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A N A UG UST MORNING. W'ith the smaller and more miscbievous members of the
household, and sometimes with the sporting friends, it

IN gleain of pale tranaluceut amber woke was a habit ta fislh for wigs. This sport, which is ne-

The perfect Auguat day ; where recognized by Isaac \Valton, consisted of attaching

Through rose-flushed bars, of peari aud opal, broke a bent pin tea astring and thon throwing the lino from a

The sunlights golden way. window or over a balustrade te attacb it te a p tssing or
descending periwig. If the wearer happened te 6e bald the

Scarcely the placid river seemed te flow resuits were more amusing te the angler ; but more annoy-

In tide of amethyst, in, te the fish.

Save wbere it ipe o'er the sanda below, When wigs came in, the judiges, lawyers and physîcians
And grippbole skss took te thein at once in a very sensible manner and looked

far more learned and respectable than nature liad prob-

The beavy woodland masses hung, unstirred, ably inteuded. "The legal waste of wig " stîll romains

In languoreus lumber deep, liko rnany other legal accessory that would 6e botter eut

While, fromn their green recesses, oee maîl bird of practice, and perhapa the very samne oxtail lias supplied

Piped te her brood, asleep. a *judge with both soup and wig. The gallants of the
iRestoration period were wigs, and of course gave a great

The clustering lichen were a tenderer tint, deal of their spare time (which waa their lives-time that

The rocks, a warmor glow, might well have been spared) te the proper adornmeut of

The emerald dew-drops, in the sunbeam's glint, their capillary coveringa, te which end thoy carried ivory,

Gemmed the rich mess below. pearl, or torteise-shell comba in their peekets and took
every opportuuîty te use thein, wbetber in church, on the

Our fairy shallop idly tranded lay, street or at the theatre.

ilf iirrored in the streain, We have often lamented that saine literary peruquier,

Wild roses drooped, glassed in the tiuy bay, who loves pen and peruaque alike, bas net compiled a

Ethereal as a dream. catalogue of hîstorical wigs, with particulars of bheir riscs
and falîs. A volume of peculiar interest te antiquarians,

You sat uapon your rock, a woodlaud queen wbe by the way are usually bald, would certainly rosuit.

Upon a 'granite tbrone ; We will give a few examples te indicate the nature of sncb

AIl that still world of lovelineas serene an undertakiug. It would be culpablo negligence te

Held but us twain alene. omit a wig ef such literary moment as that which
belouged te John Gilpin-or the ether whichi he borrowed.

Nay, but we feit another Presence there,* What elements of humour those two wiga are in the

Areund, below, above;, never-to-be-forgottexa ride!1 They are put or, and taken off

It breathed a poema through the crystal air, at the riglit instant, and fit their places te a hair - verily

Its name waa LOVE! the ballad of IlJohn Gilpin " witliout its wigs would 6e as
FIDELIS. bald an af air as its biere, and as bare a sketch as ever was

rbymed. Yet neither wig ebtrudes in the peeni. Rlis

ewu wig, and beyeud a donbt it was bis best eue, is uinfor-

PERIWIS-II.tunately lest soon after the start, in the 25th verse, and it

IIE ev.Sydey mithin n atice ona I Sptalis net until he reaches the 46th verso of bis immertal

TuERv yngSihina ril na Si all pafter he has passed Ilthrough merry Ialington " and
Sermon witb -notes" publishied by its preacber, Dr. Îf i ieblidbntebloyo h Bell at Edmon-

Parr, opens hia contribution te the Ediuburgh Review of ton, that bis friend the Callender at Ware leîîds him "la

1802, thus :"lWhoever bas bad the good fortune te sec wig that flowed behind," whicba is also lest in the 56tha

Dr. Parr's wig must have obsorved that wbile it trespasses verse, Il becauso it was tee big." The big wig of the

a littie en the orthodex magnitude of perukes in the Cal lender suggests other big-wigs, who derived their nick-

auterior parts, it scorna even Episcopal limita behiud, aud name as a cîass from the imposing magnitude of their
swells eut inte beundîcas couvexity ef frîzz, the mieqa bead-dress. :

t/ta ina ef barbera, and the terrer of the literary world. Somne of eur favourito wigs are still te bc fountl in the

Af ter the mauner of hîs wig the I)octor bas ceiistructed pagea Of Sterne, notably those whicb adorn the heada of

bis sermon, giving us a discourse of no common length, and Mr. Water Shandy, progenitor cf the miisuamed Tristrain,

subjeining an immeasurable mass of notes, wbicba appear and " my unclo Teby." The latter gentleman was capoc.

te coricern cvery learued thiug, oery learued man, and ially fond, and consequently se are we, of lbis Ramillie or
almost every unlearned man ince the beiuuing of the oîd tie wig and wbe dees net cali te mind the fix Mr.
world."* Shandy found bimseîf in througb takiug off bis wig with

Samuel Parr was a great acholar, wbose reputatiefi was the wrong baud wben lie was bot and wautod te get at his

iucreased by bais dogmatic manucr and violent disposition, handkercbief. Listen a few minutes te Tristram ou the

and it miuat bave been with a anrle thait the great Sydney incident :"lMatters of ne more soeming cousequence in

tbougbt of this ingenieus parallel between Parr's wig themscives than 'wbetber my father shouid have taken off

and Parr's sermon, bis wig with bis riglit baud or with bais left,' have divided
It was about this timo that the periwig began, like th, greatest kingdomns, and ruade the crewns of the

Sulas Wegg's version of the history, te "ldecline and faîl monarchs wbo governed theni te totter uapon their heads. As
off," af ter a proud reigu of a couple 0f centuries, for we my fatber's India handkerclîief was in bis rigbt coat-

bave accu that wigs were occasienally worn before the pocket hoe sbould by ne means have suffeîed bais rigbt haut
Retoration ef the rightful heir te the Stuart throue. te bave got engaged ; on the cotrary, instead of taking etf

Mr. Loweii, in is charming esoay on Pope, truly says bais wig witb it, as hoe did, hoe ought te have commiitted thal

iFrom the ceinpulsory saintship and cropped bair of tbe eutirely teaIis ef t ; and tien, when the naturai exigeucy

Puritans, mon rushed or sueaked, as tbeir temperaments my fatiier waa under of rubbing lus hcad called eut for his

dictated, te the opposite caut of sensuality and a wilder. bandkerchiof, lic weuîd have hîad nothing in the worlc

ne8saef periwig." ibere cau be ne doubt, in the poriod of te bave doue but te have put bis rigbt baud into bis right
lieaydecadence which follewed tho Resteration period, ot-oket, ad taken it eut, which lie might havedn

men carried more outside their heada than inside, for witbeut any violence, or the least ungraceful twist in any
somne of their wigs were euormously graud and noue of eue tendon or~ muscle of bis whele body.

their works were. lu this case (unless indecd my fathor liad been resolved

Everybody wr wigs-old and yeung, ricb and poor. te make a fool of himacif, by holding tle wig atifinls
A common street cry of the time waa Il fine tie or fiue left baud, or by making somne nonseusical angle or other at

bob, air," and the prîces varied frein a guinta npwards. hais elbow-joint or arîn-pit) bis whole attitude bcd beei

Second-baud wigs came cheaper but were confined te the easy, natural, unforced ; iRcynolds, himscîf, as great and

poorer classes and ritiserly characters. Even the appren- gracefui as hoe paints, niglit bave paintedi him as hoe sat.
tice had a stipulation iuaerted in bais indentures that bis Now, as mny father managed the matter, consider whata
master abould provide bim witb "lone good and sufficent devilo iue my father made of himacîf."

wig yearly and every year for and during, and unto the. . .

expiration of the full end and torn of hais apprenticesbip " There was au old forai of expletive or verbal explosion
The value of good wigs waa considerable and the stealiug of bad tenîper, wbicb consisted of the simple phrase

of thoin followed as a matter of professieflal duty te the IDasb my wig." It was used long after the article referred
street thief. The manner ho adopted was certainly ingenieus. tewu9u ffsinad ieewr elyn i
Finding out when a big wig was about te visit the court or loft te dasli. Wben the f olly of dashing auything that was
the play, ho would iay in wait for the carniage at a coune nt in existence became apparent the iioperative verb

venieutly dark and aoquesatered spot, thon spring 0on depeuded lapon sometbiug else for its s'apport and as noti.
bebind, rip threugb the leather back-, if it had eue, and ing more aflrePO8 could 6e feund, IlDash "'y buttons " teek
snatch the ceveted wig from tbe astouisbed head of tplcasamdofngydreOeofhebt
tbe gentleman travelling within. Before the ca. eiltr laatosa od e ueof agads n Onleitof tom-becarnia bellustratinstof thhuse ofdawiguaslayamadviatr oflten

ceud h aeppd he hie hd uualy adegcod isporary aunoyance is given by the samne writer in IlTris

escape. Stolen wigs werc easiy dispeaed Of te unîirupu- tramn Shandy " :IlIt is net haîf an heur ugo, when, in tlE
loua barbera or te the second baud dealers in Rag Fair great burry and precipitation of a poor devil's writing fci
or Petticoat Lano.. daily bread, 1 tbrew a fair shoot, which I1 had juat finisheè

There is a verse celebrating a barber of Middle Rew iu and carefuliy wrote out, slap into the fire, iustead of thE
tbe followiug melillueus Style - foui ene. Instantiy I suatclied off my wig and threw i

%u mn er nMdi tobiti l ahrbePerpeudicolarlyî with ail imaginable violence, up te ti(

Which those who often that way go have fi as often seen -' top of the reen ; kdeed 1 caught it as it fell, but therx
Bucks, jemmlies coxcomibs, bloods and beaulx, the lawyer, the divine, was au end of the matter. Nor do I think anything el8i
Eaclî to this reverend tonser goes to Purchase wigs en fine. in naittre would have qiven such imniediate ease."

It is a matter of congratulation that British-made wigs It waa custeinary for a long tino te use powder on.th(
were Coulsidered fan suporier te those miade in France or Wig. lu oeeOf bis satires Pope bas a hune, "lMy wig al

G eniany. powder and al anuif my baud." It waa enacted thai

h air-powder should 6e made of starch and that al ether
was ille 'gal as well as inýjurions. Laws standing in the
saine relation to pie-crusts as promises, it is neot to bc won-
dered mt that barbers broke theili conseîîuent]y snob
records as the following are to be found in the old books of
the London courts of law " lOn 2Oth Novenîber, 1746,
flfty-one barbers were finied £20 each for. having hair-
powder nlot made of starch," and "lon 27th Noveniber, 1746,
forty-nine other barbers were similarly served for
similar roasons." The magistrates took the starch out of
the barbers for taking the starch out of the wigs.

We have notices of many wigs of many men; but Inay
merely mention a few. It is recorded thus ini the wig-life
of Mr. William Emerson, once a fanions matheinatician,
now but littie known except as an eccentric character of
the last century :"l us wigs were made of brown, or of a
dirty flaxen-coloured hair, wbicb ut firmt appeareci bushy
and tortuous behind, but which grew peîîdulouq .firough
age, tîli at length it became quite straighit, having probably
undergone the operation of the conib; and eitlîor througli
the original malformation of the wig, or from a customn ho
had of frequently thrusting his lîand beneath it, the back
part of bis head and wig seldoun carne into very close
contact."

Some mon, either fromn reasons of econoiny or comfort,
wore their wigs as long as possible, uintil in fact they were
well-nigh worn away and became at once a jest anti
reproacli.

Aj oke onu Jekyl, <or soine oli, nid whig,
W v iever changed his peiîciple1or',îwmg.

Dr. Browne Willis, the antiquarian, who died in 1739,
owned a tic wig, which he hiad worn for nine years;- after
which we are told "lit vas lain by at bis barbers4, neyer
to ho put on but once a year, in horrour of the Bishiop of
Gloucester's birthday."

There is some sort of reasonable ground for phrenology
to stand upon in the buimpa of the heads, but to judge of

ithe inside of a skuli hy the appearanco of the wig without
>is of course a work of pure imagination. A certain set of

reasons rnay accouint for the milk ini the cocoa-nut, though
1not for tho bair outsido, and, vice versa,. the conditions
1that govern the wig may not affect the oharacter beneath.
.Yet Prmed, in the first quarter of thîs century, iricliuîed to
Lanrother view of the miatter, whon lie wrote the folio wing
iin "lThe Etonian," a 8chool magazine that was once

liononred by a flattering notice in tire Quarlerly .Review:
IIn the days of our ancestors the flowered wig was the

cdecoration of the gentlemran; and the hair, raised by
cushions, stiffenred with powder, and fastened with wires
foriued the most becoming insignia of the lady. The

fbebaviour of both sexes was the counterpart of their
occipital distinctions ; among the gentlemen the formaI

*gallantry of those days was (lonoted by a ne less formnal
rperuke, and among the ladies the lover was prepared to

expeet a stitruieHsaet docorumn by the warning lie received
i froni so rigid a stiffnresa of tête."

s Wigs could net last forover, in the ordinary course of
mundane affairs; they of ton came te an end long befoýe

itheir owners. What became of the old wigs '? Tbey were
bought ulp at the cheapest possible pricos by itinerant pur-

1 chasers, j ust as the Jews buy up old clothes. FBelonging te
ethis old and net respected trade was one, Sir Jetfrey IDun-
astan, who was elected for Garrat for three Parliaments.

1- 0f course hie was an outdoor memiber, for the election, alas,
1 was as mnock as Jeflrey Dunstan's title. ire littlo dwarf
I did not think se, but made political speeches te ail who
twould listen to hini and adopted as bis armoriai bearings
yfour wigs and a quart pet.

a Foote lias a whinisical comedy entitled "I he Mayor of
1 Garrett," and as Hlogarth witnessed the mnock-election more
ýt than once it is net uniikely some of its incidents were
ereproduced in his election carricaturea.

y The old wig purchasers sold their purcha8es te the
second-biaud clothes men of Rag Fair, Petticoat Lane,

d Rosemary Lane and such public marts for the poor and
ýs ene of the curieus customrs of these places was that of
tt IlDipping for Wigs." A large barrel stood illed with old
n wigs and for sixpence or a shilling, according te the assorted
d contents of the tub, the payer dipped his hand into
b.the lottery and Pulled eut eue wig, which hoe was obliged

a te ho content witb. In the leather trade old wigs were
aise used by curriers for cleauing the waste, etc., frein the
leather.

,n One would hardly expeet te find wigs at sea, tbough
, pig-tails were worn by sailors in the days whcn Charles
ýd Dibdin wrote of "lBarbera' blocks, where smiles tire par-
s son's wig." Still it is customary at the grand ceremonrial,
taheld upon crossiug the lino, for Daddy Neptune te wear a

-b wig, wbicb censists of the bead of a wet swab, the dreucbed
h- ends of wbich bang down bis back like dripping locks of
k hair.
t Wbat a wig, natural or artificial it matters net, must
r.have belonged te Gargantua when, Ilcombing bis head with

a- a comb, which was 900 feet long of the Jewish cane mens-
e ure, and wbereof the teetb were great tusks of elephauts,
r wboie aud entire, be made faîl at every rake about seven
,d balla of bullets, at a dozen the bail, that had stuck in bis
ie bair at the razing of the castle of the wood of Vede."
it But tales of the hair (apart fromn balloon advc.tures)
e are as nunierous as the particular capillary filaments coin-
re posing the wig itself. Think of that self sacrificing Coun-
8e tesof Suffolk in the beginning of laat century, who, net

baving enough funds te provide for a large dinner party,
e sold ber fine head of hair te a barber for twonty pounds
LIl and bartered the preceeds for the benefit of ber expected
at guesta. Rare was certainly on the table that evening.


