
[COMMONS]

Mr. 14OVELL. It lias never been widened,
ias it ?

Mr. DAVIES (P.E.I.) No. And from Char-
lottetowni eastwarl for 12' or 14 miles and a little
westward iof ummerside, making 60 miles out of
115. The riginmal rails remain over the greater
portionOf of the rail.d. They have runi this as eco-
nomIlically as posâsible. anîd have actually taken the
rails out of the sidings and put them 1on the main
roatd iin lieu o.f the worni-out rails there.

Mr. IlOWELL, ' vThey arc old iron rails ?
Mi. )DAV I ES (P. E.la.) Yes, laid in 1873, anl they

have lived alrealv more than the life of an ordinarV
rail. They have atuaillv eut off the bail part of the
endl of some (of the rails and brought the rails to-
gether. A short timie agi.o I took a trip over the road
anîd entered into conversation with mnany of the c ,on-
ductors and section-men and others on the road with
a view.I.bf informing mîyself as to its condition, and I
learnied that t here was a prevailing impression t hat,
unless t hiese rails were renoved and steel rails
substituted for themn, there would in the nîear fu-
ture be a serioius accident, that it couli njot be
avoided, that the rails were worn-out and hal al-
iost carried the last car they conld carry, and

eeîvr day the men were expecting that an accident
wouit lIappenI. In fact there have been somsie
accidents, thougli happily niot attended with tragic
resuilts.

Mlr. BOW E LL. Fromi that cause?
Mr. 1) A VI ES (P. E. I.) Ini one case it was certainly

frou that cause. Isaw the chief engineur and told
hii the reports I had hîad on tlhis subject, and that I
wias afraid. fromu the serious manner in which this
information was conveyed to ie, and judging the
weight to be attachied to it from the nianuer in
which it was imparted, that unless lie dii something
very soon lie ioul be liable to hear of a serious
accident, probably involving thelossof life. He
aiff;ecteto u treat the matter lighitly. He said these
section-men were in ithe habit oif mnakiiig Iu) that
kind of story in order to get a better class of rails
but, fron the manner in which t.hey told me thie, I
an satisfiel that it is essential for the safety of the
lives of 'the passengers on that road that these old
rails, which were very liglht at the first-as the
chief engineer will tell you, fori he was the contractor
for the r'oad-shîould be removed, as they are abso-
lutely uiltit for use. I think the lion. gentleman
shoull see, if it is possible, that the remnainîing
portion of the road should be relaid with steel rails.

MrI. BOW ELL. I will call the attention of the
chief engineer to the statement the lion. gentleman
lias made and to the importance of having an im-
mediate report upon the state of the road in order
to prevent the accidents which lie fears may
Occuir.

Mr. DAVIES (P. E. I.) 1 called attention at a
previous stage of the session to the fact that, while
I nade these stateinents, the departient had been
officially iniforned by the superintendent that the
condition of the road was excellent. I said I had
gone over the road and I believed that to be true as
to the general condition of the road, but that, if it
embraced the rails, it would be misleading the de-
partnent, and that the chief engineer should be
asked to report upon the subject.

Mir. BOWELL. One would scarcely conceive it
possible that the chief superintendent would report

Mir. DAVIEs (P.E.I.)

the road in an excellent condition if the rails were
lot fit to be run u0pon1.

Expenses connected-withî the drill and
training of the Militi..........S25,000

Sir RICHARD DCARTWRIGHT. No doubt the
Minister of Militia received all imaginable varieties
of counsel last iight, but every hon. gentleman whîo
spoke, I think, agreed that whether I had been a

1 little too severe on these camps of instruction in
alleging that, practically. they only gave tire or six
daVs' instruction, there was very little doubt that.
in so faim as the rural battalions were concemned, the
time for drill, spread, as it was, over intervals of two
years, was far too short to be o>f practical service.
Now, the lion. Minister, in the few remarks lie
made, admitted that it was true, but lie did not
appear to liave considered amy practical plan for
amendling thait fault. All lie said was that if lie
iad plenty of imiey at his disposail he would give

longer instruction, and keep tlihei out foir 15 or 16
dalys if lie could. Now, I have sonie doubts whîet lier
we can afforil to spcnd imore money, ailthough
we miglt use it better. After ail, a million
and a-quarter liere, and seven or eiglht. huundred'
thousand iin the North-West, is a large proportioi
of our available resources-altogether about two
millions a vear, not to speak of the expenses of
headqu arters here-about two hundred thousaind
dollars, I lare say. As I say, two million dollars
is a large proportion of our available funds at the
disposal Of the Finance Minister, which, as every-
body knîows, are v"astly less thlanu the nominal fuids,
owiing to the immense amount of our fixed charges.
Thie question, I think, will resolve itself into this
Whlîether this million ani a-quarter could not he
better expended. Now, without desirinig to speak
authoritatively on this subject, in particular ili the
presence of thme lion. inember for West Toronto
(Mr. Denison), I really thiink that the Government
ouglht to consider une, or two, or three plans-eithîer
they ouglht to reduce the nunber of the iilitia to
suchi strength as would enah!e the for'ce, sich as it
is, to be kept in a state of reasonable efficiency hy
passing, as has been done in other countries,
successive terims of three or five years, or whatever
time the men choose to serve. Or they nighît aîdopt
another plai which has ai good deal to recommînenid
it, they miglit insist on the commîissioned and nionî-
comimissioned officers being drilled and ¡kept

in a state - of reasonîable etficiency every
year, even if it was not found practicable
to sumimîon aill the mien of the rural bat-
talions. I think we might also, without detri-
ment to the service, make a pretty decided division
between the city corps and tle rural battalions ;
they could be treated, without detrinent to the
mîîilitiaî s-ervice, iii a different way. There is no
doubt thiat these city corps are very desirable to
imaintain for mnany reasons, wholly apairt from the
question of our being called upon to fight for our
lives and our country against our neigh bours to
the south of us. There is no doubt that when you
have large cities in which there is apt to be ant
elemenît developed more or less dangerous, it is iii
the interest of the cities in particular, and of the
country in general, that in these large places a
tolerable military force sliould be, in case of emer-
gency, at the disposal of the civil authorities, and
boti here and elsewhere good resuilts have arisen
fromn that precaution. I do think that the Minis-
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