
paper: the role of NGOs in niediation and reconciliation, Characteri stics of the post-Cold
order have encouraged policy-makers to turn their focus to flot only traditional humanitari
but also conflict resolution and reconciliation funictions. -£s mentioned previously, during
Cold War, the two superpowers tended to concentratt power in the leadership of a particul
government or rebel movemnent. The tendency to limnit the number of sides to a conflict =~
negotiations much simpler and increased the likelihood of a successfùl outoome. Howevei
the breakdown of authority and the n'se in numerous sides with their own power base, thei
much more remote possibility of achieving bargaining success (Natsios 1997a, 338). As J(
Paul Lederach suggests, NGOs in these cases may be able to manage conflict more effecti
due to their special qualities which include having a particular insight into different cultur
having relationships with local partners, and an ability to see the links between crisis
management and long-tern sustainable development ( Lederach, 1997). This is one reasoi
policymnakers have increased their reliance on NOOs, which tend to be deeply rooted in sc
and, therefore, can be seen as a source of indigenous authority for mediation between war
parties. Indeed, where government has collapsed entirely, religious institutions and NGOs
be the only source of authority that has any influence. This advantage may be due to the a


