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EeYleethe clear spiritual visiont cf
~Sei-9 reinarkable. Tbis is showrt iu bis

~Iking the cireles <if hell narrow as tbe sins

e'r, upcU -re represented increase ini irttensity.
The pp circles îvbîc]î conitaîn those who

f ~siried tbrougli weakness are the i:rrgest.
WePa.5 dcwniwards te siîts cf a more spirit-

Aye. eiharacte. tbe circles contract. Aliothet'
d : Po)it remnatkable iit his classification of sins, is
ne. th fact that wbilst in surs of fraiity there is

aietPl eu SMýY e' great ciass, iii tbe muore heirreus
it5 there are many subîdivisions. It oiay be
eil here te give an erutlinL cf tbe wboie
boThe first circle, as lias been said, is

tinbus. Tue next four centain successively

theenwho blave sinned tbrough frailty: 1.
le dKell Tite iucontiiett 2. Gluttoii8. 3.Avariceus

il finl y &d Prodigal1. 4. Wratbful.

ufeftO1 19 Th sixtît circle centains the lieretica, a

e~t OrtIY tMt 11,h seceks to lie between the weak aud

)Iite tihe f bo clous auJ te partake cf the character
10 gr . The ittalicieus agaili are divided into

bu 0 ra classe, tite violent aud thte fraudu-

I ducli, 1) - , the latter excecding initi taligitity, as
of Ore elng -the itore spiritual. Tbe seveilth circie

tiûfl o cti"e ti e -violent, whe are divided iiitI three
o f the ti e88 tlse wbo aie violent agairrar tiieir

illtltol ýielb1 : 1. Ittin teir persoit, uatncly,

,,,,e ttres an ' rns 2. Against l<roperty
il te M econdiy, tiose wh<î are violent

ly th l1s theutseives 1.Suicides. 2. Gani-
tl bis0~ 'p Lastiy, tiiose violenît agrîluat t3<<t. 1.

aiil, petilcrýS. 'VirTose gtilty of iiiiistral
Jt e ilsnd 8ues..

'lotl . the seconid divisiont of the erialicieus are
9 ht t ftauduert and fraud is exercised iu
pitf I# Waye, (1) Iîy destroyirîg the iiaturad bond

0 r î 0 )e anJ (2) in oppositioni t<î lie bonîd cf
e rt and faitb. The irst ciass of the frsudrrus 1101f lete c"u1taiite< itr tîe elghti circle, and

t'O~ 1 11,t"It <f (1) seducers, (2) flatterers, (3) sitîie
th th h1k' (4) Seetilsayers, (5) corrupt officiais, (6~)

,,I, 1eitee, (7) thiever, (8) evil couniseliers, (9)
th~ tr (of schîisnî aud strife, (10) fergers. Iu

.jfic$tO fi ""'tth attd deepe8t circie tîtere are the
f 1 attlet malicious wiic have siiiited agaitîst

1 tit' pialj5  te
101(I Fat.f of le auld obligations, ]lave heeri guilty
rbJ( o Il heaehery atd arbus(, of confidence, have

tnpSd t stoiidred anîd fatiîerIand, te friends
berrefac(r

%Qt. < . aceý te tite Eniperor snd te God.
fe,,"a tir otttline of tue wbeie cf the flt-

tge returti te tlie entratice o>f hl. Tire

rt'uîî..rd er sud firîd ini the vestibule the cow-

oif

ýlis 0 0

<vey. Il

0îh'd 0#0
I o

teq

'llntlundecided. He'e ail Daîîte's impatient
t b reak"s out . Altit ugh lie II wept aten

yet lie recoîrds witii satisfaction the
th<ierable fate " cf II the wtetchied seuls cf

lwbr0 lived withlout or praise or blrnîe.",
ott.1 1i licunda heaveit rrove thenr frîrti

rU' them l est the rîcoursedl tribe
o teuce witiî exulitatiou.

kh*, Miercy anrd Jusîtice sc«rîu therin hoth,
~ e net of tireu, but look aud pass."

il ""119r these Daîrte fiîds orie wlro lîad urade
<rQ" I'l iIio, the grcat refusaI or repudia-tieni

the p'8llPPO$ed to be Cieent V., whîe refused
tîd <ipedom. Danrte was toc brîrsir lre, net

etu the contscienrce cf a irait whto

ý 4E(I to ftîifil a duty itiposed rrpon hiti, froini
cif deflciency. The Ciiurch seemas to

1%i heem Wiser. Clemeuit ivas carîcnized in
teabout~ thre tirne tirat Dante ivas finisbig

yoa Ille cross tlîe Aclierorinu Chaton's
Th teader should bieie compare the de-

Ri -t'n cIf the ferr-ymau cf bell given by Vir-
In the~ Sixth book cf thre >Eneid witb tis cf

Danîte. he latter is splendid and horrible.
'Te irst circle is uow entered, the Limbus of
the unbaptized. These liave been gtuilty (if
rie wilful sin agairiat Ged, but tbey bave net
been mtade iriembers of the Olîuireh. 'Vhey
suffered ne tortures, but euly tbe grief cf long-
îîîg for î'bat cortld net lie obtained. It is; a
picture of the iîeathen world, the wbole creat-
tien gr'eaiting atîd trar aiiing inu pan anti ais<i,
te soîne extent, of those Who have the tirst
fruits of tic Spirit. A lîltît is given that the
doers of Liirus arre trot lierineticsily sealed.
\rirgil hituseit irall, h)y spr.cial permîtission, gene
forth. Mereover, «ne great ciass liad already
been retitoed by Ila puissant onte,"' Who had
drawtr forth Iltie sîtade cf oui' first parenît
and "eothers îîîany morre, wheui He te biss
exalted.' The reference is to 18S. Peter iii.,
19.

lu this circe1e are feuird tue greît, pcets,
Homer, '' cf all bards suprernie,'' Horatce, il ii
satire's veut exceiling,'' Ovid tihe tîrird aud
Strîtius tire feurtîr. iliese welcerrte back, Vit-
,,ril tire bardi sublimîe, and Dante wrrs takeir ris
grxt h rutiortg tieur. lfeyou< tliese, iii a Lîroul
castîr', tirey flurd thie gteat r>ies <if u'ariy tituies
i..ho<

InuÉtittr irat
Bo<re eiirilct t ruti<ority ; iîey spake
Scîderri, but ail tîrcir words wet-e trîrefrîl

sweet." (iv., 17
A moitg t heri w etc Eiectrar, H ect<r, ýEiter,,
Cr<.ýsar, and others. And scin they camre uprin
A n stotie, il î<rostro di cehr< r ce mi(<ou, thie
iaster oif tlîîse who kuew, - the inaster cf

the sapient tiiroig,'' ;a Cary rendiers it. W'itlt
biru wore Socirates arnd' Plrt<, arîr tlr<ae grerît
comnuertators eut Auistotle thtreurgi wlrose

a hsle iras tradle ktiowr te uiediruvai
scholars.

lu the second circle rare the inicontinrent.
liere we note tire îîitifrîluess of Dante, and< yet
the inexorable justice which rîreets ourt due
jruisitueut to ail otferîders. The occuparnts
<<f tire circle arr' represeuted as tr<ssed about
irrcessautity iin tire drrk air anrd swept along by
huiirriîcanes.

I'I Te storury hiait of bell
\Vith restless frrry drives tue spirits on,
Wlrirled round aird dasited arnajir witli scure

arluey." (c. 5.)
Tac in titis circle are objects cf pecrîliar

irîterest, Franicesca cf Rlimini anrd lier lover
Paolo, son if Malatesta, Lrd (If Riminiu.
No niore patiietie stcry than theirs cruild be
teiri, aurd few c<uld tel] it like Danîte. W<rds
and phrases froru this wonderfrri niarrartive re-
mrîiri wirî ris, Tire wchl-knowrr uines

INessun ulaggior doiere,
Cire ricordnîrsi del temrpo felice
Neila utiseria-"

INo greater grief titan te rernmier day3s
Of jry, wiîer mrisery is at b

have beeir imitated by ruiauy peets,, and arirng
ourselves b)y Chaucer, in Tr'oiius aud Cre-
serde,"asud by Tenrnyson in "Locksiey Hall :

IThis is rruth tire plot siurgs,
Tirat a scrroîv's crowîî cf sor-r<w is reiierrber-

iîrg hapjuier things."

l'ie tiîird circe coutains the gluttoucus,
ati( Danrte seeme to have thouglit worse of tItis
vice tbrru we deo in. titis dey. People now seeni
.so ruch takeur ip with coridernning irrt nîerely
excella but rnoederation iu druinkiug tduat they
have tic time even to rerrierrîber the cruls cf
over-eating.

The fourth circie contains the avariciorîs
and the prodigal, two differerît extreuries cf the
saine kiurd cf action. The pictutre of these twe
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classes is very striking, hoth rolliug welghts,
smitirrg together, hurling urutual reproaches.

Exclafining these, ' Vby holdest thon al
fast ?'

Those answeriug, 'And why castest thon
away ? '

The poots pass to the fifth circle by a rug-
ged path and cornte to the l'oiling weli whose,
ruurky waters expand iuto the Stygian lake oif
batred and saduiess. Here tire irascible aud
the sulleir are inmersed. The former are cut-
tiug each other piecerneal with theit' fangs,
striking flot onily with their hands, Ilbut with
the head, the breast, the feet," wbilst the sul-
jeul, who had beeli sad on earth,

luI the sweet air ruade gladsoine by the suii,.
Carrying a foui and lazy mist withiiu;
NOW ini these inurky settlings are we sad."

l the sixth cirole, which is witluin the city
oif Dis (Luîcifer), we coune to the hereties.
Reinenmberinig Chie two grerit classes <cf sin-
weakiiess and mralice-we mniglht say that this,
cla.ss Iav' betwen the tIwo Heresy part.ly
c0ilues of werrkiless, partly <<i pride, ani si) we
crin sel how evi] îrray j>ass furrtlrer on aud turîr
jute mualice, This circle sprends over four
oatitos of the plein (8 to 11). The Iieretics are
fouird iu fiery tomnba, the coverings suspended
ribove thent, and eut of thorm corne the moans.
of the tortured spirits of hcresjarchs and their
fellowers. The tombs are trot te lie closed
miîril the Dny o<f Judgurent. '

l>assing ou te) t le seveirth circie we coule to
tire iloalicicuts, rid firat, to those Who are sol
by violence. Tire cuttrurce is malle Iîy a prLci-
pitors chastur, which had heen fornied Ihy the
eartiîquakc whiclî hall convulsed biell at, the
descent of eur Lord thither, wbeu Hle *amie toi
carry off il from Dis the iiuigbty spoil. " They
corne to the river of blood ini which tirose are
puuiislied wivir have iiijured otîrers by violence.
Tire violent are divided into tirree classes (eau.-
tes 12 te Ii6) :(1) those who have dout, violence
t<i their ueighibors ; (2) those whrc have douie
violence to therüsoives, and (3) tirese Whoî have
doue violence to God ; and each of these agaiiu
is subdjvided into twe classes:t (1) violence
rrgaiust the person ; (2) violence 'rgaiust proi.
perty. Thus we have (1) inurderers aud tyr.
ants, aud aise rcbers ;(2) suicides aud gamib.
lers ;(3) blaspherners, and aise sirners against
nature, and usurers. As arr exaurpie cf sifiurýs
against nature, Dante britîgs iu blis old frieitd,
Brunetto Lrttiii. There aire few tings more
beatitifril thon Datrte's touchiug reinembrairce
of IIthe dear beuigu lîsternal imiage " cf a
mani who bad yet, siiuued se deeply.

Passing front the seveiitb te the oighth
cirr'le, (17 te 31) tbey biear the diii cf the tor-
relit Flilegethon across whici t rey are cari ed
te) tire circle cf the fraudu]eut by Geryotr, a,
rîroirter, who is the perseurficatiou cf Fraud.
Thîis horrible creature, is iaif iraît, lalf-hear,
but hower thaîr the ceutaur «r the harpy, silice
lie ends in the creeping sîurkc ;rnd the deadly
scorpion.

Fortitwith that imiage v ile of Fraud app<eau-
ed,

HBis head aud upper j art expesed oin lanrd
But laid net on the shore blis bestial trait'.

ia face the seutbiartceocf at just nman's bore,
Se kiuid and gracions was its outwat'd cîteer
VThe test was serpent ail : wo sbaggy cla-ts
Reached te the arm pits ; and the back andi

breast
Aud either side were painted lier withi itodes.
And orbits. Coicurs variegated more
Nor Turks uer Tartars e'er ou cloth cf State
With interchangeable euîibroidery weve,


