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has made bis faim i>mplements .and sends
them .to Winnipeg or Edmonton, another
freight irate is paid, the rate b.eing incresaed
on account of the additional material that
enters into the product. Theref are, every
time t.hat the article is shippe-d from thi-
time it origin-ally leaves the mine until as a
manufa-ctured article it reaches the 'con-
sumer or final user, there is an increase in
freig-ht rates. Therefore, -an increase of
Ifreight ra-tes o!f another 25 per cent would
at once in-crease -the price of the f arm imple-
nient or other manufactured, article lu the
samne proporltion.

National railways we have and National
railways we wish ta keep. But in certain
quarters there is a fear that, after we h ive
in-creased the rates fromn year ta year and
made themn s0 that a private company can
make millions and came back as conquerers
af the people, alter au-r national railroads
have been, improved and better equipped
through Parliament's yearly votes af money
-which I am willing to vate ta the Minister
of Railways-it may be that those' aid rail-
raad magnates who are still living in the
country mnay passibly decide that they
will seek t'o tiake b-ack the-se rajiroacis and
run them for their awn benefits.

In this cannection the Minister of Rail-
ways (Mr. Reid) with bis usual good will,
I hope, will permit me ta make some sug-
gestions whi<'h are, perhaps, nat ail of my
own creation, but which are in the public
mind of the people af the Maritime Pro-
vinces and, no daubt, of other districts of
aur extensive country. The minister has
spoken to-day of the personnel of the comn-
mission; be has spoken of Mr. E3anna,
against whom 1 have nothing to say. I had
occasion once in my life ta meet him with
some af my colleagues, and hie was very
courteous on that occasion, but that is al
I know of him except that nothing resulted
fram aur suggestions. I will, however, make
the saine suggestion ta any one who is on
that commission. When the commission was
created and the personnel was te be chasen,
the then han. member for Kamouraska, now
the hon. member for Quebec East (Mr.
Lapointe) suggested that on that commis-
sian theie .should be et least one man oSe
two fromn the rainks of labour to represerit
the labour element and ta give the bene-
fit of their experience in the management
of the railway. That suggestion was treated
with scorn by the Minister of the Interior
(Mr. Meigben) who was in charge of the
Bill at that time. No labour representa-
tive has heen put on the commission, and
alter a year's experience, we have the re-

suit of $47,000,000 of a deficit. There were
many reasans far the suggestion of my han.
friend (Mr. Lapointe) that labour shauld be
represented, one idea being not only for the
sake of representation as'a matter of pride,
but in order that the benefit of the experi-
ence of the labour representative in the
management more particularly of labour
should be given ta the administration. The
Minister of Railways, when be made bis
statement and showed tbe conditians and
reasans for that deficit, attributed it ail ta
the increase in wages, and hie told us that
out of every dollar spent for administra-
tion during the year 84 cents went for
labour. The Canadian Pacific, in making
a repart, gave the amaunt af their labour
cost at 77 per cent. Who knows if one of
the labour element on the railway, with bis
experience, more particularly af labour,
knowing where it can be of best service and
how ta save money f rom day ta day and
tramn hour ta hour during the day, would
have been the author af a saving of millions
of dollars by the proper distribution of
labour wbich, under incompetent manage-
ment, is often used with no resuits? That,
no doubt, was the reasan for the suggestion
of my hon. friend (Mr. Lapainte), and it
xvas the idea which animated me whien 1
voted for his motion at that time. It bas
already been confirmed by great railway
autharitîps who have been studying the rail-
way problemi in the United States, when a
year or so aga the United States Govern-
ment were considering whether they should
return the railroads ta private corporations
or keep tbemn under their own operation.
In this connectian I wish to quate fromn a
report made by one af the members af the
Interstate Commerce Commission of the
United States, and which was publisbed in
The Annals of the American Academy of
Palitical and -Social Science in the inonth
of November hast, just a few months after
my lion. friand fromn Quebec East bad made
his suggestion te this Gaverument. .ý qucte
framn page 86 af that report:

At present the labour question is a most Im-
portant phase of the railroad problem. In-
dustrial warfare upon the railroads speils ruin.
It is more than a question of strikes. Every
one knows that the country cannot long endurea- stoppage in is transportation arteries, but
nat every one realizes how closely the furnish-
ing of good service at reasonable rates Is bound
up with loyal cc-operation between the men and
the management. It is but ans aspect of the
question which is agitating the whole world at
the present time. how ta secure whole-hearted,
willing work and increase production. Labour
Is fast caming ta realize that Increases In
wages may not of themselves achieve desired
results.


