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production has traditionally been one of Mexico's most
*cQflQific activities. Until this century it had been
*etensively, on open pastures, and with very primuitive
Lowly this industry has been inodernized, inteqrated and
productive. At present, livestock production accounts
of the country's total GDP and for 8.3% of the
al se<ctor's GDP.

ovine population has incrsased gradually mince the.turn
ritury. In 1900, it amounted to 5.1 million h.ad; it
y doubled by' 1930 and gr.w again significantly in the
0's. Since 1~988, it has practically remained the sau.
ilion head.

r)c production on a massive l.vel started to vrow durinq
as a resuit of technology imnports f rom the United
içh enabled industrial production of grains necessary
e pigs. During the 701s large pork producers started to
the. Nortiiwestern states of Sonora and Sinaloa, as weli
Central sto.tes of Puebla and Tlaxcla. Pork inventories
to grow rapjidly unti 1 3983-1984, jVhen subsidies w.re no
nt.*4 tp the indusçr~y and the. .conomnic crisis was miost'
Eet Mat product ion ZeI I by over 40% 4urinq the.
three years and only started to recover <in 1988, as the.
pooy bg4n~ Zo grow.

s traditÏonally been a major source of protein for the
)ulaiondue to its relatively 2.ow price and ease of

. As in the. case of pork, poul1r vas raised un4.r
1, self-sufficency tchinologes until this c.ntury,
ial changes brought about the. modernization and large
4duction of poultry. Startinq in the. 50's, large

began torise poultry for .qg and zeat production,
Lbout a significant grwhin prodctivity and supply.
.poulry product ion is cocnrted ini few comais
um an smal scala f irm have tended to 4isappear.

livstock and meat wer. practically non-existent until


