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United Nations-force which they have subsequently found ; I think,
to be very helpful to them "in the solution of the difficultie s
we are all in now . That abstention on their part, from their
point of view, was a perfectly reasonable one, just as absten-
tion on our part under certain circumstances seems to us also
to be perfectly reasonable .

The t~on . member for St . Paul's and others have asked
me a good many questions about the functions of this force, how
it is .going to operate, what is the chain of command, and what
is the relationship of this force to the government of the
country in which it is operating . It is not easy to answer all
these questions at the present time because the organization,
the function and the principles under which the force is to
operate, its relationship not only to the governmerit of the
country in which it is operating but to the governments which
have sent troops to the force -- all these things we are now
trying to work out . I assure my hon. friend that that work is
certainly not completed . The force is operating under the reso-
.lution to which I referred earlier, which is now in effect and
which authorizes it to secure and supervise the cessation of
hostilities in accordance with all the terms of a previous reso-
lution, the resolution which was passed two or three days before,
and which in general does lay down the functions of the force .

Those functions under that earlier resolution were to
bring about a cease-fire, and that has been done ; to bring about
the withdrawal of forces behind the armistice line ; to desist
from raids across the armistice line into neighbouring territory ;
to observe scrupulously the provisions of the armistice agree-
ment, andLto take steps to Ze-open the Suez Canal and to restore
and secure freedom of navigation .

The Assembly has . ordered all these -things to be done,
and the force itself is to police the doing of them . In line
with certain principles and functions which have been approved
by the Assembly and which are put out in detail in a United
Nations document which has been tabled (A-3302 of November 6)
this is the final report of the Secretary-General on the plans
for this emergency force, and especially paragraphs 6 to 12
which outline his idea of how it should function .

Now, it is of *cardinal importance that in this func-
tioning the force should be under United Nations control and
not under the control or dictation of any one member of the
United Nations, including Egypt . I tried to make it as clear
as I could the other day, and I have tried to make it clear
at the United Nations General Assembly, that we would not
accept any other interpretation of the functions, the tasks
and the duties of this force .

I know that in this debate some very hard and harsh
words have been used against the dictator of Egypt, and I
certainly am not here to defend him . But I think it is also
well to remember there is a relationship between this force


