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(Mr. Van 3chaik, Netherlands)

¥r. Pr2sident, 2llow me also to maka some observations with regard to the
highly important question of preventing an arms race in outer space. This
subjeet could well dominatce the debate on our security in the next few decades.

It is tharefore proper, indeed imperative, that the international community
should give incrzasing attention to current developments which might not only
add 2 new and costly dimension to thc arms race but, even more important, could
in addition have far-rzaching implications for global stability.

The major space Powers bear a special responsibility and we welcome their
recant efforts to reach 2zrcement on a suitable basis for dilataeral talks on
this subject. Yet, my delegation holds the view that the Confercnce on
Disarmament is th: appropriate forum where the intcrnational community should
discuss this vital question. For this rcason we deplore the fact that it has
not yet been possible to reach agreement on the text of a mandzatc of an
ad hoc committo> on outer space.

4 good starting-point for a structurad discussion in the Committee would
in our vicw be 2n analysis of existing international law in order to ascertain
to what axtont intarnational law already r2stricts the military usc of outcr
spaca.

Such 2n aporoach allows us, agzinst the backzround of th2 ongoing
devalopmant of military space technolozies, to identify loopholes or deficizncies
in the cxisting legal system with respect to outer 3pace. In this connzction
T wish %o recall the st-atcmzant made by Ambassador Ekdus on 22 March 1984, which
rigntly draws our attention to a series of questions concerning the
interprata2tion and application of oxisting agreements. Such an analysis would
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2130 b uscful for the svaluation of various pronosals tablad on the subject.

Althoush this apprnach would contribute greatly to 2 better and clearcr
undzrstanding of the complcx quastions, W should not, of course, rastrict
oursalres to the legal aspeets of the issuc 3lona. The clear objective of our
discussions romains the adoption of concrete mzasuras to nrevent an arms race
in outer spacc.

As part of the considoration of such concrate measures, tha Confercence on
Disarmament should on 2 priority basis focus attention on the issues raiscd




