
Oustsyssolsk, traverse Perm and skip over the Oiural, abou
the .58' of north latitude. Great masses of linden are founi
iii the goverments of Viatka, Kostroma, Nyni-Novgoro(
Kazan, Penza and Tamboro, and the north-west. Forest
composed entirely of trees of this species are rarely found ; i
is usually mixed with oak, birch, poplar and other bro.m
leaved species, and different kinds of shrubs. The wood i
flot of any special value, lt is used by carpenters, turner
and sculptors, and in construction, where other woods car
nlot be obtained. ls principal value consists in its inne
bark, which, taken from trees from five to ten years old, i
used in making slippers and plaiting baskets. When twentý
years old or more, the bark is macerated and divided intq
fine ribbon-like filaments whicb are made into mats an(
cords and cables up to a certain point, înstead of hemp, an(
cheaper. The whole bark, when pressed, is used for sheath
ing wagons and sledges, making boxes and roofing bouses.

The Poplar (Populus tremula) grows tbrougbout thiwhole of Russia to the 63" of nortb latitude. lt is not mnuet
esteemed, especially wbere better kinds of wood can be pro.
cured, but it propogates easily and grows quickly. l is con
sidered incongruous when growing in Woods composed oi
more valuable species, sucb as pine, bircb, and oak, becausE
il i4 prejudicial to thieir propogation. lits principal use is
for firewood, but even for this it occupies the lowest rank, as
Weil among conifers as tbe broad-leaved species. Poplar of
the best quality, at least baif a meter in diameter at tbe root,
is used for making small toys and knick-knacks and utensilsturned in the latbe, painted and varnisbed like Chinese
wooden-ware. lIn the sparsely wooded districts of the South,
poplar is used in construction, and if very dry before it is
worked, it yields but little in solidity to spruce and even to
pine. In our own time poplar bas acquired much importance
as a material for tbe manufacture of paper pulp, being con-
sidered most suitable for this purpose on account of tbe flex-
ibility, ligbhtness, and whiteness of its wood. Poplar bark is
used occasionally for the fabrication of tar, and is, f requently,
for this purpose, mixed witb birch bar< ; but if the product
obtained from this mixture is cbeaper, it i8 also of inferior
quality. L'ýabots, or wooden sboes, are made from poplar in
the nortb-west of Russia, perhaps not so solid as those made
in France from beecb, but much ligbter, and, consequently,
more comfortable; it is also used to makre sbingles for theroofs of bouses, of one foot in lengthi and four inches wide.
Poplar for firewood is exploited by cuttings of 30 and not
more than 60 years old. Poplar wood for working should
bave attained the age of 90 or even 100 years. Felling
should flot go beyond this age, because at 90 years tbe lieart-
Wood is frequently rot ten.

Tbe Oak (Quercus pedunculata) is found over tbe wbole
of Russia, excepting tbe nortberni districts. Tbe nortbern
limits commence in the governmrent of Livonia, about the
58' of nortb latitude, tbence a little to tbe south, traversing
Novogorod, and passing Tver, they run towards tbe east,
pass round the. govermîtetît of Moscow, cut tbose of Jaros-
law, Kostroma, Viatka and Oufa, and beading tcwards tbe
frontier of Russia in Asia, cross it near tbe 53' of latitude.
Tbe largest oak forests are found in the goverfiments ofK~azan, Siînbirsk, Nijni-Novgorod, Minsk, Mobilew, Volby-
nia and other western localities, and also in the Balticprovinces. lIn certain localities close massive woods arefound composed entirely of tbis species of tree, but it is alsofound mixed witb otber varieties of broad leaved trees, andsomnetimes witb pitie. 'This oak attains enormous dimen-sions ; it trunks are straigbt and its wood distinguisbed byits excellent quality, and the most precious of ail the trees
in Russia. The price bas increased considerably, since oakforests belonging to individuals in tbe western goverfiments
have been greatly exbausted by excessive cutting. Besides
tbe considerable use that is made of tbis wood in the interior
of the country, there is a large foreign trade particularly
with England by the Baltic ports, and witb France by tbe
Black Sea, In the docks of London and tbe market places
of Marseille one may see oak coming from the western part4
of Russia every year. These giants sometimes re-visit their
country again, flot in tbeir rougb 5tate, but in the shape of
vessels' keel.ý, cable bitts, quarter decks, prows, ribs, side-
planks, and other parts of sbips. Oak Wood is also exported
in the form of wainscot-logs, used in England for carpentry,and staves for cooperage. lIn the interior it is also used in
slip-building, carrnage making, and the manufacture of manv
small articles, lIn the south, being cbeaper, it is used for

Lt railway sieepers. J3ark from young trees is used in the tan-
cineries, wbere it is preferred to willow bark and ail Other
i kinds, as it contains 16" of tanning material, wbilst Willow

;s contains scarceiy 7', and spruce stili less.
t Many other woods are found in Russia besides tho$e

1-already menntioned, as tbe beecb, for example, for é iflg,
.s entire groves, but only in the more soutberly couiltri 8 of's Podolia, Bessarabia, and tbe Crimea ; tbe born-beamI ifl t'l
1- soutb-west, and somne parts of the nortb-west : nany pce
r of willow are found everywhere;- in the soutberlV gC&f
s mients of Kherson, Ekaterinoslaw, and Bessarabia tbey for"'
y entire forests along tbe iniundated banks of rivers, 11

:)tbe Danube and tbe lDniester. Ash, maple, l' led2Ir'
i white and black aider, popular, walnut, and ins&fy
1 varieties of sbrubs are ased for many purposes in those dis-
-tricts where other woods do not abound. WVinter Olk

(Quercus Robur) is found to the west on an ir.regular liuna
traced between Kovno, throughi Mobiiew an 1 Iieil

1to Kiscbinew ; and tbe Quercus pubescens in tbe Grunlea
*and the mounitains of tbe Caucasus. Tbe limit of th, boni-.

beamn (Carpinus Betulus) to tbe nortlî-east runs froin eig&
to Vitebsk, and thence, almost in a straigbt uinee tO the
moutb of the Don. Tbe beech (Fagus sylvatica) exteld,
along the frontiers of Austrian Galicia, and a s-traigbt t1lle
1w tbe side of Moldavia ; in tbe Crimea and tbe Caueasian
mnountains it forms very tbick and magnificent forests.
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Parisiaii Affaii's.

TT is claimed tbat the secret of Free Masonry is well kepti>
because no secret exists. The proceedings of thc inter-*

views lietween tbe Kaiser and bis allies have not beenl
divulged for somnewbat tbe samne reason. Thc guess85 ail
along Mtbe uine trend to see in the meetings only POse1f)regilding the gingerbread of tbe Triple Alliance, sligt
worn off owing to the rougli handling of Italy byinek
The Triple, like tbe Dual Alliance, bas no intenition t
break tbe wonld's peace. Even England lias been deelared
to be "lan out and outer to be let alone," sunce she is quite
resolved to secure that herself. II Are lier liaids freed1
inquire tbe quidnuncs. IlHas Gcrmany's dream of posse0ý
ing Cape Colony and its et ceJeras ; to swaîîow u1P Bodis
Dutcb, and English in detail, or, at one swoop becolfl ii11
empty dreain, or part of bier concrete hintcrlaD ?" re8S1

dent Kruger's visit to England --tlat wiîî nlot jeopardize the
existence of the Britisb Empire, is as unflxed ini date as1 thae
of thc evacuation of tbe Nile valley by thc teadlier of nativîs
bow to live.

The Frencb bope against hlope that the British 'vilI i
time see the errors of tbeir way and quit Egypt, despiVIl
fresh work eut out for tbem at Dongola and Suakim and
tbat'imay occupy tbem titI the arrivai oif tbe milldfliWll
The pursuit of knowledge under difficulties is onlï a fica bite
compared witb Iaying down rails in tbe teeth of su0h1d loclasts as Osman Digna and bis liglit-brigades. But tia'e
works wonders when in company wîtb patience and Pl".S
verance. Tbe financial combination to purcbase ail -E mYpt
bond-, at par, offered by tbose biolders who bave no0 failli~
tbe prosperous administration of thc country, is souiid. u
English employing a few millions to win back tbe Soude'
and thus upbold tbe sanctity of tbe integrity of the Ottolan
empire by tbeir new sobeme, leaves no protecting to be do,1e
by tbe Frencb syndicale, while il can Weil result i
Britaîn's taking over the whole Egyptian debt and pOaYinl
the intei est on the bonds, or, if preferred, buying in1 the
scnip. - bat is just the project tbat would bave caught on
with Lord Beaconsfield.

Neyer did Paris witness s0 mnany removals onl qu8re
day as those wbicb have just taken place. After lwg
foir tbe ugly rush to the suberbs for tbe summer, t'O
changes were largely to sele cbeaper apartments Y*th0se o11
the fiftb story are so run on that they are positiveYlO
tainable. Landlords cannot obtain tenants for tbe other
stories ; high rents forbid ; tbey can bild out for a long
time, as, if unoccupied, the rooms pay rio taxes. Thecat
income tax bill aims to suppress tbat exemption. Quarter

day is barvest time for tbieves,; the bouse porter, Wbo collects the rents, is sadowed, and if tbe attempt e fOesbleà will be made by robbers. Oftentimes the porter '
mysteriously behind in the cash balance. Thus a w01a'&'
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