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islands or bodies of marine water deeper than six metres at low tide lying within the
wetlands, especially where these have importance as waterfowl habitat.

2. Wetlands should be selected for the List on account of their international
significance in terms of ecology, botany, zoology, limnology or hydrology. In the
first instance wetlands of international importance to waterfowl at any season should
be included.

3. The inclusion of a wetland in the List does not prejudice the exclusive sovereign
rights of the Contracting Party in whose territory the wetland is situated.

4, Each Contracting Party shall designate at least one wetland to be included
in the List when signing this Convention or when depositing its instrument of ratifica-
tion or accession, as provided in Article 9.

5. Any Contracting Party shall have the right to add to the List further wetlands
situated within its territory, to extend the boundaries of those wetlands already in-
cluded by it in the List, or, because of its urgent national interests, to delete or restrict
the boundaries of wetlands already included by it in the List and shall, at the earliest
possible time, inform the organization or government responsible for the continuing
bureau duties specified in Article 8 of any such changes.

6. Each Contracting Party shall consider its international responsibilities for
the conservation, management and wise use of migratory stocks of waterfowl, both
when designating entries for the List and when exercising its rights to change entries
in the List relating to wetlands within its territory.

ARTICLE 3

1. The Contracting Parties shall formulate and implement their planning so as
to promote the conservation of the wetlands included in the List, and as far as possi-
ble the wise use of wetlands in their territory.

2. Each Contracting Party shall arrange to be informed at the earliest possible
time if the ecological character of any wetland in its territory and included in the
List has changed, is changing or is likely to change as the result of technological
developments, pollution or other human interference. Information on such changes
shall be passed without delay to the organization or government responsible for the
continuing bureau duties specified in Article 8.

ARTICLE 4

1. Each Contracting Party shall promote the conservation of wetlands and water-
fowl by establishing nature reserves on wetlands, whether they are included in the
List or not, and provide adequately for their wardening.



