Notes on English Literature.

ELEANOR ROBINSON.

Addison’s “Sir Roger de Coverley.”

Discuss the suitability of the title of the Spectator as
applied (a) to the periodical; (b) to the writer. Use as
1 matter for this discussion, not only “The Spectator’s

account’ of himself,”. but also the statements and hints
about his attitude towards other people that are scattered
through the Essays. What effect did this attitude have on
his popularity? Are Spectators usually popular? For
how long a period did Addison’s Spectator continue to be
published? - Is there a paper of that name published at
present? What do you know of its age and character?
What are the chief differences between the newspapers
of the eighteenth century and those of our own day?

Study page xxii of the Introduction. “It was not a
reading age.” Note all. the reasons given for this, point
by point, and compare them with'the conditions of modern

. life. What are the advantages of reading newspapers and
magazines? Are there any disadvantages? ,

What has been the aim of the editor in selecting the
essays in this volume What two reasons does she give
for studying Addison?

“They are invaluable as history.”

Read the essays with particular attention to their his-
torical value. The following questions may help you. What
public events are referred to? , What public char-
acters? -‘People of what dlfferent rank, political opin-
ions, and religious beliefs appear? What ‘are we told
of the following phases of the life of the time: Travelling,
sport, town amusements; social life; the position of -the
clergy; relations between masters and servants; between
landlords and tenants; superstitions; manners?

Compare the two descriptions of clergymen with some
others of the kind; e. g., Goldsmith’s “ Village Preacher,”
in “The Deserted Village;” or Chaucer’s “ Poor Parson,”
in the Prologue to the “Canterbury Tales” What side
of a clergyman’s life as emphasized in the last two des-
criptions does Addison ignore?

Notice how fully Addison characterizes Sir Roger.
is, he shows him in relation to many different people, in
different surroundings, and different occupations. He is

b what kind of a master? friend? lover? parishioner? land-

P lord? host? politician? How does he show his country
o/ breeding when in London? What does Addison mean by
i saying that ‘he is “something of a humourist?” Note
’ the uses of these words, “humour, humourist, humour-
some.” All through the essays what words would be sub-
stituted for them in modern writing? Give instances of
the use of these words in Shakspere. Is Sir Roger an
ideal character? How does Addison show him to us—-
through Sir Roger’s own words and actions? or by des-
cription? or by both? If so, in what proportion? What
conversation raised. the Spectator’s idea of Sir Roger
above what he had ever had before? Why did it do so?
What great ' advantage did the Spectator: get from the
Club? Why was he much better suited for town life
than for country life? Collect the opinions that other
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 referred to?

That -

people expressed about him, and see bow they compafc
with “his statements about himself in “ The Spectafor's
account of himself.” - = .
What does the Spectator say is “the height of gwd ey
breeding? What is it that, in his opinion, shows more
than anything else “the nobleness of the soul?” With
what feeling does he say “people not too good"mﬁmﬁ &
usually conceive of each other at first sxght ”’ Do you '
agree with him on these three points? A
“1f this shameless practice of the present age ﬂendlttu :
much longer, praise aﬂd reproach will cease to be motive:
of action in good men.” What is the “ shameless practic
Was it-confined to Addi!on’s time? Di
his conclusion. To what extent ought pra:se
proach ” to affect the motives of good men?
Explam the following :

before the last in “Sir Roger at ‘the Ch!b,” M 3
debate,” to “ a very decent execution.” s sl

Wit, promounce, husband dm'o‘vere
man, smoke (verb), pleasant, ‘incommodious
fortune. Rewrite the sentences in Whtﬂ! h
stituting their modern eqmva!u:s e,
Study Addxsons account of tnel.mdm ;

spring flowers. In the

are many wmter obs

anything to see in thls
fuel and a ltremendous
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