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BY REV T. S. KING.*

TiHEr worst crrors of Orthodoxy, we believe, are trace-
able to a radical misconception of the mental structure of
St. Paul, and especially to an oversighit of the fact that
Lis Epistie to the Romnans is, in the noblest sense of that
word, a rl&ctor-ical, rather than a logical or dogmtatic, corn-
position. It does liot pretend to give truth cold-pressed
into a formiai treatise ; but it shows us truth jettiing hot out
of a passionate soul, for immediate practical effeet, for the
miost efficent service against prejudices, that miust be
offencled as littie as possible, but wThich, fur the honor of
flic gospel, mlust somle way be stricken down. The posi-
tive and eternal principles ofthe gospel, therefore, are flot
set in a phulosophical formn, as thotugli the apostie, were
drawing a creed for ail ages, fo be rigidly interpreted by
the intellect ; -but they are interfused with rhetorical
conceptions; tliey are set in historical liglits, that will
makie tliem inost available for the practical crisis which
the apostie would ineet, witlio.uit any damage to their spir-
itual authority and force. A great lamyer, arguing an
important'cause to a jury, whose habits of mnd. and pre-
judices he is familiar wvith, and mîhose favorable verdict
is irnmediately neccssary, puts trath in a difièrent attitude,
and uses other laws of impression, than wo-uld be proper
if lie sat on the judge's bencli to write a decision in the
same case, that înust stand for ail ages as part of publie
jurisprudence. The saine truth miglit appear in both in-
stances; but if the same verbal inethods were applied to,

' Froin Review of Beeeoehr's Il Contiiet of Ages."1

110


