
THE CANADIAN MILITARY GAZETTE

The nigbt was fearfuîly cold, the thermome-
ter at sunrise was 23 deg. below zero, and
the tent pegs had to be cut out of the ground
%vith axes. On the fol'owing day 18 miles
was marched, and on the 9.h 21 miles, on
the îoffi 23 miles, i i th 19 miles, 12th 2o

miles, J3th 22 miles, 151h 23 miles, 16ih 17
miles, in the face of a regular blizzard of
wind and bail. These marches are very
wond2rful, for they were made by men un-
trained to milit:iry lufe, and oflen over roads
covered with slush of snowv and mud. While,
of course, the members of ibis institute must
be interested in the really great endurance
of our volunteer militia during that event-
fuI campaign, I believe they wdll be still more
interested in the work wvhich was done by
one of our cîty battalions, the 65th, of wvhich
our esteemed pres;dent, 'Major Labelle, was
tlien, and is now, an officer. 1 believe that
that regîment had the honor of penetrating
further to the forth of that Nocthvest
country ibmn had previjusly any white man.
They also made saiine remnarkable marches,
marches which wi.l go dlown in history, and
which prove the hardy character of thie
Canadian race. I have been furnished by my
friend, Lieu-. -Col. l>revost, then command-
ing a comipany in tint bîtLrlion, now its res-
pected comimander, wi th abrief description of
somne of the tramîps wvbich it made. Wrî:îng
to mie bie says :"lOur firs: miardli, wbich 1
always looked upon as a very injudicious
one, on azcunt ot the conditions under
wh*cl it was made. Alter several days and
nighits of rail in ordinary second class cars
%%-- were landed on Lake Supcrior, and
inarched [rOmn 22 10 25 Miles on1 ice, covered
ivith slush, carrying armis, accoutrements,
ainmiunition and full kit. At mid-distance
bard tack and cheese was served. Aller a
tood deal of pressure thie men were re-
lieved of knapsacks and hiaversacks for the
balance of the marcb, wvhicb was conipleted
in less than ten liours, a pretty fair record
for green soldiers uûder such diffîi.uIes.
The second mai-ch wvas from Michipicoten
across Tbunder Bay to Red Rock, eleven
miles, sîartîng at 9 o'cloý:k at nîgbt, after
traveling aIl day in cars and sleighs. A
lîundred and filcy miles was also made in
one day-î 4 miles on foot, 22 in sieighs, and
the balance on plaîform cars, flot easy riding,
as tbe road was built on snow. The dis-
tance from Calgary 10 Edmonton-abOU. 220
iniles-was marched in îo,ý2 days, an aver-
age of about 13 miles a day, and should be
looked upon as good work, as the trail wvas
bad-rivers had to be forded or bridged-
our baggage, provision and ammunition
wvaggons having very often to be pulled out
of swamps, thu3 occasioning much delay.
Our longest march during those ten days
was .35 miles. This was done on the -ninth
day ; the men by Ibis lime .were getting in
tim. On the 4.h of june 25 miles wvas
marched, aver very bad roads, having ta go
tbrough several swamps. Tbe last march

of the campaign in which we were engaged
was made on the 241h of june, çh.-n 45 miles
was cavered. Had it flot beeti that the men
gaI lîttle or no tîme ta cure their sore lett,
even better records might have been made.
What I aiways found a great help on thc
marcb was placing a few siagers in front,
who by lively songî made us forget the tedi-
ousness ai the march. \Ve seldam entered
a camip at night witbout singing." Bding
at Aldersbot, as I bave alieady mienLioned,
in September, îS85, I had an oppoitunîity af
talking over the Northwe:t cai-npaigii wvîtl
manv offic:ers, amnong tbeni Col. RZ.,binson,
of the Rifle Brigade, who is a (Janadian,
and wvas adjutant-general oI the camp.
Others bad served in Can ida, and the uni-
versaI opinion wvas that in that campaign
the Catiadian militia had proved itrelf 10 be
composed of nien capable of doing work,
and enduring hardshiîp, 'vhich could not be
excelled by any soldiers in the wolà.

ACTUAL SERVICE IN WAR.
1BiVOUACS.

Napoleon preferred the bivoti.ic ta tents
for men, and tbere can be na. doubt thlut in
fine weather and a waterproof sbeet, and
especially in a woodea country wheie fires
can ba easily nmaintained, it is (lite healthy.
The rubber sheet is, in nîy opinion, a neces-
sity, for the grouind coAs rapidiy during the
night and abstracts beat froni thie body.
lents not being used adds greaî.ly to the
motbility of an armny. WVolseley says that
Englishmen rather shudler a, the notion of
hife withouî any protection froi wind, tain
and dews, bat adds, "aLfter the first few days'
experience nmost sa)Ilers like it." In Euirope
iis q iite certain that armiies 'dien nioving

cannot have tents ; they miusl either be bîl-
leted in the towns or villages oi bivouac.
In selecting a site for a bi[vouac, Wood and
water, as for camps, arc the great requisites.
Wood is, howvever, th-- most esse-ntial, for it
is robbed af halflius eni. wi-tent unless the
men can bave a fire 10 sleep near. This is
ai the more essential if the n.gnîs are cold.
In cold weather %voods art the warrnest
place for a bivouaz. In warni wveatber or in
tropical c3tuntries il is p:easanter t0 bivouac
in the open. In select*ng a site far a bivouac,
if ini a hilly or undulatiag country iz must be
remernbered tbat the actual cold is greaier
in the valley than oâ the side of the bill
half way up a siope is generally the best site
for comfort as well as for milîîary rea-
sons-il screens from the observation of
the enemy. Cavaîrymien shu)uld sleep in
front of tbeir horses. biantry should pale
arms and sleep as they stand in the tanks,
officers in bath instances sleeping on tbe
reverse flank. Arîillery should always bi-
vouac in line, the men sleeping opposite ta
their horses. Il the enemy is 50 far distant
as ta precluide the possibility of a nigbt at-
tack, ail horses should be urîsaddled and un-
harnessed, the saddlery, barness, armns, bel-
mets, accoutrements and kits of înounted

corps being placed in front of each horse as
he stands at tbe pîcket ropes. Iniantry
should bang their belmets and accoutre-
ments on their rifles ab tbey stand filed, but
each inan oughî ta retain his water bottle,
haversack and valise. When in the îrnme-
diate presence of an enet-y, or wvben il is
necessary ho begin an attack early next
moining, the men must remain accoutred
and the horses saddled and harnessed. Tbe
nien with horses must sleep as besî they
can, takzing il in turns ta lie down, whilst tbe
coînrade holds the two horses. A fev logs
af Wvood, sods of grass or turf, or stines
piled ta windward afford good protection
and add greaily ta conîfori. Io the event
of war iii this country, and tbere is lime, a
backwoodsman's shelter can be nmade by
driving mbt the ground forked sticks and
resîing a pale beîtveen theiin. Branches
should then be laid against it ta the wind-
ward side, being placed with the thick end
uppermost, the leaves being, as il were, Up.
side d-,wn ; they will ihrov off the rain bet-
ter if placed in that way. With a good fire
at one's feet, such lean-to's are exceedingly
comfortable places ta sleep in, as 1 arn sure
sorte of rny audience can teitify. Too nruch
attention cannot be paid ta mnakitng the sleep-
ing places as co.nfortable as possible. Un-
less nien gel good, refreshing sleep they
cannot sustain continuied work. On waking
in the morning a smart run will make the
blood circulate anci reinove stîff limbs. Il îs
better ihan ta crouch over a fire. The great
obI,;ct af officer-, should be la keep those
conimitted ta their charge iii good health.
Without il, noîhing can be accomplislied.
Changte the po.,itioiî of camps or lents as
Irequently as possib:e. If the man is not
well led il wiil soon tell on his disposition
and his tei:îper. See that the men bave
sornething ta eaî and drink befoie beginnîng
work, no mnalter how early. T-y and gel
the rations varîed as much as possible, and
lose no opportunity of gi.lng vegetables for
thei. Wnen possible gel the men bot
nîeals. If preserv-ed or cooked rations have
been served they should be warmed or made
mbt soup or bouilli before being eaten. Tbis
is a malter of great importance alcer a long
march or a day of bard fighting. Save your
men when you can, as you would your horse.
They will be ail the more fiited for a greal
effort wh-n you redluire them ta make il.
Wolseley says : " We are prone to regard
aur soldiers as machines, requiring merely
a certain amnount of bread and beef, washed
down by a guil of ruin, 10 keep them flot only
in motion, but in perfect order. We are
only nowv awakenîng to the necessîty af de-
veloping their moral qualities. A man
wiîhaut hope makes an indifférent soldier ;
but one. without good spirits and cheerful-
ness is worse than useless. Strive by ail
possible means to develop-to create il ne-
cessary-the high moral qualities of human
nature in those serving with yau. The


