
COMMONS DEBATES.
That it is expedient to amend the -Aet respecting the treatment and

relief of aick and distressed mariners, so as to extend the benefit thereof to
vessels employed in fishing on certain conditions.

He said: It bas been found in practice that a great many
fishing vossels, both Canadian and foreign vessels, visiting
our coast do not pay any sick marinera' fees until they have
a seaman or fisherman sick on board. Consequently, there
was a charge upon the mariners' fund in this way without
there being any corresponding income. I now propose to
allow Canadian registered vessels to participate in the
benefits of that fnnd, on condition that before starting on a
voyage they pay the sick marinera' duos.

Resolution considored in Committee and reported.
Mr. McLELAN introduced Bill (No. 129) to amend the Act

respecting the treatment and rehief of sick and distresod
marinera.

BiIl rend the first time.

RETURNS RESPECriNG MILITIA MATTERS.

Mr. SOMERVILLE (Brant). Before the Orders of the
Day are called, I desire to enquire when the return ordored
in respect of the purchase of tenta in connection with the
Militia Department will be brought down. I fail to under.
stand why the preparation of these returns should be
delayed so long. Furthermore, in this connection, I am
informed that the three tenta which were stated to have
been purchased by the Militia Department, in answer to a
question which I put on the paper sorne time ago, were
not such tenta as were required for militia purposes, but
wure tents loaned out to friends of the Minister
of Militia. If such is the fact, I should like to be informed
in regard to the matter. I am also informed, on what I
believe to b reliable authority, that it is the practice of
the Militia Department, to loan not only tenta but other
property belonging to the Government. I have been in-
formed that a gentleman who formerly held a seat in this
House has now in his garden at Sherbrooke, an ornamental
war gun which is the property of this Government, and
which is used for tho purpose of ornamenting his gardon,
I am further informed that supporters of the Government,
have the privilege of borrowing from the Minister of
Militia or from his Department, tents, when they wish to
go out camping in the summer season, or on shooting ox.
peditions. If that be so, the HIouse should b informed
with respect to those three particular tents, which I have
been informed were purchased, not for the use of the Militia
Department, but for the use of friende of the Minister of
Militia.

Mr.. lARON. The hon. gentleman has given us a won-
derful dmount of information, and as far as quantity goes it
is certainly very considerable. The only trouble is, that
the quality is not equal to the quantity. The hon. gentle-
man placed upon the paper a question asking me, as Minis-
ter of Militia, to furnish him information in regard to some
tents. The question was answered, and 1 think the bon.
gentleman must consider that, in the position which a pub-
ic man occupies as the head of a Department, the answer
which ho gave was an answer given on his responsibility;
and the hon. gentleman must bu satisfied with that answer.
The hon, gentleman Eays he as " been informed." The
question would be an interesting one as to the person or
persons from whom the hon. gentleman gets his informa-
tion. If I wanted to do what the hon. gentleman has done
to-day, I might say I had been informed that the hon. gen-
tleman was getting information from a source from which
he could not expect it to ho reliable. lowever, I
do not consider it nocessary to enquire into the sources from
which t hon. gentleman chooses to get his information;
but I can tell the hon. gentleman that the three tente, which
have been purchased by the Department of Militia and De-

fence, are net ornamental tents. They may be ornarmental
from the view which the hon. gontleman takes of what an
ornamental tent is ; but it is a matter of perfect indifference
to me what the hon. gentleman considers te bo an orna-
mental tent. The threo tents, in respect of which the hon.
gentleman placed the question on the paper, are tents which
have been ordered upon the recommendation of the offleors
of the Department as smplel tents. They are te be placed
in the stores of the Militia Department, and whether the
hon. gentleman considers them ornamental or not, they
have been ordered for the purposo of getting exactly a
sample of what was considered te bu the best tents to be
introduced into the service; and in consulting the oflicers
of the Department, I thought I was doing wvhat was right un-i
proper te do, and I am sorry te see, from the course which
the hon. gentleman bas taken, that my ideas have not coin-
cided with the views entertained by the hon. gentleman.
The hon. gentleman has placed seven motions on the paper
for the purpose of obtaining information from the Militia
Department. The work of preparing the roturns which
the Governmont consentol to bring down, was placed
in hand as soon as possible, and I can tell the hon. gentle-
man that the return respecting the tents, about which ha
wanted information, was laid on the Table seven days ago,
but se little importance did he attach to the information
which he wanted, apparently, te get for a purpose, that the
hon. gentleman lias not taken the trouble to mako himself
aware that this information has been brought down. Other
information is being sought for, and the iretuins will b3
brought down in due course. lion. gentlemen wi!! under-
stand that when sevoral returns ar akuJel for at onu and
the same time, more especially with regard to the Militia
Department, where the staff is limited, some time must
elapse before they can be made ready; but two additional
returns will bu ready by to-morrow, I hope.

Mr. SOMERVILLE. (Brant). The Minister ofMilitia is
mistaken.

Sone hon. MEMBERS. Order, iorder.
Mr. SPEAKER. I perhaps acted irregularly in allowing

the hon. gentleman to proceed beyond askçing a question.

Mr. SOMERVILLE (Brant). i wish to make a personl
explanation.

Mr. CARON. Mi. Speaker, y ou allowed th hon. gentle-
man to go outsido-

Mr. SOMERVILLE (Brant). I am notgoing outside the
question, but I wish te say that the Minister of Militia is
mistaken in supposing that I did not sec the return, becauso
I have scen the return which was made to a motion put on
the paper, and I say it is only a partial return. I am net so
ignorant of the matter as the hon. gentleman imagines, as
1 have taken some time to look into it, and I know what I
am speaking about.

Mr. CARON. I say the lion. gentleman is completely
mistaken, and that h has no right to say that hie rot urn
which was brought down is a partial return. The return
is the only one which the Dapartment of Militia could bring
down ; and I repeat that the hon. gentleman lias no right
to stand up and state that a return which has been brought
down upon the responsibility of the head of the IDepartment
is a partial return. Dous the hon. gentleman imagine for a
moment that I could consent to bring down anything but
what is a fuill report obtained from the information whih we
possess in the Department.

Sir RICHARD CARTWRIGHT. I do not think my
hon. friend the Minister of Militia ought to complain-

Some lion. MEMBERS. Order, order.

Sir RICIARD CARTWRIGHT. Iam speaking to the
point of order.
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