
In designing the Oval, local
architect Graham McCourt
enclosed the huge 25 200-m2

rink without compromisiflg
Perfect artificial ice condi-
tions. The facility offers three
sPeed-skating tracks, two run-
fling tracks, two international-
Size hockey rinks and a
Weight training centre during
the winter. in summer, the
entire space is converted into
a fieîdhouse with artificial turf
for training in various sports.
The building is directly linked

ul to the university's sports
Medicine computer to allow
Monitoring of the athletes'
vital signis during training.

The Oval is one of the largest
buildings in the world to
exploit the use of natural

si- light. A reflective light shelf
as below the ring of windOws

that encircles the structure
Was developed and tested in
a "sky lab." This precast
concrete shelf increases the
amnount of daylight into the

re Oval, greatly reducing the
s fleed for artificial light,

thereby lowering operating
acosts. The windows also cre-

ci ate the illusion that the rink
pi ' Outdoors. Even speed-

pCskating traditionalists like
the feeling!

Despite its size, the Olympic
Oval is no higher than its
campus neighbOtlrs. It Sits
beautiftillY in the landscape,
the diamofld-shaped facets of
its roof seemning to reduce the
building to a more human
scale.
canada's North has a unique
raw beauty. Its silences are
resonant and its landscapes
magnificentlY Primitive.
Architecture, in this context,
faces challenges uniquely
physical and spiritual.

Not surpriSinglY, the extreme
climatic conditions of the Arc-
tic require radical architec-
tural techniques. For the
Arctic Research Laboratory
situated in lgloolik, Northwest
Territories - a smnall islanid
well north of the Arctic Circle
- steel and fibreglass pre-
fabrication provides a
solution.

mississauga CityIHall: a post-mnoderndesign resembling a
nineteenth-cCflturY
Ontario barnyard.

The ground floor is con-
structed of insulated concrete
sandwich slabs. The first
floor is 22-gauge, zinc-
coated, sheet-steel decking
topped with concrete slabs
that are either carpeted or
exposed and polished.

Fibreglass-reinforced plastic
panels chosen by architects
PapineauJ, Gérin-Lajoie,
LeBlanc and Edwards are
used as a skin because of

their excellent rigidity in with-
standing the most severe
windloads, their durability,
their ease of erection, and
their aesthetic and main-
tenance properties. The
panels are packed with 5 cm
of polyurethane foam.

The Arctic Research Labora-
tory is both technically
sophisticated and aestheti-
cally simple. It brings up to
date the clear geometry of
traditional Arctic building
forms, namely the igloo. Its
simplic ity of shape and detail,
which may appear crude in
a gentler region, somehow
befits the harsh North.

In the opinionof some, the
most conspicuously and
consciously -Canadian"
building is the Museum of
Anithropology on the campus
of the University of British
Columbia in Vancouver,
which houses a rich collection
of artifacts f West Coast
Indian culture. Thi¶s building
is classed as eminent Canadian
architecture because f the
architect's sensitive handling
f the collection and sympa-

thetic treatment f the site.

'On the west coast, there is
a great and noble response to
the land that has neyer been
equalled, ' was the message

Museum of
Anthropology recalls
the distinctive
architecture of West
Coast Indians.


