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under bilateral and multilateral auspices and pledge to sustain and increase 
these efforts. 

24. We urge ratification by all states of the Convention on the Physical 
Protection of Nuclear Material and encourage the application of the I.A.E.A. 
recommendations on the Physical Protection of Nuclear Material . 

25. We pledge our support for efforts to ensure that all sensitive 
nuclear material (separated plutonium and highly enriched uranium) designated 
as not intended for use for meeting defence requirements is safely stored, 
protected and placed under I.A.E.A. safeguards (in the Nuclear Weapon 
States, wader the relevant voluntary offer I.A.E.A.-safeguards agreements) as 
soon as it is practicable to do so. 
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26. Major steps have been taken in recent years towards nuclear 
disarmament. This has created substantial stocks of fissile material designated 
as no longer required for defence purposes. It is vital, as mentioned above, that 
these stockpiles arc safely managed and eventually transformed into spent fuel 
or other forms equally unusable for nuclear weapons and disposed of safely 
and permanently. 

27. The primary responsibility for the safe management of weapons 
fissile naaterial rests with the nuclear weapons states themselves, but other 
states and international organizations are welcome to assist where desired. 

28. We welcome the steps that the United States and the Russian 
Federation have taken to blend highly-enriched uranium (I-LEU) from 
disminntled nuclear weapons to low-enriched uranium (LEU) for peaceful non-
explosive purposes, and the cooperation programs of Canada, France, 
Gerrnany, Italy, Japan, the United ICingdom, the United States of America and 
other states with the Russian Federation for the safe storage, the peaceful uses 
of fissile material released by the dismantlement of nuclear weapons, and their 
safe and secure transportation for that purpose; we encourage other efforts 
along these lines . 


