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CRASH! went anl overturnied table,
two revolver shots ran out as onc
and the bar-roorn of thue Colonial
H-otel wvas instantly in a state of

turmoil. In the excitement which fol-
lowed, drinks, faro table and card game
were deserted while the motley crowd of
cow-punchers, construction workers, land
seekers and hanigers on pressed about the
corner where a still formi lay face down-
ward anmongst the scattered cards and
chips. OnIy those who were nearest
could see tint the dead mian was Harry
Rawlins, one of the most widely known
ani nuiost 1)opular ranchers. in the upper
couintry, 1)ut noue save those xvho had
beeni jlaying at the table wbere the fatal
cluarrel broke out knew wbat luad hap-
pcned or wvho to blame. MVore than that
nione liad 'seeni the tense faced man who
%vas res)onisîble for tbhe killing slip quietly
arounid tie crowd andi out through a
doorway which led to other lparts of the
bouse.* Thie affray was so sudden, the
resuit so uncommnon and the excitement
so intense that' Ralph Cousins, gamibler
adgndir, had disappeared before it
wvas realizeci tbat a man had been shot
in a counitry where gunmiien ancd their
hian li\orlc were frownecl clown upon both
b)NY thc law and customn.

In the carly eighities Kailloops wvas
the suipply poinit for the "dry- Beit" andi
the tinue hlonouirec ýomnolence of the
cattie country was stirrecl in the, wakeni-

ing~vhch amefroil the approachi of die
b)auds of steel stretchinig slowvIy through
the defiles of the mnounitains w*hich shut
out oni cither sicie the sun-kisseci valleys
al the bunich grass ranges of the in-
terior fromn the worlcl wbich lay beyol
the griii grey rocks. At that timie the
cattlimen whlo liad beconie part àncl par-
cel of the country feit their long cleferred
hope crystalize inito certainty under the
mnoveiients of survrey ancd construction
gangs, aild forebocled evil days for their
inclustry f roml the influx of land-seekers,
a nid prospec tors spv ing olit the country

to be traversed by the far-reaching rails.
Wvith the construction -gangs, the land-
seekers and prospectors, had corne the
mniscellaneous horde of camp followers
which ever abides on the* lne of march
.of the arrny of developnient.

K~amloops naturally had attracted
many of these camp followers and whiie
garnbling rows of a more or less serious
nature xvere every-day events, gun play
ancd killings therefromn were unheard of.
As a consequence the crowd in the Co-
lonial bar, reckless members of " the
legion that neyer was listed," as rnost of
themi were, was stunned for a moment
by the work of the gambler who had
takeii so prompt an advantage of thue
confusion to make good lis escape.

.When strong hands raised the stricken
form of the young ranchn-anh and brought
into view the br.onzed -face now stili and
grey in- death, streaked with a duli red
stain Which erept slowly from a smoke-
blàckened hiole in 'the whiteé forehead, a1
groan, muore of a curse than a groan.
burst fronm fifty throats and stirred the
crowcl into action.

For a moment some of the excited men
turned their attenition to, an old man who
stood near the over-turned table stili fin-
gering the trigger of a heavy Colt's. Hc
I'.ac been ini the gaine, they kcnew, and
this fact, coupleci with the presence of
the. businiess-like iooking weapon in bis
bands, clirecteci suspircion to him. The
suspicion only lasteci a moment, for old
Daci Thompson xvas k -nown to everv cat-
tliman in the room ancd was soon sur-
rouindeci by eager questioners, the coolcst
of whomn ieariied f rom the hard-bitten
01(1 fronitiersmlan the truth of the affair.
Within a very few minutes hiaîf a huii-
cireci men were seaching house and towfl
and river front for~ Ralpjui Cousins, gamb-
1er, gunnman andI mlurderer..-

As Cousins slippecl o ut of the brightly
liglited bar-roomi into the clarkc ballway
beyoncl the cloor lie collided with a girl
who liac looked through the partly open-


