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T KATE ASHWOOD.
CHAPTER XIV,

1 These awful words, * till death do part,
May well alarm the youthful heart; -
No after-thought when once a wife :

The die is cast and caat for life.”
Cotlon,

Whle Sir George was thus trying to take 1o
people in Loodon, the day arrived for the wed-
ding which he had endeavored to thwart. Me.
Mertou’s leg lad progressed favorably. The
marriage-settlements were soon arranged ; and
po impediment now remained to the celebration
of the nuptials. )

All was bustle and excitement, and joy and

s gatety ; so hike, poor Kate thought, the time of
her engagement. She liked Mr, Merton ex-
tremely, and respected him more and more, as
she became intimate with bim ; and she rejoiced
much 1n..the happy contemplation of the fate
which she deemed wasin store for Fanny.

Tte ceremony was arranged to take place m
the pansh church. The bridesmaids included
the two sisters of the bride, Miss Merton, and a
cousin of the Ashwoods. .

The church was decorated with evergreens,
and a few flowers were also admitted ; and, by
the way, this subject of the admission of flowers
wto the sacred edifice bad caused a tremeadous
controversy in the panish.  Some of the parish-
ioaers deemed such innovaticns highly idolatirous
and savoring of Popery, while others had de-
fended their presence. The former clergyman
would as soon have admutted a statue of the
Blessed Virgin hersell or a crucifix, while the
new one stood up for the rights of the flowers,
and bad caused sundry otber changes which
greatly hornfied the old inhabitants ; for exam-
ple, an altar-cloth on which was embroidered o
medizeval style LH.S.; besides wbich candles
actually found their way into the chureh, aod
were highted during morning as well as evening

" service. Many who had patiently stood the
flowers could not pray with an easy cooscience
while candles were kept lighted ; otbers again

submitted to the candles, but protested aguinst

their bemg lit. This, however, 15 a digres-
sion. .

Faony entered the church leaning on her fa-
ther’s arm, looking happy, bright, and satisfied.
There was ia her countenasce an expression of
the calmest content. The bridesmaids looked
well. Kate, though feeling ntensely the differ-
ence 1n ler situation as brudesmard from the
important one of bride she had been destined to
fill, endeavored o keep 2 cheerful countenance ;
and succeeded so well, that few would have
guessed that beneath a smiling exterior was a
beart broken and weighed down by sorrow. Se-
veral Iriends of both bride and bridegroom as.
sembled to do honor to the nuptials. Toe so-
lemn words were at last pledged which bound
Tapny Ashwood and Frederic Merton toge-

" ther. Somehow a wedding is always an aw-
fully-solemn ceremony, notwithstanding all the

glitter aod gaiety arousd. "Tbe responsibility of

the marriage-vow is so great, so awful, that it 1s
surprising wmany doo’t shrink from the weighty
charge, considering themselves unfit and unable
for accomplisiiug the duties matrimony entails—
duties so solemn, and on the proper fulfiiment of
which depends the well-being of generations.—
Yet unfortunately few consider these n their
proper light. How often are they entirely ex-
cluded. Many enter mto the holy state irom a
wish to better their fortunes ; others atiracted
by the desiwe of bcing free from maternal ‘re-
strant ; and how often do we see the moxt uofor-
tuoate resulis of those inarriages!—children
badly brouglt up disgracing themselves and their
ilies.

m“I)Eut enough of this sermomsing. That philo-
sopher spoke truly, who said we should all be per-
fect, 1f to do what was right were as easy as fo
know whal was right to do; and there are few
amoogst us whose miuds are pot prelly well
stocked” with moral maxums on this and most
other subjects, so that young ladies need not be
appalled. Al these lrulls which look so fair
‘and tempting are not of the Dead Sea, we can
assure them.

The breakfast, or more properly speaking
luncheon—for whe breakfasts at one o’clock 7—
not‘yo.u or I, my dear readers ; at Jeast [ hape
not —well, the dejeuner; then, to use the proper
:”%lerm, was most satisfactory.

“ The cake was gorgeous, covered with lttle
doves, Lissing each - otber, most lovingly, and
percked on shaking pieces of wire ; Cupids aim-
ing “their sugary -darts at the cowmpany ; true
lovers’ knots ‘and ‘satin ribbons all attached Lo
“most snowy-white sugar, and mouuted on the dif-
ferent steps of stairs-that led the linile sugur god
. and bis satellite - doves to- the flag at the iop,
%where warved the ermorial bearings of (e houses

%of Ashwood and Merton. o
The requisite number of toasts was given and
appropriate speeches “inade. - The "brivesmaids
-were applauded [as” usmal ; aod’the cusiomary
-wigh exjiressed, ; thatr

i might-be - the: brides  of 10-morfow ; and they
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the 'ljridesm'ai_d‘s; of to-day.|.

were told, as they have been informed from time
immemorial, that if they were not all married by
that day twelvemooth it would be their own
fault, &c.; and the bride and bridegroom were
cheered and wished every happiness.

In short, the wedding was very much like
every other wedding ; and the happy couple Arove
away from Warrenstown, no end old of shoes
being thrown aiter them. ‘They went to a
friend’s hous2 not far off, which had been lent to
them for a short tuze ; and they then started for
a tour. Fanov wrote frequently very charming
accounts of herself and her busband j she seemed
to be thoroughly happy. And Kate rejiiced;
she was one of those sympathising creatures to
whom the bapriness of others s important, and
is 10 fact necessary to their own, and whose tears
are more frequently

¥ Flowing in rills,
For others’ illg,"”
tban for their own misfortunes.

Charles had repeated nvitations from Fitz-
James to return to Shanganabab, aud he made
up bis mind to do so. Ie had been some months
at home ; and perceived that though exteriorly
Kate was gay, and as full of spirits as be had
knows her 1o be in days long gone by, she was
at heart sad and sorrowiul. Hz saw it was
quite useless to attempt further remonstrance
with his parents, as they had evidently made up
their minds to remain firm. But still ¢ Time
works wonders,’ and Fitz James might becowme
rich, though there seemed but little prospect of
it at present. He therefore answered an urgent
appeal from Ins friend in the afirmauve, and took
hus departure.

CHAPTER XV.

Meantime Fitz-James was dragging on a stu
pid existence of Shanganahab, He was out of
spirits, and meditaring a visit to an unele’s house
ia Dublin, where be had an tuvitation to spand
some uime,

The Dublin season, never very gay, was that
year, bowever, duller than wusual. - He cared
litde whether 1t was gay or otherwise, but went
throegh a certam number of balls, dinner-parites,
musical soirees, &c., without any great gout for
them. He then accompanied one of his cuusins
to the north of Irelasd, visited the Guunis
Cau-eway, and cut his and Kate’s qwitials in the
rocks, to perpetuate his love for her. Aad there
stili are to be seen F. J., and IX,, liuked 1n each
otlier monogram fashion, such as are oftes row-
adays embossed on paper. He was delgghted
with the bold wild scenery, the curious caves,
the extraordinary octagon-shaped pillars, seem-
ing as if fashrored by the hand of man, so rexu
tar arnd exact are they, fitting one into the other,
and much more resembling 1he labor of wmthons
a4 workmen than the faatastic creation of damne
Nature. He was greatly struck with the differ-
ence in the prosperity of the inhabiaats of the
north 1o those of auy other parts of the coun-
trg. £ On, thought he, ¢for manufacturers to
occupy our idle hands, and bring presperity 10
the country,” Ile wisited several linen-factories,
where hundreds and thousands of peeple earned
their daily bread ; ¢ and why,” thought te again,
¢are the other parts or Ireland shut out from
such advantages? Why does a colony of dis
ttact people enjoy an exceptioual state of prospe
rity 7 Is the msery of the Connaught or Mun-
ster peasant a cousequence of that recklessurss
aad waat of energy, which we are told 1s a cha:-
acteristic of the Irish Celi 7 or are we to attri-
bute 1t to the government of past Cmes—tlke
appressive spirit of which happiiy no louger sur-
vives—when Irnish mauufactures were crusted by
special epactment, anc by thus stranghug the
growth of mavufacturiog wdustey, a fatal blow
was iwllicted cn the country, lrom whiehi it can-
not recover 7’

He did not rezain long oa his tour, but re-
turned to Dubliu, and soon afterwards home.—
He there passed some tune, wniting fregaently to
Charles to return and cheer him in lus Joaeli-
ness; and his entreaties were at lasi reward-
ed by an acceptance of ms oft repested hospi
tahty.

The two friends were glad to mneet each other
—and Fuz Jawes was gratified avd saddeaed by
the intelligence of Kite’s constancy, whick Char-
les comumunicated to fum with all te delicacy of
a brother and the sivcerity of a friend,

Not long after lus arrival, they were stepped
one day, whilst out driging, by a Inghly respect-
able looking mau, who, with no end of bows, re-
guested a parley. He addressed tbem as fol-
lowss : - o
¢ Gentlemen, my daughter is going to be mar-
ried ; and I should feel very. proud i you would
honor cur-humble board by your presence.’

Tuz-James and Charles promized to go that
evening, 2fter the wedding-dioner was over, w
time: to fead out the bride for -a dance. They

were greatly amused, on eateriug, at the state of

fuss old Hughes was in'as they appeared, He.

made place for them next the bnde,  Our frieuds
were heartily - welcomed. - 'The. company were

all seated round a‘table, on ‘which were prapes,
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melons, peaches, and apricots j port, sherry, and
whisky-punches. Old Hughes.was a tenant on
the Boylan estates ; and his' landlord’s green-
houses bad been despoiled of some of their best
productions for the occasion. At the appointed
time, Fitz-James led off with the bride, and
Charles selected a partoer for himself. Reels,
country dances, and jigs-succeeded each other
1 rapid succession. Oae or two quadrilles also
—which were looked upon with great admira-
tion by the old folk, who had never seen in
thewr days anything grander than their own na-
tional dances, which, for grace and spiril, bear
no uofavorable contrast with the ¢modern im-
provements.” Charles was greatly amused at
fiading Inmself tete a-tete with a rustic beaury.

At Warrenstown, where 1be atmosphere of
aristocracy was pure and undiluted, such an 1dea
as going to a farmer’s weddsng would have been
scouled : and he meditated writing a description
of it to lus father, who would have shrugged lus
shoulders at the bare 1dea ot mixing w the
amusements of plebeians. Then again he con-
sidered it would be better not to provoke the
displeasure of the paternals, as they might tease
Kate by expressing their disapprobation of itz
Jataes, and the cowpany into which he was lead-
mg Charles,

Tae ball was conducted with the utmost deco-
rum. Few would have imagined they were in
the midst of those who, the next day, would be
following ploughs, milking cows, and making but-
ter. Certaly the winte-kid gloves and satin
shoes of the iadies, and the five broadeloth and
silk vests of the gentlemen, hardly suggested
such an wea. ‘I'hey remained with the old far-
mer Gl daylight, who pud them every sort of
altention, He was considered quite a character
n the weighborhood. He was, in lis way, a
small Chesterfield, and prided himself on tus
grind bow and courteous conversation,

Ga their way back to Shanganabah, Charles
asked Euz Jaes if these wareiages were en-
tirely the result of affection, or bad wordly
prudence any share 10 the matter. Fuz
James-ioformed hun that the thought of marry-
g for love was as loreiga to their ideas as it
would be to a young lady in the highest French;
circles, Two farmers weet at a fair,—~1be one
bas a son, the other a danghter,—-and, whie
swokwg a friendly pipe togetner, they suggest
the advisability of bringing avout a marriage be-
tween themn. They tnen bargain about the re-
spective fortunes as pediars might do about therr
wares., Charles expressed great astonpishment
ut bearing that Irshwen, who have the charac
ter of beng so unprovident, should bave so de-
cided an eye to the <nain chance. Fuz.James
rephied that at different times people had come
to him to beg that he would assst them ig bring-
g abeul destradble watches ; and he often -found
the pacties kuew notlung of each other j and tnat
the ptece of land or a certain sun of meney was
really <he desired possession, and not the owner,
or ratker tenant who held it.  This, however,
be added, apphes eutrely to the farming classes ;
fove aad romance reign paraimount zamong la-
borers ; they possess nothing themselves, and ex-
pect pothiwg in natcunony, but to gain the girl
they are 1n love wntd; thew mar~iages are, in
general uiterly reckless and improvidert,

News came to Fatz.James one dag that the
Powers of Power Court were returning to their
residence {iom the Contivent, where they had
gone 1o ficish the education of their ctildren.—
Fiz-dumes was plessed at the mteBigence, as
prounsing some novelty and amu:ement for his
fricnd.  Mr. Power was vers weulthy ; be had
bertted the property from s fathee twenly
years previomsty.  He was married {0 the
daughter of a rich gentlenan in Scotland ; and
she thought lreland detestabls, and contnived
every unagiuable excuse for hiving as much as
pussible away from it.  U'lie education of the
ciokdren furmed a very reasonable pretext for
gniug abroad. ‘Tbe famly bl not been g Ire-
faud o7 many years, except Mr. Power, who
bad two or thiee times wisited Lower Court for
a shoit nne, to lvok atter s property,  Dur-
tng the short tnne  that Mre, Power bad resided
there, she wus very gay ; she saw a great deal
of eompany at the place, and endeavored as
wuch ay possible to prevent ennui. She did
ool care moch for Mr, Poewer, and  had ouly
married hiw as be suited —or ratber s fortune
aml connexion were such as she, daughter of Mr,
MePb-rsou of Casrnslort, bad a rigin te expect.
Sue was a lovely bloommnyg girl of utneteen when
she married—he some years ber senior.  There
was no greal disproportion 1n that way; bat
Mr. Power was cold and superciigus, and enly’
sought m 2 wife one win would ornament his
drawing room, look diguii-d ot the bead of s
dinner table, and 1w fact do tne honors of his
house to perlection. For that purpose be could
sotl have made a better or more appropriate
selechion.  Mrs. Power was declared the 'delle
of'Dublin Castle the first winter she speutin ihe

‘too’dreadful to think of !

of the beautiful Scotch lady. They had now
several children, all ages from two to twenly-
tvo; from the straggling haws of babyhood to
the whiskers and moustaches of more mature
years. Ten brothers and two sisters—a con-
siderable family, and rather an anxious care for
pater- and mater-tamihias. Mr. Power wasa
proud baughty man, proud of his ancestry, Ins
broid acres, and his high connections. He was
a Protestant, and looked with contempt on the
Cathiolics of the country, Few of them were
ever admutted inside the mansion of Power
Court,

Fitz James had been left ward ot Mr. Power,
hence this intimacy with the family. TUlader
ordinary circumstances Ins religion would have
formed a complete barrier between them, Fitz-
James and Charles went to pay a visit to Power
Court imwediately after the arrival of the
family, and they were fortunate in finding Miss
Power at home. Charles was quite bewitched
with her; and if Fuz James was not so, you
may be sure it was solely because his heart was
previously eungaged. An intimacy soon sprang
up between Fitz and bis friend and the Powers ;
aud there was a coustant interchange of civiluties
passing between them. I'Le girls were very
fascinating ; and IMtz-James was becoming
alarmed for the safety of Charles’s heart; for he
elways found reasons and excuses for visiting
Pawer Court every second or third day,

Oge day the Powers asked the two gentlemen
to assist them in gelting-up charades. Charles
had acted before in private theatricals; so be
was quite at home in an amusement of that de-
seription.  'The word selected was ¢ donkey’—
apparently not a very romantic word, and yet a
good deal of romance came of it.

Tue little game was fixed for the following
evening. A few [riends were dizning at Power
Court ; and after dinner the company, on reach:
iug the drawing room, found a curtan fastened
across from one side of the room to the other.—
The girls soon disappeared ; then a noise was
beard belund the curtain ; whispering, laughing,
gad moving lurniture ; by degrees tins subsided,
the curtain was slowly drewn aside, and Mary
Power was discovered Jeaning on a chair, en.
veloped in 2 Spanish mantilla ; apparently in ex-
pectation of the arnival of some one, as she oc-
casionally glanced uneasily at the door. A mo-
ment after, Charles euters, dressed as a Spanish
¢ Dou,” a cloak thrown loosely over his shoulders
a sword by lus stde.  He cemes over to the lady
aud, bowing nearly to the ground, Lkisses
ber haud fervendy. She puts ber finger to her
lips.

¢ Hush I’ she seid ; ¢ no noise. If my father
knew you could think of my hand, of asking me
10 bear your hated name, what would he say ?—
Hush ! speak low.

¢ My Catalina, he replied, ¢why must such
hatred as this exist 7 Because iy escutcheor
is less noble than yours, am I to lose my precious

treasure—my fondest love? Am I to suffer
such tceatmeat 2 he said, angrily 5 and here he
stamped lus foot, as 1f in a passion. *By my
soul, I wou’tY By our Lady, 'l endure tgis
no longer!” and with his eyes flishung fire, he
{aid tus band on the it o1 his sword.

¢ Calm yourself,” said Catsalina (lor by this
namn> we shall at present decignate Mary Power)
¢ for the love you say you bear wne, respect my
father. Patience! he loves me dearly ; he will,
perchance, relent.
Pedro. may bave forgotten the Cataliaa he now
loves.?

¢ Do yousay this? returned the Don ; * the
sun must change its course, ere I could lorget
iny warshipped, my adored one !’

¢]1 hear my duenna, said Catalina; *you
must hasten away. I dread ber even more than
my father’s displeasure. Here1s a ring ; and of
ever tbat ring 19 oot forthcoming when | ask it,
[ shall know that Don Pedro foves anotier. But
you must go 5 L hear steps approaching.’ Exit
Da Pedro j eater duenna.

¢ Senora Catalina, ’tis time to dress for the
ball.  What will you wear P

¢ A dommo,’ returned the girl.

¢ But, senora, a domino is not the suitable
dress for a young lady of your pretensions. Let
me lind some wvre appropriate costume,’

¢ No P said Catraliga, 1n a determined manner,
'l have no other. .

Mary is euveloped in a domino, takes the
duenna’s arm, and exit.

The next scene represents a ball-room.—
Catalina enters, leaning on ber father’s arm; the
duenna beside her. Sbhe espies in the distance
Don Pedro, apparently in deep coaversation with
another lady. He does not recoguise her on ac-
zount of the disguise. She approaches him and
waiches lim for some tune without his beiig
aware of her' presence.,” She,then advances
alone 10 the froot of the stage, and as if talking
to hersell, exclaim, ¢Don Pedro fiithless! *tis
1 have pelieved him

lrisb nerrojiolis, and all the deglibortiood ‘apout |

Porwer. Court were  entbustasuc in thewr prawes

Cot
s

right 3 *seek not. for .no

all truth and bonor;," I suppose my father, was
ble senlimnents where

v

give none,

insult to injury 7
playing a double game.
deep conversation with a lady ina balcony of the
ball room.

Perhaps by that time Dan.

there is not noble blood.’? She seems in de-~
spair ; looks at him again. He is still in eranest.
conversation. She now walks about, and dances. -
with other cavaliers, and fioally quits the ball-
room.

Doa Pedro suddenly leaves the balcony where
be had been seated with the lady, 20d is appar-
ently occupied searching for something which he
cannot find.  He tries under chairs and sofas.—
The missing article cannot be discovered. ‘The
company are all gone; still he hngers till inform-"-
ed that the ball room must be closed.

Next scece. Ileis discovered entermg Ca- -
talina’s boudoir through a wmdow. Catalina
comes in, and indignantly refusss to speak to
him, e atks for an explanation. She will
At last she suddeoly asks for the.

ring. Ile looks abashed ; he has it not; he bas.

lost it.

¢ Lost it !’ she exclaimed ; ¢ how can you add:
No, Doa Pedro; you are-
I saw you last night in.

Name the lady.
¢ My married sister,’ rephied Don Pedro, ¢ We

have not met {or two years, and I was anxwus to
tatk to her

Catahina in her turo looked consused.
¢ But what about the ring 7’ she said at last,—

* How do you explamn that P

¢ The ring was too small for all save my little -
finger, for winch, however it was too loose,” said
Dun Pedro. ¢I imagine, therefore, [ must bave
dropped 1t while talking to my sister.

A servant of Don Pedro euters a¢ this mno-
meut with the ring, which had fallen into a boat
moored on a lake uode: the balcony.

The curtain now dropped. ,

1t rose again while Bluebeard was departing -
on his journey,. and ntrusting his wife with the
¢ key” of his treasures, and of his closet, which she
was not to enter. The sequel of the story is,
however, too well known toneed repetition,

The tout was represented by two old women
at a Petty-Sessions Court ; the one accused the
otber of having stolen her ¢ donkey.’ 'I'he
charade was well got up and cleverly acted, and .
was received with great applause,

CHAPTER XVI.

Charles was fast becoming desperately in love -
and Fuz-JTames used his utmost endeavors to
dissuade him from visiting so often Power Court.
Experience is the cheapest thing borrowed, but
the dearest thing bought; and Fuz-James, hav-
ing suflered much from being crossed in love ,,
was anxious to hinder bis friend from filling nto.
a similar misfortune.  Fitz-James would say
sometimes before Charles that Mr. Power was »
lough customer to deal with; that he would re--
qure large setilements, if his daughter were-
married ; that Mr. Ashwood ‘would also be op
the look out for a large fortune for his son ; but
Ins hints were all in vain. Charles still continu-
ed to pay attentions to Mary Power; and really.
no one could find fault with his taste,

He, however, was induced by Fitz-James to
remata silect on the subject of his wishes and 1
tentions Uil his return to Warrenstown., He -
could then consult his family ere e committed
himself ; but the eyes are often times a great
deal more eloquent m their language than the
tongue, and Charles could not conceal Ius ad-.
miration, .

A ball took place at Power Court, at whicl-
of course our friends were present. Charies -
danced so often with Mary that many people
remarked his attentiops. As they were seated:
together in a recess formed in a window, Charles.
mentioned his intention of leaving Shanganahah 1n.
a few days and returning to England. = He look- -

reflect on. Kate’s mi-ery,

quirements.

ed at Mary to read 10 her countenance what ef--
[:act such a communication produced on her,—.
She became crimson, and looked down, abashed
at her own tell-tale blushes ; vod the more con-
scious she was of her confuion, the more cog-
fused she became.

As soan, however, as she was sufficiently com--
posed, she looked at bim in the most wdifferent
manner possible : hoped he had enjoyed his vigit
would be give a tavorable account of Ireland to
his friends, &c. She could not bear that he
should guess the impression he had ‘made upon
her. She was apparently cold and mdiffurent,.
or at least she did her utmost to appear s0,—
She suffered interiorly. She had fancied he -
loved her, and now 1t was evident he had only -
flirted, or else why would he retura to ‘England
without any declaration of kis sentiments 7~ She
was hurt at haviog been, as she thougkt, (rifled:
with. -How often are we mistaken in our views. .
and.ideas! and indeed Mary Poweér decerved
berself.” How httle did she guess that' Le would-
have given worlds to speak ! that: paught: but -
consideration for her preveaied hunv“frbmadé‘élér-
ing tis affectioc, e bad' prudence ‘énough' to-
‘ n. Kate’s and take warning in .
time, - He felt misgieings as 10 his pareats’, re-
He thougut that” probabiy “ihey ¢

would be even.more: exigent- in* regard: to the -
fortuae bis wife should possess than inthe sejecms-
NS . g
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