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TRADE WITH RUSSIA

On the Orders of the Day:
Hon. CHARLES MURPHY (Russell):

Mr. Speaker, in view af the annauncement
that a trade agreement bas been entered
inta between the Government ai Great
Britain and the Soviet Government af
Russia, may I inquiro il this Gaverument
has taken or is about ta take any steps ta
promote trade between Canada and Russia?

Right Han. Sir GEORGE FOSTER
(Minister ai Trade and Commerce): Mr.
Speaker, no particuldr steps have been
taken ai late. The situation as regards
Russia and Canada is simply this-that
any Russian subject bas a perfect right ta
came ta Canada ta make,-purchases and
pravide for payment ta the Canadians irom
whom. be makes purchases; and Canadians
have a 'perfect right ta trade with Rus-
sian subjects. -Notwithstanding the trade
commissions that we sent ta Russia, condi-
tions in that country entirely apart irom
general worid conditions, are nat favour-
abie ta Canadian trade; but since the Arm-
istice there bas been na embargo on trade
relations between the twa countries.

Mr. J. H. SINCLAIR (Antigonisb and
Guysborough): Mr. Speaker, do the termis
ai the treaty which bas been completed
between Great Britain and Russia apply
ta Canada?

Sir GEORGE FOSTER: The treaty be-
tween Great Britain and the Soviet au-
thorities bas been cancluded entireiy ir-
respective ai the self-governing dominions.

Mr. MURPHY: May I ask the right hon.
gentleman if the conditions in Russia ta
which he reierred ipiilitate against Canada
ta any greater degree than they do against
Great Britain?

Sir GEORGE FOSTER: The conditions
i Russia are equaily uniortunate for, bath

cauntries. They arise irom the coniused
state ai affairs in Russia itself and irom
tbe almost compiete breakdown ai trans-
portation fadilities there; those are the
special conditions. Then, ai course, there
is the general trade condition ai the world
in the matter ai excbange and credits.

CANADIAN NATIONAL RAILWAYS
PRODUCTION OF PAPERS

On the Orders ai the Day:
Mr. F. S. CAHILL .(Pontiac): Mr.

Speaker, I wish ta ask the Minister ai
Railways and Canais (Mr. Reid), in view
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ai bis statement regarding tbe resolution
ai the hon. member for Quebec West (Mr,
Parent), if it is the policy ai the Govern-
ment that carrespondence between the ai-
ficers ai the Canadian National Railways
will nat be produced in this House when
asked for?

Hon. J. D. REID (Minister ai Railways
and Canais): Mr. Speaker, the answer I
gave ta the hon. member (Mr. Parent)
was that the carrespondence he asked for
was nat in the possession ai the Gavern-
ment, and ai course I could not produce it.

Mr. CAHILL: I would ask the minister
whetber he refuses ta produce the carres-
pondence? The niatter bas ta do with bis
department.

Han. W. S. FIELDING (Sheiburne and
Queen's): Does my hon. iriend mean ta
imply that -.transactions relating ta the
Canadian National railways are not ta be
brougbt ta the notice ai this flouse, and
that an hon. member cannot properly ask,
subject ta the usual rule regarding canfi-
dential matters, ta have brought before
Pariament any carrespandence relating ta
any public matter in the' Dominion ai
Canada?,

Right Hon. ARTHUR MEIGHEN
(Prime Minister): This is a subject that
bas came up very irequently, and the rule
adopted by Parliament is, I think, weli
knawn. The board ai directors ai the Na-
tional railways operate tbe system just as
the board ai directors ai any ather railway
whase stock is nat; awned by the Govern-
ment operate their system. The carres-
pondence ai the board ai directors is in
the possession ai the National Railways,
and it bas not been the practice that this
Governnient should ask that ail matters ai
aperation be submitted ta it or ta this
House for review; tbey came befare the
Hanse in the usual way in the annual re-
part ai the board ai directars. That is
the policy which bas been adopted and
which naw prevails.

Mr. FIELDING: Subject ta the general
rule that confidentiai documents cannot in
the public interest be produced, which we
admit readily, does my right bon. iriend
lmply that because tbe Canadian National
Railways take the farmi ai a company, in
wbich the people ai Canada are the awners
ai ail the stock, therefore we cannot ask
for papers relating ta the transactionst ai
that vast enterprise in whicb tbe peopie's
money is invested?
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