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NEWS OF THE WEERK.
Tue affawrs of Greece and the question of who
sha!l surceed 1o 1ts vacant throne may yet give
rise to serious complications.  Prince Alfred
eems to be the choice of tie people; but Rus-
wia has, it is said, interposed, and hay intimated

te Great Briram and I'rance, that she will nor |

Affairs i | spirtuals 5 and by no power on

recognise hun as King of Greece.
Traly remain unchanged.
as st 1s called, 18 as rife as ever in the Kingdom
of Naples, and great as is the milstary power of
Sardina, it has as yet proved inadequate 1o the
1ask of subjugating the Neapolitans. Ganbald'’s
fiealth is reported as tmproving. the bullel having f
been extracted fromn his leg. .

Skirwishes, but no decisive batiles bave oe-
curced betwixt the Federals and the Coufederates |
qnce our last.  The severity of the weather |
may protably account, in part, for the action
of General -Burnside, but 1t is pretended that
s Cruverament has bul very pootly provided
bun with tbe materiel necessary for an offensive
movement.  As a sign of the spirit by which the
party now in power is actualed,and of ils aptitude
for slavery, it may be noted that the House of
Representatives has, by a majority of 90 to 45
passed a Bill exonerating all persons, from 1he
President downwards, {rom the consequences of
thewr illegal acts, snd arbitrary imprisonment of

iunocent persuos.

‘Tue MONTREAL* WiTNESS” 0N MIRACLES.
—Our contemporary of the 3rd instant tells us,
« that many thoughtful people are stifl at a loss
10 Enow what to think of ¥ several rapid and ex-
Lraérdinary cures which have lately taken place
at the Hotel Diew Hospital of Montreal; and
which cures wereUpreceded by a Novena, and
recommendation {o' the prayers of St. Michel
Pes Saints, of whom some relics were lately
brouglht from Rome to Montreal by the Bishop
of the last named City. The TWutness does not
deny the facts; but he endeavors in his issue
above cited, <o to account for those facts, as not
to be obliged to admut supernatural interference,
on the one hand, or to assert fraud upon the part
of the Bishop and Sisters of the Hotel Dieu, upon
the other.  The hypothesis started by our con-
temporary is simply this: That the cures are to
be sattributed to the ¢ imagination of the
patients,” in which there is, ¢ when combined
with a fum will and an eothusiastic cosfidence in
some new process of cure, a healing power which
sometimes produces the most astounding and
sudden results,””  Whether this be, or be oot a
satisfactory explanatiin of the phenomena allud-
ed to, it is not our present object to enquire ;
our business is rather to examine and criticise
the arguments by which our contemporary at-
tempts to support bis hypothesis.

He argues that although  the perfect honesty
of the ouans and their clergy” is not questioned,
the hypothesis of any miraculous or supernatural
factor w the process of cure of the several
patients must be rejected; and this chiefly
because it 1s absurd to suppose that, ¢ the apos-
tulic era of miracles 15 1o be.re-enacted here i
Monireal through the instrumentality of the
doubtful bones of a Spaniard hitherte unknown
to the world, who bas been created a saint only
a few manths since, through a canonising power
which rests entirely now upon twenty thousand
French bayounets.”

1o the above there are almost as mauny false
statements as there are lines; and 1 so far as 1t
is at argun‘}ent against modern Popish miracles
and the virtue of the relics of saints, it is an argu-
went against the veracity of Jesus Christ, and
the credivihty of the Old Testament. Our
readers may however expect from us a reply
thereunto. . )

We say theu, that in the first place, and with
tegard 1o its stalements. the Witness 1s in error
in asserting that St. Miche!l Des Saints # has been
created a saint only a few months siace 3 for an

act of canomsation is simply an act declaratory,
aud canoot in any sense affect the status in the
other world of bim to whom 1t refers.  Protest-
ants for the most part are, as we are by experi-
ence well aware, grossly, Jumcrously, ignorant of

ey
1.hioe. o

Brigandage, however, | € :
{ things we would beg of the Witness Lo bear in

£ ihe Catloe Chireh

Vignorant of ‘ouf geparated breihren,. there-is bot,

“one so stupid as to believe: that Catholics “attri-
‘bute’ . fo the Pope the power ol making”
| Saints; or of doing more than simply declaring,
L after a careful and most rigid scrutiny of all the
! circumstances connected with the hfe and death
of one eminent for piety and holiness of living,
and of the marvels by which God has been pleas-
ed to attest His pleasure with His faithful ser-
vanl,—that he or she is indeed reigning with
1 Christ, and is entitled to be venerated according-
Iy by the faithful upon earth.

! Tn the second place, it 1s equslly false to pre-
{tend that this declaratory power is in any man-
ner conuected with the support given to the
! Pope, as a funporal sovereign, by the French
Larmy of ocvupation at Rome. The temporah-

[ ties of e Pope are at the present moment it is
"true, supported by French bayonets against the
, hostile designs of the King of Sardinia, who
;dé_sires to make himselfl master of Rome ; bul
i the spititual aatherity of the Sovereign Poniiff,
I on which alone his * canonising power” depends,
{ would be the same if he were in exie, or like s

H

f predecessors in the Chair of Peter were driven
" to seek shelter from the fury of the persecutors
“in the bowels of the earth. To no earthly
power is the Pope debted for his authority in
earth or w hell

These

an that anthority be in aught impared.

mind ; and we would respectfully exhort him to
distinguish betwixt the temporal accidents of the
Papacy, and that wiich is inherent, and essential
to it.

Why it should be “absurd” to believe that
miracles, or supernatural cures of the sick, should
be wrought in Canada, and in the nineteenth
century, as well as m Palestine and in the first
century of our era—we canoot understand ; uu-

in history as Jesus Clrist was really nvested
with supernatural power ITimself, was capable
of hmparling a similar power to others, and was
also one whose word and mos! solewn promises
might be relied upon.  If Christ was an impostor,
it 15 we adinit, “absurd” to believe that miracles
ever were, or can now be, worked in His name,
and by the prayers of Hus servants. But if IHe
was nol an impostor, and a wilful deceiver, then
is there nothing “ absurd” in such a belief in any
place, or in any era ; for the prowmises of Christ
to them that believed, were not limited to any
particular century or te any particular country,
but were general as to both time and place.—
There is therefore no greater antecedent impro-
bitity in the account of a nineteenth century,
than m that of a first centary, miracle. If lonest
and naturally intelligent witnesses to the facts to
which they deposed were competent Lo establish
2 miraculous interference with regard to what
are vaguely called the ‘laws cf nature,”
eighteen hundred years ago—wituesses equally en-
dowed with bouesly and natural intelligence are
competest to estabhsh the fact of a similar nter-
ference at the present day.

Tbat miracles should occur * privately in the
hospitals of the nuns,” rather than in a public
place, cannot seem ¢ absurd” to those -vho re-
member that Qur Lord Himself refused to gratity
the c¢mosity of the incredulous—aud that 1t isre-
corded of Him, that *he did mot many mighty
works there, because of their unbelef.”

Nor does it seem more  absurd” 1o believe
that restoration 1o health may be efected by
the *instrumentahty of the bones” of one whe
iv lus lifetime bad bees a zealous servant of
Christ, than uis to believe that—(we quote
from the Protestant version of the Bible)—
when in haste a Jead man was cast into ihe
sepulchre of Elisha and touched the bones of that
proplet,  he revived and stood up on his feet”
IT. Kings 13—21. Apply the test given by
the Montreal Witness—and Dr. Colenso does
apply it—and much of the Old and New Testa-
ment must be rejected as “ carrying about itself
such a stamnp of absurdity as to find, we should
think, but liule credence amongst the mieiligent
and educated.”— Witness 3rd instant.

[t is also urged by the FWatness that the hypo-
thesis of a supernatural factor 10 the cures which

have lately taken place at the Hotel Diei must
be rejected, as these cures differ ** from 1.0se of

the Gospel in an importast particular :°—

# For, while the latter followed instantaneously
the applicntion of the miraculous pawer, thuse of the
Hotel Dieu have required eleven nnd a half houes to
three daye, thug affording time to the healiog pro-
cess.! — Wilness 3rd instand,

‘This argument is inconclosive, because based
upon a false assumptious of facts. It is not true
that” all the miraculous cures effected by Ouar
Lord Himsell were instantaneaus, or followed
immediately upon the application of the miracu-
lous power. The miracle recorded by St. Mark
viti. 22, 23, 24, 20, is a case in powtr: for it is
evident that the restoration of sight to the blind
man at Bethsaida was a gradual process—the first
application of the miraculous power having effect-
ed anly a partial cure. Again in the Old Testa-
ment we read how King Hezekioh was * sick unto
death ;” and that sent by the Lord, the prophet
Tsaiah warned the king * thou shalt die, and not

4ire meaning of the rites, ceremonies and diseip-

live.”” At the earnest entreaty of Hezekiah, the

wh:‘chlh!ey 6;i;i§i§ei;"i1)§:dl pi'omlsed to heal _‘h'ini :.")'éf-aivas not. l"h"l_s'cu're‘,% , ‘ '
‘| but'chanity bide us hope thai amongst “the most l-affected immediately, or’ simultaneously ‘with the | ADAPTED TO THE WANTS OF THE PEOPLE OF

| application of the figs which the prophet enjoined.
Tt took three days to eflect the perfect cure of EHe-
zekiah; yetin his case the interference of a super-
vatural agenl is expressly asserted hy a book
which the Watness calls mspired,and the Word
of God—2 Kings xx. Our contemporary there-
fore should be cautious how frum his premises
given above he concludes against the presence of
a supernatural factor n the production of the phe-
nomena at the Aotel Dieu.

"It will be seen that we express o opinion of
our oiwn upon the subject; and that—whilst we
| contend that the reasons assigned by the Witness
for \liscarding the % miracle,” or supernalural in-
terference, hypotiesisas * absurd,’ are insufficient

we do not presume to assert the truth of that
hypothesis. We can only state facts: we can
say and from personal knowledge of the fact—
that whereas certain patients® were 3 few days
ago seriously ill, they are to-day, and alter cer-
taio prayers, in the enjoyment of ail the out-
ward and visible signs of robust health. As the
blind man to whom Our Lord restored sight
would only reply to the questions of the weredu-
lous Pharisees—¢ one thing I know that, whereas
[ was blind now I see”—St. John ix. 25 - so
all that we can presume tosay of the lately cured
al the Tiotel Dieu is Lhis—* one thing only we
know that, whereas, they were sick, now they are
well.”  From these facts every oune is at liberty
to form his own conclusions.

Before concluding we must howerer notice
two other assertions of the Witness: one with
reference to La Salette: the other, to the well
known miracle of St. Januarius at Noples.
With reflerence to the first he says —

“ The remembrance of the celebrated miracles of
La Salette in Frapce is quite fresh, and althongh
Bishops endarsed them with ail their pastorsl autho-
rity, and the Pope sanctinned them, yet, after two
years of successful imposition, the lady who personi-
fied the Virgin Mury, in the origioinal miraculous

i less it be absurd to believe that the person known | apparition, was traced, arrested, tried before a

French eourt—and sentenced to the penitentiary ¥ —
Witness 3rd instent.

We take the liberty ol asking our contem-

porary to produce his authority, and evidence

for the truth of the above story, which we trust

bis well known regard for evangelical truth will

induce lnm not to withold,  With reference to |
the miracle of St. Japuarius he says:i—

“ The annual miracle of the liquefaction of the
blood of St. Japusarius iu Nuples has acquired a
world-wide notoriety. The mirscle which for ages
hze been managed by the bhighest priests of Naples,
nader the control of the Hierarchy, with the sanction
of the Pope and the npprobation of the whole Catho-
lic clergy bas been nnmasked, 1a secrev is known,
and it can be performed by any chemist here; the
blood coloured cosgulated composition melting in a
fow miontes by the sole contact of the band with
the bottle which holds it.”—1b.

There is but one objection
agamst this explanation of the asserted miracle,
and it s this. "That, as the bottle, said to con-
tain tie blood of St. Januarius, is not held n
any body’s hand when the phenomenon of ebulli-
tiou is elicited, that phenomenon cannot be owing
to the * sole contact ot the hand with the bot-
tle.” This argument ts somewhat the same in
principle as that of (he lather in the Critic who
tells his distracted daughter :—

# ¢ + « The Spanish fleet thou canst not see
“ICause 'tis pot yet in sight,”

and we claum therefore no credit for origivality
in urging it ; yet to most mnds 1t will appear
conclusive —for even an “ intelligent Protestant™
can hardly fail 10 perceive that, if the bottle is
ot held, or tonched even, when the phenomenon
of liquefaction displays nseli—it cannot be any
additional heat given out by the hand grasping it
—which causes the liquefaction of the botlle’s
contents. MNow the botile or phial containing
the blood is so arranged that 1t 1s impossible that
it should ever come in contact with the hand, or
any part of the body, of those who display it. It
is enclosed betwixt two plates of crystal, sone-
what 1n the manner that, at the exposition of the
Blessed Sacrament, the latter 1s enclosed in the
Remonstrance. Ln 1bis is atlached a base, or
bandle by means of which 1t can be elevated,
and its contents exhibited to tbe public 5 and the
phenemenon of the liquefaction and ebullition of
the blood 1s elicited, not when it is beld or ex
posed,—but only when the case contaming the
head of the Sant is brought wto proxunity with
it. Again we do not presune lo explain the
phenomenon ; but the explanation proffered by
the Witness,is one which, though it has been
Loften put forward by half-educated persons, and
by persons unacquaiuted with the particulars of
the ceremony known as the © miracle of Si.
Javuarivs,” is now abandoned altogether, as too
fudicrous, too puerie to stand m need of serious
refutation. 1t supposes or assumes that which in
fart is notoriously false—1kat the pal is held in
the hand when ihe mysterious liquefaction of its

contents oceurs j and thence it concludes that it
is the heat coinmunicated through the glass, from
the band, to the contents, which causes the lique-
faction of the latter. "The simple fact however,
that, when the latter phenomenon manifests ir-
self, the pbial 15 uneither held in the band, nor in
commupication with any heat giving surface,
satisfactorily disposes of this time honored solu-
tion, which intelligent Great Britons bave been
in the habit of putting forward for the last hundred
years or more, and which therefore as an old
frieud the Witress finds it difficult to abandon.

to Le raised

! ) ’“(_)f the case"of Mary Connolly, we know nothing
personally.

~'Is PROTESTANTISM - ReLicious SYSTEM-

ENGLAND 7—Abandoning the:historical - line of
defence of Christianity, as.unfenable, it 1 the
fashion of many Protestant writers to appeal to
the subjective evidence of 11s truth, and to cite
its marvellous and universal adaptation to the.
wants, and to the capacilies of men. Such a
religion, it is argued, aud well argued, must be
from Him Who made mau, and Who alone
knows all his wants.

Let us apply this argument to Prolestantism,
[ considered as a religious systew, or as a phase of
Christianity 5 and as a test of its origin, divine or
diabolic—!et us cousider. whether it is really ad-
apted to the wants and capaciftes of wmaa as he
If atis oty if 1t is evidently useless as a re-
ligion to a large mass of the people, it evidently
cannot be from God, and must therefore claim
¢ the other party® as its sparitual father.

Protestantisin asserts, if it asserts aoything,
that the book calied the Bible 1s tire sole rule of
faith, or authority in the religious order, that
God has vouchsafed to man; and that as there
are no divinely appointed interpreters of that
book, none who, speaking m the name of God,
have any authority ro declare s meanng—every
man must, and is béued, thence to deduce for
bimself his own rehgion, to the best of his abili-
ties. The Bible, and the Bible alone, as inter-
preted by the mdividual for lumself, 1, according
to Protestantism, the only chart given by God to
guide the tempest-tossed soul safely ucross the

is.

great ocean of life, ta the haven of eternal rest.
The question therefore arises—is this chart ade-
quate for that purpose 7—is it such a gide as
the great wass of the people 1o, or even can,
avai} themse'ves of 2-—is it universally adapted to
their wants, and their actual condition at the
present day ! i

As areply to this question, we will cite the
l.ondon . Z%mes of the 151h October on the ac-
tual intelectua) condition of the grear mass of
the laboring population of Iingland, botl in town
and 10 country ;and we will leave it to the unpre-
judiced reader to deterimne how far a religious
system, whicl imperatively requires of ali its vo-
taries the intelhgent perusal of the Bible as the
sole exponent of God's will, and dealings with
mau—is suited to the actual intellectual capaci-
ties of such a population :—

“ Qur agricultural population are stilt very help-
leag nnd thrifiless, still unnble to extricate themeelv:a
from a passing difficulty, nod to get a living if tnra-
ed off by an employer or out of a cottage. They k.o
still ofien disqualified for employment they would
otherwise deserve, by not being able to write, or even
to read. They are still geaerally so ignorant that no
reasonable being, for pity's sake, would ask them a
question of history or geugraphy out of their owan
village, or more than fifty years back. They are
gtill & prey to the first fanalic or impostor that
chovses to work upon them They are still 30 in-
capuble of distinguishing betwees truth and error
that, werc they once deprived of the guidance of the
geotry and the clergy, they would be positively dan-
geroug to order by their mere simphcity and credu-
lity.,  This is the case of our now educated peusuntry.
When we turn le the arusan the case is cerluinly
worse."— London Times.

To such a people, it 5, we think, evident that
the Bible, and the Bible alone, us the sole rule
of faith, or guide and teacher in the supernatural
order, must be utierly useless, or worse than use-
less 5 and therefore, unless Grod has by His eter-
nal decrees excluded them {rom the blessings of
Redemprion; if the religion revealed by Christ be
pot purposely hidden from 1beir eyes, it is
equally evident that e must have made some
other provision for 1heir salvation ; and have fur-
nished them with some other means for aequiring
a knowledge of alt the essential truths of Chris-
tiamty, than that with which Protestantisin can
atone supply them. Drotestantism, whatever it
mnay be for the intelligent, the studious, and the
learned, 18 not—in so faras 1\ necessarily presup-
poses an obligation incumbent upon every man to
interpret the Bible for himself—a system adapted
to the wantsand intellectual capacily even of
Eagland’s ¢ educated peasantry ;' 1t cannot there-
fore have for its author a Being who desires, and
has made ample provision for the salvation ot all
His creatures.

Indeed the Times, unconsciousty perhiaps, bul
most fully pronounces the condemnation of the
fundamental principle of Protestantism, when it
tells us 1hat, the great mass of the people of Eng-
fand, of Protestant Bible-distributing Mogland,
¢ are still o incapable of distinguishing between
truth and errory’ that they would be positively
dangerous to order © were they once deprived o
the gmdance of the geatry and clergy.’ The
Bible then, the Bible aione, is not suflicient even
for the preservation of the natural order, and of
the peace ol society, uniess its leachigs be sup-
plemented by ‘the guidance of the gentry and
clergy 3 much more then must 1he Bible alone, be
insufficient in the supernatural order, and incom-
petent to teach the * educated peasantry’ of Eng-
land the way of eternal hfe.

Andf the Bible, and an abundance of Bible,
has, as is sdmitied by e Times, proved rself
inadequate to prevent the great mass of the work-
ing classes of England from falling into the de-
plorable condition of woral and mental darkness
by it described, se that they are a ¢ prey to the
first fanalic or impostor that chooses to work
upon them’—iww can it be expecied that the
circulation of the DBible amongst the benighted
heathen, amongst the Kaflirs, and the Hottentots

—the black ‘men of New-Holland, and the de.
graded races of China-shallhavé. the eflect of
raising and improving their moral and intellec(ys|
condition ? It is not too much to say that qhe
¢ Bible alone’ has proved an arrant fudure ; singe
there where the experiment has been the mog
fully and fairly tried, there the people, even the
‘educated peasantry,’ are 1n such a conditiop
that they would be ¢ positively dangerous to order?
if they were *once deprived of the guidance of
the gentry and clergy.” Ts not this tantanouns
to the confession that Protestant Xngland i ig-
debted for wiat of ¢ order, for what of soeuy
securily against revolution and anarchy it st
enjoys——iot to an ‘ open DBible;’ but to the ig-
fiuence of the landed aristocracy, and of u body
of wpiritual teachers of whom some derive (hei'r
authority from the Stale, and the remusivder from
sources equally apostolic?

The wnere existence of such a body amongst
Urotestants, is in ttself the cowplete refutation
of Protestantism, in so far as the latter is baged
upon the all sufliciency of the Bible as the rule of
fasth, or as of itsell able to wake men wise unto
salvation. If it1s, the people have no need of aRry
other guidance ; if God has ITimeeli appomted,
or commissioned no body ol teachers us expouy-
ders of Iis written Word, uo man, no body of
men, has, or can have the shudow of a right (o -
rogate to themselves the functions of religious
guides and 1eachers.  With ag open Blble: and
the Bible alone, in his hands, every man s, of
Protestantisin be not a lie, fully competent o do
all Iis own religrous thinking, and to be his ows,
religious guide, pastor aud mimster.  "Che
sistent Protestant stands 1 aeed of, agd
should spurn with contempt, the impectineatly
proflered su

Co-
o ol
ggestions, mterpretations of or com-
wenls upon, the racred text, whicir a Divtestant .
* clergy’ obtrude upon him. - Who gave you
authority to preach to me, or to lecture we upon
my religious belief, or wmy duties towards God 7'
sltould be bhis iudignant protest against the firse
manifestation of an wntent to infringe wpon ius
sacred and beaven-derived right of ¢ private judy-
went,” and the fundamental principle of Protes-
antisn 3 * Have [ uot the Bible also ! am | aot
fully as able to rightly -interpret its meaqiny, and
to appropriate its conteuts as you are ! and aw |
not bound by our cominon Protestaat Fadh 1.
interpret that book for wysell, and to whide tye
issue /7 Plhere are the questions which musl come
to the lips of every antelligent wud vonsistes
Protestant, at the aspect of such # ludicrous apy-.
maly as an interpreter of x book swhich 1s of t-
selt all-sufficient, and which God MHimself s
given 1o wan ss his sole rule of faith and spivityal
mstructor.

And if the Protestant would not be justified i
bolding such language, would not be justified iu
rejecting with disdain all attempts made by others
to bias bis mind m favor of one wterpretition,
rather than of another, of the sacred text, it can
only be because the Bible alune, and as wter-
preted by ¢ private julgment’ is aot the divine
scheme for man’s redemption ; hecause the Bible
is not all-sufficient to make wen wise unto salva-
tion ; and becaw-e, as the ZUmes admits, and
ay all expertence tesulies, without some other
guidance than that which the ¢ Bible alone' af-
fords, these would be no secunty for order, no
protection to society against the passions of the
great mass of the population, who in spite of
an ‘open Bible’ are ¢still ipcapable of distiy-
guishing betwixt truth and  erroro— London
Ttmes. :

Aund in conclusion we would ask of the Mis-
sionaries to French Canadian DPapsts, who are
endeavoring to reclaim us from the errors of our
ways, and to overthrow the influence ol the
Romish priesthood~-whal guarautee they can offer
—whal assurance they can give, tlat—wheq they
shall have fully succeeded—the then Prolest-
ant people of Canada shall bein u better moral and
intellectual plight, than are the Protestaut people
of Kngland 2 If the lutter, alter three centuries
of an* open Bible’” and of delfiverance from the
soul destroying, and intelligence-crushing errors
of Popery, are *still incapable of distinguishing
between truth and error’ is 1t to be expected
that the poor French Canadiaus shull leap at
once from thick darkuess into the full glare
ot hght? Ifthree bundred yearsof ¢ open Bible
have left the Protestant masses of Ingland ¢ a
prey to the first fauatic or iimpostor that (:h.ouses to
work upon them,” are we (o bulieve that,natucally,
the I'rench Canadians are so vastly superior even
to the * educated peasantry” of Great Britain,
that there 1s no danger of similar results with an
‘open Bible’ in Canada?  Aud f, with the bless-
sings ol the Protestant Faitl, and a Protestant
civilisation, the masses, the laboring classes of
Protestant Lngland would be ¢ positively dan-
gerous to order” were 1hey once deprived of the
gwdauce of the gentry”—how can we flatter
ourselves that, in Canada, where with ane or two
exceptions there are no “ gentry” properly so
called, social order shall be maintamed, when
the mass of the people shall have been taught to
despise and to reject the influence of their
“ clergy 77 ‘

Mr. Francis O'Neill has kindly consented to
act as agent for the True WiTnEess for Daken-

ham and surrounding neighborhood.



