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’_"’—‘- ‘
igain be
‘been on

covered with the ‘billoivs, though' she has
her beam';'eﬁds_,raha"hpparehll}‘. on the edge
of the rocks, shié lias hever ‘yet been shipwrecked, or
(fered loss... That'chart and compass-is_accessible
:o all,—but with ‘proper explanations from the supe-
riorvéiﬁ'ccr in command, ready at all:times to point out
;mdv show his “evidence for every turn ,?“d ;tack'they
ke, anll that it is’upon_ principles based upon these
ides that they steer the course.” I le ‘
wilh,‘w‘hich"of ;}1¢§e'you would ' ventire to cross in
qafety the perilous ocean : Iwould take the third, and
it ] consider an exact type of the barque of St Peter.

The first are -those who consider that they can-

navigate for themselves, providing they have the infal-
ible chart and éompass.  And they cast themselves
o ‘the ‘deep, in hopes that with human skill ' they
dall reachi the haibor to which they wish to’ direct
théir course.  T'he next are those who belong to the
Establishment, which professes to .be one, but in
which there is a variety of systems and opinions—
where every one has a right to attach In.msclf lo the
views he prefers_, :m_d when:e ‘ez!c!l one thinks 1111n§elf
ustified in carrying out their opinions to the thwarting,
alering, or in any way modifying the course which
has been proposed.  The Catholic Church, on the
other hand, takes the Scripture, and has it ever open
in her hand ; and there is not the Jeast of ler IMaitli-
ful who,if be is able to understand it, has it not in his
jands. Ask the convert—and many of late years,
men of knowledge, liave embraced our religion—ask
any of them if they were ever forpidden to 1.'ead the
Bible, or if they ever discovered in the Priest the
teast fear of the result of their continuing to read the
Bible? No; because we know he has gone through
the trial, and has found out ﬂxe'necessily _of an infal-
lible guide. ITe has satisfied himself, against his own
will, that the teaching of the Church isin exact con-
formitv to what the reading of the Bible had brought
him sincerely to believe.  But there may be many
hundreds who cannot even make use of this sacred
book, and there may be thousands who, if they could
read it, are yet unable to understand it ; but itis
explained to them. Its doctrines, the precepts it
enjoins, the examplesit gives, the rules of life it holds
forth for examble, all are made as familiar, and far
more so, than they can be by the mere routine of
reading it over and over again without the power of
entering into its depths which we know to be most
sublime. .
Then, my brethren, if this is our doctrine,if thisis
what we hold, why say to us, “ You are wrong, be-
cause you do not approve of another method which
we follow,” when our ground of controversy lies as
to what therule of faith, and when we have concluded
our rule of faith to be what T have brieflly defined,
and are satisfied that we must follow it out, and that
its principle is obedience to the teaching of an infal-
lible Church? What, my bretlren, is the conse-
quence, the result of this? Why, that the Catholic
Church is held together, and that prosperously. Buf-
feted as you please, nigh overwhelmed with the storms
and tempests of earth and hell, seemingly on the brink
of perdition fo human eyes, still she ever las, and
will continue her course. ¢ Oh, sail on without fear,
thon Church of God: plough the ocean, stem the
billows, dash the foam from the prow, fear not the
storm, continue as thou hast done until now, and we,
thy faithful children, will embark thercin. So long
as Peter holds the helm, we will not fear the storms
of earth or of infernal powers, but keep on the course
steadily to eternal life !
Aud from this false reasoning what eusues? Why,
I must also revert to what I said before. It isassumed
that Catholics know nothing about the Bible, that they
never read il, never study it. I need not put myself
wproof. Ina former lecture I aliuded to what had
been done by the Catholicson the subject of the Bible.
I enumerated the number of works which different
religious orders in Spain and other countries had pro-
duced, 1f you will take my catalogue of works relat-
ing to this subject—say that printed at the beginning
of the works of the distinguished Calmé, where you
have put before you the number of Cathelic and Pro-
testant writers, you will find that the number of
Catholic is greater than that of Protestant writers, And
not only go, but you will find that their works on
Seripture are, without any comparison whatever, the
best and most learned, and that Protestant commenta-
tors are obliged to have recourse coustantly to them.
And then, il you come not merely to the letter that
killeth, not merely to the knowledge of its philology
and antiguities, and that ill-placed, ill-judged erudi-
ton with which so miany commentators overload the
text; bat if you come to the genuine spirit of Scrip-
ture, to the extracling from it ils very essence in prac-
tical knowledge, and in its application 1o the life of the
Christian, either in his daily or ordinary life, or to his
more spiritualised or ascetic life, you will find that you
must not go beyond the region of Catholic comment
and explanation to obtain tais word of life. Read the
works of any Catholic preachers; of those of France,
i_?r jnslance, and see whether the genuine doctrines of
Seriptural morality are not brought out in such elo-
quent copiousness and exactness that, it has been ac-
lmp\v]edged, has never been reached by Christians of
any other country. Look at the works upon the mare
profound  views of Seriptural knowledge; examine
such writings asthose of John of God, Father Thomas,
and many others which 1 could mention, in which the
"assion and Lifo of the Saviour are made the topics of
ong, exquisite, and tender dissertations, such as move
thg sou) to compunction and tears. Oh, without going
50 far, why, Spain has produced one woman who has
shown, through meditation, more knowledge of the
depths of Scripture, more acquaintance with its sub-
imest thoughts,more real skill in the application of it to
Clristian 1i ¢, than most of the masculine intelligences
that have endeavored to penetrate its depth. ~ Saint
Therese [ would put on one side as to tiue knowledge
of Seripture, with any writings that have proceeded
from masculine Protestant minds.
ow, my brethrén, do not beled away and believe
that Catholics know nothing of Scripture. It would
e unbecoming in me after making mention of such
Fre_at and glorious men, to make a single personal al-
usion, but those who know me will bear me witness,
and there is One who will give me witness for He has
held all, that tlie best years of Y life, consecutively,

‘the word of God. And God knows,. that 1 dronped

T leave'it to you'

-contrary, nothing approximating to it.

from morfiing’ ull night, and j’ear to year, wers de-
voted almost exclusively to the'study” and reading of

not,” nor cared for fatigue nor any mental exercise to
acquire anything that, with my weak powers, I con-
céived at all useful for the understanding of Seripture.
And this, my ‘brethren, was uader the very shadow of
the Papal throne, sitting at its very foot, and received,
instead of chiding or rebuke, approbation, and even
the most flattering authority to teach. I never found,
1 riever met with checks in my studies, but, on the
Tlis is the
truth, end I fear not to speak 1l.

My brethren, you see how this whole question of
the Scriptures, as used and as known by Catholics,
which.is turned into ‘a reproach against us, is based
upon the assumption of a principle which we totally
deny. And yet, what maore popular than this constant
declamation against Catliolfcs, because they do not at
every moment put forward and scatter on every side
the word of God. We do not consider it necessary,
because the word of Cod, sacred and holy as it is, is,
as St. Peter tells us, “so difficult {o understand in
pails as that it is turned by many to their own loss,
and to their destruction.”” We do noet think, therefore,
that it should be put into the hands of all, and we do not
shrink from saying so. 1 might add other arguments,
which, however, it is net necessary for me now to en-
ter upon.

I11. The third, and, perhaps, the last caution that I
need give you upon this subject is, not 10 give heed ta
objections which are connected with mere personal,
or more general vitaperation. In other words, when
you hear that our religion is objected against in terms
that if true would make Catholics suffer from others,
I mean as to the common instinets of humanity, or
such as would compel you to form a judginent of indi-
viduals or classes, such as practically you have no
right to form, then, I ray, beware at least of whatever
may be personal. ~Carefully disjoin whatever may he
mereiy declamatory from what is really argumenta-
tive. :

We have become accustomed to this, my brethren,
And we have become accustomed to it from the very
beginning of the Church. We have been accustomed
to see it in the Blessed Saviour’s example. We have
seen how the Jews arrived at once at the most errone-
ous conelusions respecting His motives aud 1lis ends.
And we have known how that system continued, was
used against the early Christians, and how foul names
were applied to them, the most revolting doctrines at-
tributed to them, their general character popularly
misrepresented, and themselves considered the very
enemies of society.

It is much in this way you are in the habit of hear-
ing Catholics spoken of, And I wonld have you pause
and reflect, and act in this as yon would under com-
mon circumstances.  When you hear a person, whom
you have no reason to think personally 1ll of, spoken
of unkindly, you would consider it due te him to in-
quire whether it was true or not.  And if one hears
sentiments attributed to a person which are offensive
to another, he considers liimself bound in honor to as-
certain from the party himsell if what is asserted be
true. And, in like manner, I would have yon trace if
you hear us Catholics spoken of as men that necessa-
rily are treacherous, artful, deceitful, cunning, or men
with little or no conscience, or men having only one
object in view, that of aggrandising their Church,
without any regard to the commonest principles of hu-
manity. Oh, my dear brethren, I entreat you, in fair-
ness and justice, not 1o take any argument which may
lead fo that conclusion, unless you find that eonclusion
correct.  And if you find that the conclusion is not
true, yot surely may reject the argument from which
such a fata] consequence is drawn. Put the caseto
yourselves, for example, in this way :—

In the first place, what is to be thought of asystem
of attacking anything so solemn, so important as reli-
gion through the reputation of individuals? What, if,
for example, it should be proved that ll those things
which have been spoken of me were true ; supposing
that the many things which you have heard laid to my
charge were all really true, what would follow ? What
evidence would that be against the religion itself 2—
Surely, there can be no one so weak as to make the
evidence of a religious system depend npon the charac-
ter of any individual, however exalted. We have
spoken before on this subject in another direction.—
Would you corclude that Christianity was necessarily
false, because out of the Twelve Apostles one was a
Judas? The argument, therefore, is worthless. The
argument, to dispute against religion through the re-
putation of one person, can do no harm except with
the mind that is weak enough to receive il, and to con-
clude that the system must be false, "because one or
more connected with it live without lives.

Put the question to yourselves in another form.—
What inducement ean any one have to expose himself
to the effect—the necessary eflects of any one who in-
terests himself in the progress of the Catholic Church.
What is gained? If 2 person who might have the
means of leading a life of tranquillity, or, at least of
acknowledged duty, where his honor would be safe,
where his motives would be mis-represented, where
he would be surrounded with respect and perhaps with
love, what on earth could tempt him to find himsell
day after duy merely an object of obloquy and of most
paltry and miserable representations? What couid in-
duce him ? There is no earthly gain whatever to be
aobtained, no houor, no distinction, no wealth, no credit,
but everything quite the contrary. Now, can you be-
lieve that any one would be so much his enemy, and
would be so stopidly foolish, as between the two alter-
native to choose the one which makes life, if anything,
uncomfortable and unhappy, in preference to the other,
unless he felt himself supported by a stronger encou-
ragement and enlivened by a brighter hope?

Do you think, moreover, that one would expuse
himself to the loss of- all comfort or pleasure in this
world for the mere sake of living a life of hypocrisy,
of deceit,- ol -covered inignity, stifiing ail the time re-
morse of conscience, with the certainty in his eyes
that the day would come when' the mask would be
torn off in the presence of assembled millivns of the
human race, and a few years might pass of what his
thought, his pride deemed a passing success only to
be blighted for eternity in the darkest fate of woe ?—
And can you believe that any human being would thus
act? And yet, are not most of the objections that are
made against Catholics based upon this supposition ;
that I, and the ministers who surround this altar, with
many men who have sacrificed Drilliant prospects and
exalted positions to devote themselves to the ser-
vices of God’s sanctuary, have been so wretchedly
blinded and s6 mentally diseased as to have made up
their minds to sacrifice the prospects and possessions
of this world in order, at the same time, to throw away

all the happiness and hopes of the future? Can you
believe that. And yet, as'I have said, upon this sup-
position are many, many of the arguments and objec-
tions raisud against us based. o

If that be not the case, these arzuments are false;
and you have lo chaose whether really you believe this
argument at the cost of such an.unuatural supposition.
If you have no right, or, if'is is unjust and ungenerous
to assume arguments based on such groundwork as
this, whatis to be said of that argument which looks

‘upon the whole state of the Catholic Church as cor-

rupt, which Jooks vpun all foreign nations as involved
in the midst of eror, and suuk in the very abyss of
iniquity, and that there is no bright, no fruitful corner
upon carth save only this one island? Are we to say
as St.. Augustin reproached the Donatists of old with
saying, ‘that they thought they were so much worth,
that Christ must have died only for one corner of Af-
rica.” -1 would pot it in 2 more searching form, if I
thought it at al) necessary. Are we to suppose that
in England the standard of gospel marality is so high

‘that it can be assumed to be the level at which God in-

tended mankind to rest, and the rest of 1he Christian
world not only to be on a lower level, but even in the
very dregs of iniguity and sin?

My brethren, I would appeal to your own experi-
ence, 1o the statements that have been put abroad
respecting the conditiou of the agricultnral classes,
and the poor in manufactnring districts and towns.—
1 would have you appeal towhat we koow of the
higher classes, and the principles upon which their
lives are regulated, andto the amount of purity, and
holiness, and innocence of life to be fonud here, and I
would have you decide. Will yon take that as the
standard of Cliristian perfection, and say, ¢ England
is the only country which really has a moral people, a
people directing their lives aceording to the law of the
Gospel.” Yel I have no hesitation in saying that when
we louk ubroad we have no canse 1o trinmph in the
comparison, and find that other countries have pro-
duced men who have raised themselvesto a far higher
sphere of sanctity than the Chureh of England has
reached. I we wish far models among the clergy,
I point to St. Franeis of Sales. St. Thomas of Valencia,
and in fuet toany number of Bishops in ltaly, France,
or Spain. I would have you to look inte their actions
and compare their histories with those of the clergy ol
this country. Where ate the gramd monuments of
philanthropy and benevolence that cover this coun-
try to be met with as the resnlt of clerical charity 7—
And as to these men, and the manner in which they
spend their days and nights, oh, it will bear a scruti-
ny as minute as that of the greatest saint in ancient
times. In private as in pablic, their lives are blame-
less and their actions just. 1t is unjust, my brethren,
thus to assume as is dene that which recalls to our
minds more the words of the Pharisee than of the Pub-
lican ; this boast of the superiority of lZngland. And
the Protestant is clearly authorising asystem of depre-
ciation and even of obloquy in thus dealing with others,

My breihren, [ can say this, [ think with justice,
that if' you look back at the time which has just now
elapsed, the year or two which have passed, you will
find that the conduct of Catholics has been meek and
forbearing. If you examine the writings put forth,
there is none of that abuse and ealling of hard names,
and lmputing of motives which we find every day
made use of in attacking the Church of God.. It isa
consolation in us to see this trust in God, and to know
that we have not to answer to God for any breach of
charity in defending what we are satisfed is His troth.
[ would remind others who may have been in the
habit of applanding the language in which we aic
spoken of, of the beautifu] words of Cowper:—¢ The
time will soon come when three words spoken in cha-
rity, and in meekncss, will have a mare blessed re-
ward than three thousand volumes spoken in a dis-
dainful toue of oratory.?

My brethren, listen tono argument in which a breach
of charity is involved. Let not the declarations of any
speaker, however they may sound welcome and flat-
tering to your national or your personal pride, have
the effect 1o shut your eyes to your awn defects. And
let us remember that the true test in religious discus-
sion between those who call themselves Christians
should be, which can be more meek, more charitable,
or more tender ? that so at last, when we come to an-
swer before God, we may not be found, in having
sought the first of the theological virtues, 10 have vio-
lated the third, which is the greatest and the best.

The Word of God tells us that the end of the dis-
course is better than the beginning; that, in other
words, it is alwaye a subject of gratitude to God when
we find ourselves arrived at the expiration of an ap-
pointed task. You have listened, my dear brethren,
with attention, and I fully trust, with candor to.the
truths I solemnly believe, spoken with all plainness,
with all simplicity, and without, perhaps, sacrificing
the truth to any tenderness of feeling. [ trust that |
have not wounded the religious sensibilities of any
man; but, at the same time, I have felt that I would
be making a sacrifice of duoty, and rendering myselfl
accountable to God, were I o withhold any of those
things from you which I considered it my office to de-
liver.

It is well that upon a day like this (Palm Sunday)
such a course should be concluded—a day which
draws us and our thoughts from the more harsh and
unkind occupations of a relizious controversy to the
cantemplation of scenes befure which every heart
must be melted and every spirit must be humbled.—
What the destinies o the Catholic Church may be—
what God may be pleased to hold in His hands for
Ris poor flock 1n this country, it is not given to us to
know, and it would be rash, perhaps, to conjecturc.—
Human prudence, human {oresight may perhaps sece a
cloud gathering, threatening to burst with heavy griefs
and woes upon its head. There secems to be a bitter
feeling upheaving in the breasts of men, and already
is heard from their lips words of acerbity and enmity.
It scems as if another atlempt was not unlikely to be
made by the civil power 1o do what jis former efforts
failed to accomplish—to crush this light which God
has given us. Qur institutious, our means of educat-
ing the clergy, our most heautiful, and to us, most be-
loved modes of life are becoming subjects of coarse
and violent declamation. And it scems as if there
were many who would rejoice if a standing place
were not to be allowed uk in the land of our fathers.—
Be it sv. To Goil we commit the futnre. His Church
does uot die ; His Church fails not ; His Church suf-
fers not, The limb that is in one place may, indeed
be deeply affected, and may suffer excruciating pain,
but the body will be hale and sound so long as it con-
tinves united to Christthe Head. Then, to God on
this day, to His wmerciful care, to His loving protection,
and 1o His tender solicitude, do we comm that which
may be our future." : :

Bat one thing only can we and ought we to wish.
If it is His Holy will that His Church should com-
pletely triumph—if we are reserved 10 see’ what would
form truly the happiness of our heart, His holy faith
extending on every side, and the Blessed Holy Mother,
who scatters blessiugs from her beneficient hands,
with outstretched arms recciving thousands into her
embrace—if we are to see obstacles which aie cast.in
our way by the combination of wealth, of influence,
and of party, depart and disappear as such huve be-
fore, then, 1 only ask, that they who trinmph be as
Him who on this day went into Jerusalem, meek and
humble, unoffending and lowly. May we His Minis-
ters have no more to do than o scaiter what we have
upon His path; and may He be alone the King of
Zion in the hearts of His people, the righteous God
triumphing amid the Hosannas that rise in Heaven !

And if a moment of darkness and of desolation is
again in store for us—if we have to become once more
what our fathers were Lefore us, Oh, then, in the
agony of Christ, in the angnish of Golgotha, we have
our model.  And we know how it has been the pride
of the Church to be united in suffering as in triamph
with her Master. Oh, may he pour Inte each of our
hearts abundance of meekness, gentleness, and
patience ; and may it, even in our darkest hours, be
not so much our duty as the very instinet of our Catho-
lic hearts, to pray for forgiveness to those who speak
ill of us, who ill-treat us, and would even persecute
us ¢ for they know not what :hey do.?

CATHOLIC INTELLIGENCE.

OrexiNg oF ST. Mary MacvaLEN’s CHuncu
AT MORTLAKE, SURREY.—On Wednesday, the 12th
ult., the new Catholic Church just completed at
Mortlake, near Richmond, in Surrey, was solemnly
opened by the Lord Bishop of the diocese of Souti-
warl, who sang the High Mass, assisted by the Rev.
J. Cotter, J. G. Wenham, (Priest of the chureh,)
and the Rev. J. Walsh. Ifis iminence the Cardinal
Archbishop of Westiinster, who assisted under his
throne in the ehancel, preached after the Gospel from
the 19th verse of the 117th psalm—* Open ye to me
the gates of justice, and I will cnter in and give
praise to the Lord ; that is the gate of the Lord;
the just shall enter into it.”

A mission of Jesuits for Cayenne has been organ-
ised by the French government ; three have accomi-
panicd the convicts to their destination, and three
more are about to follow. The government hes
granted them a house and lands in Cayenne.

$900 was collected at St. James Church, New
York, on Sunday, 23rd ult., for the Irish Catholic
University. o

Coxvension.—Mrs. J. A. Louge, daughter to
Colonel M. Hafle of T'orrhouse-Moore, Wigtos-
shire, was received at St. Alphonsus® Cliureh, Glas-
gow, on the 29th April, by the Rev. M. Ryan.—
Tablet. )

AFFaIrs AT RomE.—Letters from Rome in the
Univers, under date April 20th, informs us that the
Sacred Congregation of Rites, in an assembly, held
on the 10th of January last, decided a question of
much importance to the Society of the Brothers of
Christian Doctrine. The cause of the beatification
of the Ven. J. B. de la Salle, their founder, has
been going on for some yecars. A very great diffi-
culty had for some time arrested the progress of this
affair ; the question of his writings. After having
been submitted to three revisors, after having been
examined by the Sacred Congregation at its meeting
of Sept. 11th, 1847, and at that of Sept. 7th, 1850,
it has finally been decided at that of Jan. 10th, 1852,
and 1n a sense favorable o the cause of the veneralile
servant of God. 'This decision was taken on a
report drawn up by Cardinal Gousset, Archbishop of
Rlieims, and by Card. Lambruschini, Prefect of the
Sacred Congregation of Rites, and Reporter of the
cause of the venerable servant of God.

UNITED STATES.

The expense to Massachuselts of rsceiving and
entertaining Kossuth amounted to $10,000.

‘The various Protestuut religious and charitable so-
cieties in New York held their anniversary meetings
the week before last.  The  Anniversary week?®? 1
that city, is an occasion which generally calls together
thonsands of strangers, from diflerent parts of the
Union, who have all sorts of atime—preaching, pray-
ing, frolicking, drinking, and sometimes abusing each
other most unmercifully, especially if they happen tn
meet in crooked roads, and by-places, as is often the
case !— Boston Pilot.

The Boston Supreme Judicial Court closed its spring
term last week, and will meet again 7th June.
Among other important business transacted, was tlie
consideration and decision of about a dozen divorce
cases, mostly for adultery. This disease, which is
deeidedly worse than the ship-fever, is getting to be
alarmingly common in this city. What can be dene
to check it 7—J1bid.

The Rev. Mr. Greene, who was arrested for swind-
ling, sume wecks ago, has been sentenced to twenty-
ane months imprisonment in Philade!phia. This man
is said to be a very cloquent orator, had preached ju
many of the churches at Cincinnati, Philadelphia,
and other Fluccs, and succeeded in converting a great
number of sinners. Yet, withal, he has been con~
vieted as a vile impostor and knave. '

Mr. Mathew, British Consul in South Carolina, has .
applied to the Supreme Court of South Carolinafor a -
writ of habeas corpus in favor of Manuel Pereira, i
British seaman, imprisoned for his color. The court
have pos/poned (he hearing of the case till next Janvary!

There are some philanthropic abolitionists in office
at the Sing Sing State Prison, N: Y. The following
story-is told :—A fugitive slave was there last week,
and his terrn of Imprisonment - was within ane day- of
its close, when the U.-S, Marshal and a son of the
owner of the slave appeared forthe purposc of making |
his release 4t a designated hour next day, when they
would be on'handto nab him. Whenthey made their
errand known, they were’ informed the Tugitive had -
been pardoned, and left a few moments before they -
entered. We hardly think there is a white man in -
the U. S. will find fault with his keepers for lefting .
poor Cuff step out in this way. He took:the ¢« undes-. -
ground track.” : S



