
DOMNION MEDICAL MONTIILY

f0 lie appointed or elected by the Council of the Coilege, fronm the
teaching bodies or colleges, and fromn the members of the colHege.

Tliat system lias remained in force iintil the present day, al-
though the Act of 1869 wvas ehanged eonsi(lerai)Iy in forîii, and the
present Revised Statnte of Ontario, Chap. 161, to whieil I referred
in opening, was in substantially its present forrn first enacted iii
1874 by 37 Victoria, Chiapter 30. There have 1)eefl a inimber of
amendments to the Act froni time to time; but its policy (loes îot
differ, so far as any matter is concerned whichi is likelY to corne
before your Lordship, from the Act of 1874.

Nowv a inost superficial examination of this legisiation shows
that flic uniforin policy of the Legisiature lias heen to recognize
tlie necessity for constituting the nmedical profession a corporation,
conferring upon the profession certain powers, and imposing cer-
tain restrictions-no doulit riglits and privi]eges arc eonfcrred
lipon tli, but most severe conditions, liaving regard to the state
of education in the Province iii those days, werc imposc(l upon
themn as regards the education rcquired 1)efore the riglit of prac-
tising the art of healing for gain cou]d he exercised within the
Province.

Now it seems to mne that if is absolutcly necessary, at the outset
of tis inquiry, to consider the policy of the Legisiature iii passing
this legisiation. Is if to create and proteet a -monopoly, a close
corporation having certain monopolistie riglits and privileges, or is
it to protect the pubîlic against imtposition and incompetence on
the part of those profcssing to exerelse the art of beaiiug ami
seeking to mnake a livelîihood by so doing?

Thbis appears to mie, if I rnay with respect say so, to be flic
miost important duty iinposed upon your Lordship) ly tis Coln-
mission, because upon the view you take of the policy and of flic
objeet of ftie Act miust incvitab]y depend, a1s I sce it, the v'iew *Yol

will take upon the iuost important perhaps of ail the controversies
which xviii arise lietween the different intcrcsts andi the parties
Whio mnay appear before you.

It is uinfortunate that one of the judges now sitting upon the
Ontario Bcench-and tlic onlly one, I lielieve lias taken the view
that flie Act is soily conccrncd withi the formation of a close cor-
poration witli special andi Inonopolistie privileges. That is a view
whicli, on behaif of the inedical profession, I absolutely and un-

(iualifledly- repudiate. An individual physician, speaking for
himiself, and speaking from his own point of view, may very likely
Uise language open f0 that interpretation, in speaking with reference
to soine local, unliccnsed, unauthorized comnpetitor, when bis per-


