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authority with the reproductive or propagating
material, the documents and the information deemed
necessary for checking the variety, or he does not
allow inspection of the measures which have been
taken for the maintenance of the variety; or

(b) he has failed to pay within the prescribed period
such fees as may be payable to keep his rights in force.

(4) The right of the breeder may not be annulled or
become forfeit except on the grounds set out in this
Article.

Article 11

Free Choice of the Member State in Which the
First Application is Filed; Application in
Other Member States; Independence of Protection
in Different Member States

(1) The breeder may choose the member State of
the Union in which he wishes to file his first
application for protection.

(2) The breeder may apply to other member States
of the Union for protection of his right without waiting
for the issue to him of a title of protection by the
member State of the Union in which he filed his first
application.

(3) The protection applied for in different member
States of the Union by natural or legal persons entitled
to benefit under this Convention shall be independent
of the protection obtained for the same variety in
other States whether or not such States are members
of the Union.

Article 12
Right of Priority

(1) Any breeder who has duly filed an application
for protection in one of the member States of the
Union shall, for the purpose of filing in the other
member States of the Union, enjoy a right of priority
for a period of twelve months. This period shall be
computed from the date of filing of the first
application. The day of filing shall not be included in
such period.

(2) To benefit from the provisions of para-
graph (1), the further filing must include an applica-
tion for protection, a claim in respect of the priority of
the first application and, within a period of three
months, a copy of the documents which constitute that
application, certified to be a true copy by the authority
which received it.

(3) The breeder shall be allowed a period of four
years after the expiration of the period of priority in
which to furnish, to the member State of the Union



