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control of the régions and their functions. Under military rule, funds from oil
revenues were not properly distributed under revised fédéral systems for
allocation of res6urces. Imposition of new laws such as the Land Use Decree
allowed the central military govemment to impose a formula on the entire
country, over-riding former local autonomy in these matters. On a constitutional
level, constituent régions lost their autonomous rights in 1979, with subséquent
military régimes defending the right to ratifý arly constitutional changes. In Dr.
Ekeh, s opinion, all of the above developments had led to alienation,
lawlessness and corruption, violence, and militarization in the country. His policy
options for reform under a retum to civilien rule included: increased attention to
the rights of states; limiting the rights of central goverriment; reconfiguration of
the Nigerian constitution; and repeal of the Land Use Decree.

V. S&ategi« for Increasing CMzen Partielpation In Polley Making

Confèrence participants discussed how to increase citizen participation in policy
making under ü* transition to civilian rule, and ciarified die potential role of
Canadian foreign policy in relation to this. Their key observations were es
follows:

Canada can provide key resources in terms of offermg advice and
expertise on différent models of féderalisrri (e.g. what has and hasn, t
worked in the Canadian conte)d) and how to deal with structural issues of
representation and resource allocation. This would support the
development of new forms of coopérative féderalism in Nigeria.

Canadian support for const"onal reform processes such es the
Sovemîgn NaüS'W C;onference would provide opportunities for
constructive dialogue among divem éléments of Nenan society.
Sq>port for processes to allow the "boftmi-up,, construction of policies

ýànd consüüjüonal would alzo be beneficial.

Canadian «=ragenwt and apport for ragotiabon and conflict
resolutiS among stakeholders in Nigeria woUd be a key aid to the
démocratie traMition process, 80 that fragile political relationships can be
ab of io m md. This could be oombined with apport for national
niobilbmtion of citizens üvough ekxtwil education activities that counter
the 'eümicýn1 agenda of some forces in Nigeý.

SUPPOrt tO OrAbie Civil 90ciMY RPWÙ=tions In diffèrent régions of NiWa
to share &MIs, stratégies and resoum« in a coordinat9d fashion to


