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miles farther away-and f rom the Leamington and Niagara districts, of $2.90 per
hundred. I take these figures from a letter which is dated March lOth last, and it
says: 'The $4.20 rate stili exists, although complaint was laid some two or three
years ago.e

A. That arises partly from the fact that two companies had to handie the freiglit.
If originates at Forest with the Canadian Express Company, and they take it as far
as they gan. At North Bay, they give it to the Dominion Express Company. By so
doing, it resuits in a rate, as you see, of $4.20. If instead of that, the Canadian
Express Company had taken the freighf to Sarnia and given it f0 the Dominion Ex-
press Company there, thus avoiding the long haul f0 North Bay, the rate would be
$3.25 instead of $4.20.

Q. Who is the proper authority to -advise them to do sol?
A. We have that question under consideration at present. I have had confer-

ences recertly with the express companies and they have been requested to enlarge
their f ariffs so that the shipper, where the freight has to pass fhrough the hands of
two or more conipanies, wîll get the lowest combination of rates, no niatter whether
the initial company has a short haul or a long haul.

By Mr. Robb:

Q. The point made by iMr. Armstrong affects the géneral trade of the whole
-country.

A. Yes, the express companies should bcecompelled to make rates the same as the
freighf rates are made.

A. Yes. 0f course if the Canadian had taken their rate te Sarnia and added
that to the Dominion rate froni Sarnia f0 Winnipeg it would be $3.25. But the
Canadian need nof have taken the goods to Sarnia, they could stifl have taken it to
North Bay so as to get their full mileage percentage rate, but in order to arrive at
the hest rate they must take the lowest combination.

Q. But supposing at the same tume there was competition between the Dominion
and the Canadian 'companies both in the same place?

A. 0f course in that case the one meets the rate of the other.
Q. It is not fair, the present state of affairs.
A. Mr. Armstrong, fhey are now working on that. It means much work. In a

new tariff we have practically f0 go over the whole situation in order f0 prepare it.
,The agent at Forest, if ho gets that shipmenf te Winnipeg, will have the rates of
the Dominion Express f rom Sarnia, froni Toronto, from. North Bay, from ail the
points 'where the two companies conneet, and be will take the lowest combination,
and add together f0 arrive at the through rate, but he sends if over his own line to
North Bay in order te get the long haul for his own company, It does nef interfere
with the rouf ing af all, the shipper wiIl gef the lowest combined rate.

Q. 'What will that Jowest rate be? What will be the différence befween the lowest
combined rate and the single rate, providing there are two comapanies in the same
town?

A. In this case I think the lowest rate would be, insfead of $4.20, $3.25 from
Forest to Winnipeg, that is on the Sarnia basis.

Q. What is the lowest rate on the Sarnia basis?
A. The rate (from, Sarnia is $2.90, and 35 cents f0 Sarnia.

Q.Yes, 35 cents for the haul of 15 or 20 miles.

By the (Jhairman:

Q.That is *4.20 froni Forest?
A. That is what they charged.
Q. That is what they charged, surely that must be the old rate?
A. Yes, the combined rate wili be $3.25


