
intentionally promoted a process whereby the rote of consumer representative,
bureaucrat and politician were distinguished and used to advantage to influence the
development of disability friendly international initiatives such as the United Nation's
IYDP Plan of Action and ensuring that disabled people were protected under the
category of T other» within the International Covenant of Human Rights s).

2. Development of Disabled Peoples' International (DPI). There is good reason to
doubt whether DPI would have developed into as a strong and credible an
international voice of disabled people as it is if support from Canada had not been
there. The Government of Canada along with a non-govemnmental international
development organization, the Mennonite Central Committee, took a particular
interest in providing support at critical times in DPI's early years. Funding was by no
means easy to achieve, and frequently involved a significant struggle, but such
support was there at the beginning and to varying degrees has been maintained
over time. Other countries, notably Sweden and Finiand, also have provided
support at various times; but, Canadian support has been the most consistent.
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