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Statements by the secretariat

Rule 16

\

In the exercise of the duties referred to in rules 14 and 15, the
Secretary-General or any other member of the staff designated for that purpose may,
at any time, make either oral or written statements concerning any question under
consideration. :

V. CONDUCT OF BUSINESS

rum

Rule 17

The President may declare a meeting open and permit the debate to proceed when
representatives of at least one third of the States participating in the Conference
are present. The presence of representatives of two thirds of the States so '
participating shall be required for any decision to be taken.

Speeches

Rule 18

1. No one may address the Conference without having previously obtained the
permission of the President. Subject to rules 19, 20 and 23 to 25, the President
shall call upon speakers in the order in which they signify their desire to speak.
The secretariat shall be in charge of drawing up a list of such speakers. The
President may call a speaker to order if his remarks are not relevant to the
subject under discussion.

2. The Conference may limit the time allowed to each speaker and the number of
times each representative may speak on a question. Before a decision is taken, two
representatives may speak in favour of, and two against, a proposal to set such
limits. When the debate is limited and a speaker exceeds the allotted time, the
President shall call him to order without delay. '

- Precedence

Rule 19

The chairman or rapporteur of a committee, or the representative of a
sub-committee or working group, may be accorded precedence for the purpose of
explaining the conclusions arrived at by his committee, sub-committee or working
group. o
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