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Alarmists keep reeaig hd h French
Il*nguage is on its lest legs in Canada, thet it is
rap141y disappearing and that we wil probably be the
last geeaion to speak French in North Americe.

You wll lowv me to dub these prophecies of
misfortune Whn ws a journalist, I occasionally

hadto onsltold ziewspapet- antd rend a good dea
of' hitocy. Int 1810, people were worrying about the
fate of the French ianguege in Canada and were
predicting that the ou. e generation wouId be

cmltly asimfilted. That was over 150 years
ago. And ever since, every 20 years, the. sanme fears
contine. to b. expresse<I. Even ore recently, if

you look~ at the. newsrpprs of not mor than 25 years
agyou wilU a.. tht a~il advrtising was ini Englsh,

so hateve Frnchdaily newppr adeti
sales of ¾oec s and "win4freakrs." Could

andridcue?~ A fçw yeams ao 'the spoloist
jean-Chals lrdau proposed a theoty which was

openng f apair of sa.issors. 'Whe.as 50O years ago,
our pesns spoke bette French titan the inhaiants
of our ctUp4 thituation is now vry diffe t T'h.

eduate pulicspeaksa l angutage ,whih is in-
cresinly orrctandêcuae hiei ra

whrteee ofisruto i o cran eln

lfuwevur, th tas {f lh first upon us, the
French-speaking citizens of Canada.

What has,, up to now, been a diff&cult survivel
of the French language must beote once ngain a
creative focev. And "cretve force"~ was Meve theI
aynotlym of~ "xaggerated purism". It lsa question
of regenetatitig the language andi not iInerely of pre-
serving it. Aliving langijage cannot lbe a mIasolum.

You should neither becoine inimiae nor caMr
the defêeisive instinct to the point oef on~ unlthy
feer of' ail translationis. Great cultures have always
prcniptly and '*bly translatetl meaningfu writings of


