of theni for tbe convenience
chiefly of the press.

Mr. BO'TJHARD: I am referring more
particularly to the bulletin; 1 wiil not make
any observations on the statisties in generai.
I arn sondering wbetber the bulletin shows
the facts exactiy as they are or whetber it is
intended to give people abroad the idea that
everytbing is on the upgrade and that every-
thing is ail right witb Canada--on the eve
of an election. tbough I would not blarne
the minister for taking that precaution.

Mr. STEVENS: A survey of ail issues of
this kind, such as Irving Fisber's and the
American Bureau, the bondon Econornist's
publications and ail standard publications,
showvs tbat in about 80 per cent of them there
is indicated a generai tendency to rise. I do
not think it is pretended by anyone tbat the
risc is rapid, but thcre is a general indication,
purely statistical, of a sligbit and continuous
upward curve; and in our publication we are
foiiowing as cioseiy and accurately as we can
the day-to-day or week-to-week statistical
record.

Mr. NEILL: I rnust confess that I forrned
an opinion somewhat sirnilar to tbat expressed
by my bon friend (Mr. Boucbard). It seemed
to me that the seleetion of the items in that
bulletin was calcul-ated to f orm good propa-
ganda for the corning election, to put it
biuntly. I wish to refer te, the subject that
was discussed the iast tirne the minister's
estimates were under consideration. I corn-
piained that the information given in one
of the minister's publications differed con-
siderabiy from tbe information given in an-
other one or in others, and 1 instanced tbree
cases of the export of canned saîrnon. I gave
the quarter ending in June, the quarter end-
ing in September and the record for nine
rnonths ending September, and I showed that
there wvas a discrepaucy, îiut trivial but run-
ning as high as 60 per cent. That was on the
24tb, and on the 27th, on the orders of the
day, the minister brougbt the matter up and
was aillowed nearly two pages of Hansard to
explain the situation and to show that I was
mistaken. I wonder if I would have been
aiiowed to use two pages on the orders of the
day.

Mr. STEVENS: I was doing it at the re-
quest of the hon. gentleman, he wiil note.

Mr. NEILL: Yes, he said that, but I couid
not find& where I had made a request in the
matter. I made a statement.


