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. Our relations, then, must be built on knowledge and understanding
and not merely on sentimente So far ss knowledge is concerned, we
(anadians have more to complain about than you. It is natural, however,
that we should know more sbout You that you do about us, We are a small
country, in population.. Though short on quantity, we are, of course, long
on qualitys We have too few people and too much geography. Furthermore,
it is only during recent years that we have gained complete constitutional
control of our own affairss Previously, we wers lumped as colonials with
"those British"e What we do, or do mot doe does not often make much
difference to youe We are friendly and well disposed, and can be taken for
grantede We do not normally even have enough nulsance value to command

attention « until e begin to restrict the importation of oranges from
California and vegetables from Texase

- We have little’ exotic,appeal, except as lone treopers or
indomitable Mountiese We are merely the country from which the hockey players
and the cold waves come, and which provides ocossional headlines when five
babies are born to one mother, or a doctor discovers insulin or we uncover
anest of spies, or a new gold mine, iie have, in fact, been lacking in
colourful appeal, except possibly in Quebec, where the people, speaking
snother language, are different enough to be quaint and interesting to you,
It is always exciting, of course s to try out your high sshool French, but
if you did it in Toronto, Winnipe§ or Vanoouver, you would probably be
aswered in high school "American®s Why, even politically mnd
historically, we haven't mueh.sex appeale e change our governments - when
ve do change them = by general oleetions, whioh aren't, I fear, as exciting
18 yoursy though conduoted,.we think, with much leass fuss and waste. motion
aind more efficiencys Certainly we have nothing that could compare with a
latin Americam revolution as a method of political changes .

On the other hand, I agsure you that we know all about youe
fou have made certain of that through films, radio, magazines, books and
svon speechese Canadian cities are on the North American circuit and the
Yorth American wave lengthe : Much of what we know gives us oonfidence and
lopee Some things cause us anxiety, as I know they do yous We view your
tctivities with a friendly but not a flatterer's eyec How can we help being
vorried, when we realize that on the foreign and domestio policies of this
great, newly-awakened, reluotant gilant, whioch has had world responsibilities
inposed on it without its own contrivingg depend to a great extent our own
jrosperity snd our own hopéw of peaces S -

- ' It has been said that the British Empire was established in a
/it of absence of minde It i1s far more accurate to say that the power of the
hited States in the world, & power now decisive, was established against
the will of Ameriocans, who werse quite oontent without it., But there it is,
ind there it will remaineg Canada, like other countries, however at times
fecls & shade uneasy at the realisation that her destiny lies to such & great
xtent in the hands of snother countrys At the same time, as the people who
mow you best, Canadians can tell the other peace-loving nations of their good
fortune that this power is in the hands of a people who are decent, democratic
“d padific} unambitious for imperial pamp or rulee

~ Ne are, then your clogest neighbour, your most oandid friend
“d your most oonstructive oritic. It is therefore essential that we should
Ave, not a better knmowledge of you, we have that; but a better understanding
*f your problems, and appreciation of your motives and aotionse You on
Pur part, as I have said, should, I think, learn more about & country which
8 now of great importance to you, in war and pescee ‘

‘ Therefore, as & Canadian ;peaking the fellow-Americans, I would
like to te11 you something of our basic facts of life and how they affect youe




