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The might was fearfully cold, the thermome-
ter at sunrise was 23 deg. below zero, and
the tent pegs had to be cut out of the ground
with axes. On the foliowing day 18 mules
was marched, and on the 9.h 21 miles, on
the 10ih 23 miles, 11th 19 miles, 12th 20
miles, 13th 22 miles, 15th 23 miles, 16:th 17
miles, in the face of a regular blizzard of
wind and hail. These marches are very
wonderful, for they were made by men un-
trained to military life, and often over roads
covered with slush of snow and mud. While,
of course, the members ot this institute must
he interested in the really great endurance
of our volunteer militia during that event-
ful campaign, I believe they will be still more
interested in the work which was done by
one of our city battalions, the 65th, of which
our esteemed president, Major Labelle, was
then, and 1s now, an officer. 1 believe that
that regiment had the honor of penetrating
further to the north of that Nocthwest
country than had previously any white man.
They also made soihe remarkable marches,
marches which wi.l go dowa in history, and
which prove the hardy character of the
Canadian race. I have been furnished by my
friend, Lieu:.-Col. Prevost, then command-
ing a company in that battahion, now its res-
pected commander, with abrief description of
some of the tramps which it made. Wriing
to me he says: * Qur firs: march, which 1
always looked upon as a very injudicious
one, on azcount ot the conditions under
wh.ch it was made. After several days and
nights of rail in ordinary second class cars
we were landed on Lake Supzrior, and
marched from 22 to 25 miles on ice, covered
with slush, carrying arms, accoutrements,
ammunition and full kit. At mid-distance
hard tack and cheese was served. After a
vood deal of pressure the men were re-
lieved of knapsacks and haversacks for the
balance of the march, which was completed
in less than ten hours, a pretty fair record
for green soldiers uader such difficuliies.
‘T'he second march was from Michipicoten
across Thunder BBay to Red Rock, eleven
miles, starting at 9 o'clock at night, after
traveling all day in cars and sleichs. A
hundred and fifty miles was also made in
one day—14 miles on foot, 22 in sleighs, and
the balance on platform cars, not easy riding,
as the road was built on snow. The dis-
tance from Calgary to Edmonton—abou: 220
miles—was marched in 10} days, an aver-
age of about 13 miles a day, and should be
looked upon as good work, as the trail was
bad—rivers had to be forded or bridged—
our baggage, provision and ammunition
waggons having very often to be pulled out
of swamps, thus occasioning much delay.
Our longest march duning those ten days
was 35 miles. This was done on the ninth
day ; the men by this time .were getting in
tutm.  On the 4.h of June 25 miles was
marched, over very bad roads, having to go
through several swamps. The last march

of the campaign in which we were engaged
was made on the 24th of June, wh:n 45 miles
was covered. Hud it not been that th: men
got Iittle or no time to cure their sore feet,
even better records might have been made.
What | aiways found a great help on tha
march was piacing a few singers in front,
who by lively sonygs made us forget the tedi-
ousness of the march. We seldom entered
a camp at night without singing.” Being
at Aldershot, as 1 have aheady menuoned,
in September, 18835, 1 bad an oppoituaity of
talking over the Northwe:t campaiga with
many officers, among them Col. Robinson,
of the Rifle Bingade, who 1s a Canadian,
and was adjutant-general of the camp.
Others had served in Canaida, and the uni-
versal opinion was that in that campaign
the Canadian militia had proved 1tself to be
composed of men capible of doing work,
and enduring hardship, which could not be
excelled by any soldiers in the world.
ACTUAL SERVICE IN WAR,
BIVOUACS.

Napoleon preferred the bivouic to tents
for men, and there can be no doubt that in
fine weather and a waterproofl sheei, and
especially in a woodea country where fires
can bz easily maintained, it is (uaite healthy.
The rubber sheet 1s, in my opinion, a neces-
sity, for the ground coouls rapidly during the
night and abstracts heat from the body.
Tents not being used adds greatly to the
mobility of an army. Wolseley says that
Englishmen rather shudder a: the notion of
life without any protection from wind, ran
and dews, bat adds, *‘alter the first few days’
experience most soldiers like 1t.” In Europe
it 1s qaite certain that armies when moving
cannot have tents ; they must either be bil-
leted in the towns or villages or bivouac.
Ia selecting a site for a bivouac, wood and
water, as for camps, are the great requisites.
Wood 1s, however, th2 most esszntial, for it
is robbed of half its enjiyiment unless the
men can have a fire to sleep near. This is
all the more essential if the n.ghts are cold.
In cold weather woods are the warmest
place for a bivoua:. In warm weather or in
tropical countries it 1s pieasanter to bivouac
in the open. Inselecting a site for a bivouac,
if in a hilly or undulatiag country ii must be
remembered that the actual cold is greater
in the valley than oa the side of the hill;
half way up a slope is generally the best site
for comfort as well as for military rea-
sons—it screens from the observation of
the enzmy. Cavalrymen should sleep in
front of their horses. Iafantry should pile
arms and sleep as they stand in the ranks,
officers in both instances sleeping on the
reverse flank. Arullery should always bi-
vouac in line, the men sleeping opposite to
their horses. 1t the enemy is so far distant
as to preciude the possibility of a night at-
tack, all horses should be unsad.led and un-
harnessed, the saddlery, harness, arms, hel-
mets, accoutrements and kits of inounted

corps being placed in front of each horse as
he stands at the picket ropes. Infantry
should hang their helmets aad accoutre-
ments on their rifles as they stand filed, but
each man ought to retain his water boztle,
haversack and valise. When in the unme-
diate presence of an enemy, or when it is
necessary to begin an attack early next
morning, the men must remain accoutred
and the horses saddled and harnessed. The
men with horses must sleep as best they
can, taking it in turns to lie down, whilst the
comrade holds the two horses. A few logs
of wood, sods of grass or tuif, or stones
piled to windward afford good protection
and add greatly to comfort. In the event
of war in this country, and there is time, a
backwoodsman’s shelter can be made by
driving into the ground forked sticks and
resting a pole between them. Branches
should then be laid aganst it to the wind-
ward side, being placed with the thick end
uppermost, the leaves being, as it were, up-
side dewn ; they will throw off the rain bet-
ter if placed in that way. With a good fire
at one’s feet, such lean-to’s are exceedingly
comfortable places to sleep in, as 1 am sure
some of my audience can testify. Too much
attention cannot be paid to makiag the sleep-
ing places as comfortable as possible. Un-
less men get good, refreshing sleep they
cannot sustan continued work. On waking
in the morning a smart run will make the
blood circulate and remove stuff limbs., It s
better than to crouch over a fire. The great
objcct of officers should bz to keep those
committed to their charge in good health,
Without 1t nothing can be accomphished.
Change the position of camps or tents as
frequently as possible. If the man is not
well fed it wiil soon tell on his disposition
and his temper. See that the men have
somethiny to eat and drink before beginning
work, no matter how early, Try and get
the rations varied as much as possible, and
lose no opportunity of vetting vegetables for
them. \Wnen possible get the men hot
meals. 1f preserved or cooked rations have
been served they should be warmed or made
into soup or bouilli before being eaten. This
is a matter of great importance after a long
march or a day of hard fighting. Save your
men when you can, as you would your horse.
They will be all the more fiited for a great
effort when you require them to make it,
Wolseley says: * We are prone to regard
our soldiers as machines, requiring merely
a certain amount of bread and beef, washed
down by a gill of rum, to keep them not only
in motion, but in perfect order. We are
only now awakening to the necessity of de-
veloping their moral qualities. A man
without hope makes an different soldier ;
but ode, without good spirits and cheerful-
ness is worse than useless, Strive by all
possible means to develop—to create if ne-
cessary—the high moral qualities of human
nature in those serving with you. The



