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MONTREAL, FRIDAY, AUG. 19, 1859,

OUR PUSITION.

Tn publisling, to-day, the Declaration of His
Lordship the Bishop of Alontreal, as read on
Sunday last in the St Patrick’, St. Auve’s,
and St. Bridget’s churches of this City, we are
requested to produce also the aunexed Resolu-
tions ; commanicated o us ia Lhe wonth of May
‘last, by His Lordship the Bishop of Montreal,
on the part of their Lordships the Bishops of the
Ecclesiastical Mrovince of Quebec, and intended
1o direct us in the te~k of editing the Truz
WiITNESS: ~

1.« That tha Tuus Wirsess shuuld coatiove, with
.prudence, but ai the same lme with energy and ia-
dependence, o inaist upon the rights of Catholica
with regard o Separate Schools, Divorce, Religious
Marriages, Representatios, Orangeism, sad Secret So-
-cieties generally.”

2, @ That journal sbould be exciusively religious,
discussing such questions only 23 concern the inte-
rests of reiigion.”

3. ¢ It should curefully respect persens, especially
thase in au-hority ; whilat x3 the same time, adhering
to the principles of sound dectrine, whick it should
.defend with ] perfect indepesdence of all political
pasties.

4. % In election matteis, it ehould ecel to enlighten
the electors, by keeping beiore their eyes the import-
ant duties lhey have to discharge, in appointing can-
didates endowed with the necessary yualifications
baut it sho ] ot intersece with ke selection of indi-

viduals.

Our readers will estimatz, as they deserve,
these ruies laid down for our guidance by those
who of rizght are our directors in @/l matters ap-
pertaining to religion; and they will judge for
themselves now far we are dacile to the voice of
‘aur Pastors.

As to the discussion of principles which we
bare had te maintain for seme mouths past, the
Declaration which we publish below will be for
everybody, together with the above published
Resolutions, a pledge that we have oot of our-
selves set ourselves up as 2 teacher to our Ca-
tbolic readers ; but that we bave taken ouwr in-
structions {rom legitimate sources.

At the sane time, it any expression of which
we have-wade use, may Lave appeared harsh ; or
il under certain circumstance: we have sided with
any palitical party, these things can in no seuse
be attributed to their I.ordships the Bishops,
whose action with regard to the TRue Wir~Ness
bas been limted to a swrecidiance over its reli-
gious teachings. And we would add, that we,
and we alone, are responsible for all that appears
in the TrRue WiTNEss—that ifs errors are our
own, and ours only ; and thut «f we have wrong~
ed, or unjustly gwem pain [o any one—we re-
gret sincerely the foult inlo which the warmth of
discussion may have betrayed us, in this respect.
‘We anow lay beflere our readers the document
above alluded to, which wal, we trust, convince
them at the rectitude of our jrinciples :—
DECLARATION READ OX SUNDAY, AUGUST

141z, IN THE ST. PATRICK'S, ST. ANNES,

AND ST. BRIDGETS CLURCHES OF MONT-

REAL.

“ We deeply regret, Deer Lrettiren, ‘o be obliged, by
the uneasiness, and mentul uivieiy which we know to
exist amongst you, to rectify for the second time
within a few months, the vpinions of the Catholic
readers of & journal, wiouse establishment you your-
gelves golicited; and whuse priociples in iaatters
connected with Religion you wished should be wateh-
ed over Ly your Biskops. Already, in the month of
February laat, We Lave made known that We ap-
proved, in general, of the Theseg eustained with
conscientious energy by the Tavs WiTysss; and We
then invited you ta give the interests of Catholicity
precedence over all other interosts, and o support
a journal which defendad those interests with a pen

as powerful as it wos disinterested. The advice
which We then gave, wea received by all of you with
‘thar docility of a lively faith, which characterises
you; and We are happy to have it in our powar,
when availing ourselves of the present opportuaity,
to give you this praise which you Lave so well me-
rited. We deem it our dusy, nevertheless, to reiterate
to-day our counsela ; because Wo have seen with pain
that great effurts are being made to detach you from
those true priuciples, which all good Catholica
should follow. .

God forbid, Prar Bretbren, thxt We should affiot
any Catholius by tuking the part of one person against
another. For Wo hare oo coacern with personsl
guegtiona ; and We cmbrace a!l our beloved childran
in the Fuith, in ouve common sdoction and tender-
ness. But a3 Cscholic readera expect from us, direc-
‘tios in wuitersicvolving principles, and afecting Re-
Jigiop, We inform them that:—

#3, fu i3 with the approhation. of the Episcopacy

. thas the Teve WiTwNuas opposes ' Protestant Ascend-
..encyy jn rejectiog ag o soare the protended guaran.

.

tees by means of which, certain politicians would im-
pose on us ‘Representation by Population, in our
present political and social condition.

2, That it is also with the authorisation of the
Eplscopate that the TroE WiTsEss repudiates the
Voluntary Principle as 1aid dowa by the subtle ene-
mics of your religions institutians.

43, That it i3 with the formal consent of the Bi-
shops that the True WiTNEss maintains, upflineh-
ingly, aud without deviation of principle, the- thesis
of Separate Schools; and that he treats as illuzory,
and as imposasible, the proposals for a mired, reform-
ed, and improved school system; 1o be borrowed from
foreigu countrics. At the same time, the Bishops
have not the slightest gesire to deprive Protestants
of their mixed schools, if the latter find that they
suit them,

4. Finally, thatitis witk the moat ardent good
wishes of the Episcopate that the True WiTxess so
vigorously eondemna the condact of those politicians,

that henceforward they will bear in mind the im-
portance of not allowing arrears to accumulate.

And whilst upon this point, we would strongly
recommend to the favorable atfention of our
Ottawa friends, our agent for that City and dis-
trict, Mr. Rowland. 1Te enjoys our entire con-
fidence ; and is by us fully authorised to receive
payments, and to give receipts for all sums due to
this office.  Mr. Rowland is anxious also to in-
crease the list of subscribers in his district ; and
that he may suceeed in this purpose, we heartily
commend that gentleman to the kind offices of
our iriends in Ottawa City and its vicinity, We
are convineed that thus aided, Mr. Rowland’s
services will be Inghly profitable.

And lastly, we would say a few words on tire
unhappy controversy in which for some time past

whamsorver they may be, wha through imprudence
or through malice, foment prejudices of ruee amongst |
their brothren, to the manifest detriment of all divine |
and hnman interests.  To the editor of that jeurnal
—the Trvx Wirscss—must be yielded the honarnble |
testimony thai upon this head he conscientiously dis- |
charzes his duty ; and We believe tint God will Bless |
him, by grenting 1o him = complewe suceess, since |
he meintains o pointul contest only for His glory und |
the Lhenor of His Church. :
We think, Dear Brethrenr, that We lave been expli-
cit cnough in these counsels, to be underatood by ull ef y
you. We desire that public opinion should submit {o |

i

we have been engaged with our talented cotem-
porary of Upper Camada——the oronto £iree- |

fman., We need scarcely say now, lor we lm\'e;' purty : at

often said it before, that we earnestly desire Uit |
that coutroversy be pul ag end to at onee, aud
for ever; and that, for ourselves, we are pre-
pared o make every sacrifice, exeept a sacrifice
For
this purpose we hava once and ngain profiered
terms of peace and mmity to our cotemporary ;
we have indicated the imporrance of w ¢lase and

of principle, Lo uttain s» desirable an end.

. ‘ N - . ! . - . - .
privviples and not that principles shoudd yicld to party, | penmanent allianee betwixt Cathalics of alt ori-
{o the crizencies of prejudices of rece, and personul wa- ! gins, and of both sections of the Province ; we

ferests. For oll Ve claim cqual rightsy und nolhing
Jbore all e desive w union of  hearls i the hands of
Catlolic Churily, 5
Now if our frank deciaration should shock =may
one, We should be grieved ; but We rely with coni- 3
dence on tiie approbation of all these whose minds |
and kearts are upright; and We believe, therefore |
that the number of those who differ trom us, if such !
there be, will be but sinali,
%t 1g., Bizhop of MonLreal.

nrive.

|
!
i
Montreal, 13th of August, 1838. !

Ve are also authorized to state, that, since
the reading of the above docuinent, this Declara-
iion has already received the adhesion of their
Lordships the Bishops of the DProvince, whose

names are annexed ;—

t Mgr. F. V. Baintargeox, Bishop of
Tlos, and Admiunistrator of the
Archdiocess of Quebec.

Mgr. J. C. Pmncs, Bishop
Hyacinthe.

M. J. Guieres, Bishop of Bytown.

Mgr. Ar. De Cuancoxsew, Bishop of
Toronto.

Mgr. Tu. Cooxk, Bishop of Three
Rivera.

Mgr. J. La Rocque, Bishop of Cydo-
nia, and Coadjutor of Moatreal.

Mgr. J Faunsny, Bishop of Hamilton,

Mgr. Av. PrxsoxnaueT, Bishop of Sand-
wich.

Mgr.J. C. Horax, Bishep of Kingston,

of St

—-

s

e

NEWS OF THE WEEK.

Up to the tine of going to press the HMail
Steamer now due had not been telegraphed ; we
have little to add therefore to the summary con-
tained in our Foreizn News. In spite of the
announced reduction in the French army it does
not seem as if the people of Great Britain were
fully satisfied of the pacific disposition of their
powerful neighbour, and are not disposed to
slacken their exertions to put the navy on a pro-
per footng. The domestic news from Great
Britatu consists cliefly in very disgusting details
of the gross corruption that obtains in British
elections, and in which corruption the Liberals
bave almost a monopoly. In fact, the greatest
sticklers for purity of election, are almost invari-
ably the greatest rogues; as has been abundantly
demonstrated by the result of the investigations
in the British Parliament.

TO OUR READERS.

Wlen commenciog the Tenth Volume of the
True WITNESS, we may be permitted to say a
few words to the subscribers to, and readers of,
that journal; and without laying ourselves open
to the charge of egotism, we may arail ourselves
of the opportunity to address them an our posi-
tion and prospects.

And first we would gladly seize the opportu-
nity thus presented, to return our thanks to our
many kiad friends—of Montreal, Kingston, Ot-
tawa, and Alexandria, in particular—from whoin
we hare received, and daily receive, words of
encouragement, and of approbaticn, upon the
course that we have hitherlo pursued. If, on
the other hand, that course has been by some
condemned, it fully consoles us to find that by
those of whose good opmion the Cathobic jour-
nalist should be chiefly solicitous, our conduct
has been supported ; whilst it is with something
akin to satisfaction that we find that, foremost
amongst our opponents, are to be reckoned those
whose hostility to the Catholic Chureh is 2 mat-
ter of public notoriety. DBy referring to some
extracts which we muake from the Chatham Pla-
net, and a letter from 2 highly respectable cor-
respondent from London, the truth of this will be
apparent.

Secondly, we would avail ourselves of the oc-
casion to remind our subscribers of the necessity-
of punctuality on their part, in discharging thewr
pecuniary obligations towards this office. The
bard times, the comsequence of last year'’s de-
ficient harvest,’bave, we know, caused many to
fall in arrears ; buj we trust that ere long these
may find themselves in a condition to remit to us

the balance of their outstanding accounts ; and

have insisted upon the perfect identity of therr
and it is
=

s g

rights, their duties, and their intere
only because the course of policy by him
cated would necessarily prove [atal o 1hat alli-
ance, that we hare unfortunately found oursetves

in strony oppaosition with one wiils whom we =mn-

]
lev
At

cerely desire 10 be on good terms,

For what is that we ask?  That the Irecaten
—professedly a Catholic paper, and therefore
ostensibly the advocate-of our religivus interests
—shonld not oely refrain from countenancing,
but should apenly repudiate, any political connec-
tion with the parly long distinguished amongst all
other parties in the State for its hostility to
Popery, and the ecclesiastical institutions of’ Low-
er Canada. "U'lus party, called sometimes ¢ Clear
Grits,” sometimes ¢ Protestant. Reformers,” s
composed of all that is most vltra-Protestant, all
that is most anti-Catholic in the Provirce. Ar-
rayed under the banners of George Brown, it
incessantly clamors for such changes in the Union
Act as shall give to the Upper and Protestant
section of the Province a preponderating influ-
ence in the Legislature ; and though it prates to
us about *checks® and * suarantecs”—as f
such things were possible, or asif a Protestant
majority would consent to be bound by them—
it makes no secret that « Represeatation by Po-
pulation” 1s with it not an end, but the means to
an end; and that that end is © D’rotestant As-
cendency.”

We meet this party then frankly ; and tell it,
and all its supporters, without distinction, tbat
we look upon them as our political enemies.—
That uot only is the present agitation to unsettle
the terms of the Union Act most unjust, but
that if successtul it would be ruinous to Lawer
Canada ; destructive of her autonoiny, and fraught
with peril to all our social and religious institu-
tions; and, at the same time, that it would be
fatal to the civil and religious liberties of Catho-
lics in U'pper Canada. On this peint then we
will hearken to no terms of compromise ; we
will enter into no treaty, and will tolerate no dis-
cussion. < ISquality of Representation,” or Re-
peal of the Legislative Union—(though we ccr-
tainly are no advocates of the latter measure) —
are the only alternatives that we will accept of.

TFeeling then so strongly as we do, as every
friend to Lower Canada, as every true Catholic
should feel, on this all-important question of Re-
presentation, our cotemporary will not wonder at
our opjpasition to any one who seems even, to give
the slightest appearance of countenance to the
« Clear Grit” agitation for # Represeutution by
Population.” To us of Lower Canada that
question is one of life or death; to agilate it even,
is an act of hostility against us; to advoeate it,
in any form, or under any conceivable circum-
stances, s0 long as the Legislative Union Jasts,
is, oo the part of a Tawer Canadian, or Catho-
lic member, an act of vilest treason against the
pationality and the religion of Lower Canada.

T'o the Catholics of Upper Caunada, as well as
to those of this section of the Province, the ques-
tion of naintaiing the ¢ Constitution of Canada
as ¢ 15 is one of vital importance. Crushed
beneath a Protestant majority as they are at
present ; unable to make themselves heard in the
Halls of the Legislature, they would be utterly
helpless were it not for Lower Canada ; were it
not that we can come to their axd, and plead their
cause. But what would be their lot, if the Protes-
tant element in the Legisluture were to be in-
creased 7 if the voice of the Catholic members for
Lower Canada were to be silenced, as it would be
were * Representation by Population® un fait
accompli? What chances would there then be of
effecting any reform in the existing school laws of
Upper Canada? Nay! what would become of
the miserable installment of yustice that tbey now
enjoy in the shape of Separate Schools 7 * Free-
dom of Education” would be impossible uader
such circumstances ; and when too late, the Ca-

tholics of Upper Canada would see, and bitterly
deplore, their incredible folly in listening to the
traitorous counsels of those false friends who
would persuade them that, not their coreligionists,
but the bitterest enemies of their race and creed,
are their natural allies.  For their own sakes
then, as well as for the sake of Lower Canada,
are our brethren of Upper Cauada bound to
uphold the < Constitution of Canada as it 5.

We insist, therefore, and with reason, that all
who eall themselves owr friends; that they in
particolar who pretend to represent us of Lower
Canada, and who put themselves forward as the
champians of our religion—shall aot only refrain
from giving any countepance, dircet or indirect,
to any party in the State that adopts © Repre-
semtation by Pepulation” as a plank of its polin-
cal platform ; but shadl openly and loudly repu-
diate all concection with any and every such
sud shall treat it and all its members as

. ! . .
their enemy, and as their eucmies, because the

i enemies of T.ower Canada, of ber luews, ber lan-

guage, aid of Ler veligion, which is al:o their re-
ligion. Lo fie, the question of » Representation
= i H
hy Popalation™ is one that we wil uot allow Lo
be discussed even, by those who praiend £o be
H
our friends, except with the view of opposing it
It should be left mnonsat the ercazt ar suered
o

Indden things of the Constitutional temple § never )

shoutd it be Lrought forth dnte the garish Higlt
of day, or exposed to profane gaze ; and theve-
fore we loak, and sl et look, upan every
man who gives any sanction even to the agitation
of that questicn—aor who in any manuer conpeets
himself with those who agitale it—as our » poli-
tical encrty.”’

Trom this pesition we will uost recede—no, not

one inch; not even to elnse the breach unbap-!
H . {

pily existing betwixt us aad the Toroute Frec-
man. But i the latter will but join with us
insisting that — no matter al what cost — the
¢ Copstitution of Canada, as 11187 shall be
maintained 5 it ke will repudiate all canaection
with any and every party that does uot pledge
itself to maintain that < Coopstitution s 12 ¢s,”
we ses not any reason for prolonging z wentro-
versy neither creditable, nor profitable o eitber
party. We ot Tower Cenatda ofier our aid to ef-
fect the satisfactory settlement of thoe pohilico-
religious questions in which the Catbolic minority
of Upper Canada are more directly interested ;
and in return, we ask ol then to aid us against
onr enemies, and their enemies, o restiog the
strenuous efforts of the ¥ Protestast Reforters™

te averthraw the = Constitution of Caocada as £t |

7.7 ‘These are the terms of our proposed al-

liance, betwixt Upper ans Lower Canadian Ca- |
tholics, betwixt Irish Papists, and French Cana- !

dian Papists.  No man can deny, that the terms
are reasopable, that they uvolve ne derniiction
of principle ; aml that the albhance which we
advocate would, if conswnmated, teod greatly to
promote the interests of our common religion,
and of the Cathohc cowmunity ia bath sections
of the Province.

Again then we urge our terins of peace o the

Freemaa, and those of whose views it is tie ex-
ponent. Let us cease from futestine srile, and

direct our nnited ecergies against the common !

foe ; against all who withhold our rights to edu-

cate our little ones in the precepts of our faith ; 'x
against all who menace to deprive us of those |
rights which we now enjoy.  We extend our |
hands ; we streteh torth the olive braned ; and do !
bope that henceforward all strife, ali woirieadly [
controversy betwixt us and the Freeman may

ccase for ever.

Tar Miss S1arr Case.—The facts of thiy
case, in $o far as the action therein of the Seni-
nary, the Grey Nuns, and the ecclesiastics ge-
nerally, of Montreal is concerned, bave been se
thoroughiy ventilated, that it would be but wia-
risome to our readers to vecapitulate then,
the DProtestant press however, still loudly and
vehemently imputes crimmality to the ageats in
this busiuess, we will say a few words op it
merits.  And first woull we state, os conciscly
as passible, the facts of the case, upoa whase
merils we are pronouncing opizion.

A young person, of nearly twenty-ane yrars
of age, presents herselt—propruy moti—before
the Catholic priest ; states that for many years she
bas been at beart a Catholic; that for several
years she has been,n fact, as well ay in desiio,
an admitted member of the Catholic Church ;—
that, nevertheless, in consequence of the insuper-
able aversion of her parents, under whose roof
she was resident, to Catholicity, she had been
competled to disguise ber faith, and even 10 par-
ticipate opealy in acts of Protestant worship;
that she felt assured that so long as she conti-
nued in her father’s house, it would be impossible
for her to pracuse her religion, or 1o avoid apos-
tacy ; and that for these reasons shie proposed, as
soon ay she should bave attained her legal ma-
jority, to quit that house, and embrace the re-
ligious life. This was Miss Starr’s statement to
the priest; and upon this statement she asked
his opinion, as her spiritual adviser, as to  what
she ought to do ; acd how far ber purposed abag-
donment of the paternal roof, wader the circum-
‘§tances sbe bad described, was lawful or desirable.

To this statement, and Lo 1his request for ad-

s

vice, the priest replied, in substance, as follows :

That, of the facts of her case were as she re-
presented them to be—if she could not practise
her religion under her father’s roof—and 1f she
was, because of her position, exposed to the con-
stant danger of falling into apostacy, or mortal -
sin—then, under such circumstances, not only

. K] 1

was it fawful for ber, but it was her lounden
duty, lo leave {hat hiouse which to her had he-
come an immediate occasion of stn 3 and that, so
far from breaking any of God’s Commnandments
by.so doing, she would be but acting in accord-
ance with the positive injunctions of Him Who
said: — 3t Matth. x., 35, 37, 38:—

M For {am come toset o man at variunce against
his tather, and the daoghter against her mother, and
the daughies-in-law against her mother-in-law, —

“ He that loveih father or mother more than me, is
not worthy of me ;

“ Apd he that taketh not up his cro2s, swl follow-
eth me, is not worthy of me”

The spiritual ailviser, taking the Word of
tiod ag bis guide 5 and faking the Tacts 5 be as
§ Miss Starr vepresented them to be—just as the

J J

i medical adviser gathers the details and symptoms
tteir's slalements

Pol his patient’s case from the |
i —ecounlenanced ber proposed seheme of abaondon-
fing her fathers house, and secking shielter else-
‘, where, where she might duly practise the religion
'shie professed.

{ Iu so dowg, the spirstnad adeiser violated no
divine law, and acted strictly moaccordance with
Cthe pivitof the teachngs of im wiose mimster

ihe was, There i therefore, we coniend, in his

;
Ppart of the case, no grounds ior the chargs of
Pwrong-doing prought by the Protestant press
tagainst b, [lowever, his poist we are pre-
i pared (o wgne with xay who dave enter the lists
P against us,

(o But then the % oseceeer I owae Shadl be told j—
z;tlmt ar least was wrang. 1L was the duty of the
i priest to make koown to the auxions father
pm of - his of
glun' hiding place, wiich bad Been by ler con-

imumeated 1o the priest her  spiritual
P adviser.

search davghiter, the secret

s
at Here, agam, we, who decive owr opi-
’ niowus as to right and wrong, from 1 higher source
than any 10 which Protestauts can possibly have
| aceess, are completely at jssue with these who
cconfend that it was the duty of the priest 1o di-
suige the seeret of Miss Starr’s place of refuye
fagatust domestic persecutiou.

! For, inthe first place, it was nat the priest,
tbut Miss Starr berself, who imposed the obliga-
| tion of secrecy. "Fhe former Lad uo interest
Diherem i aud io observug it, e did but keep a
promise ot bad been exacted tram him, and

4

Pl adaty ineumbent upon him a his spiriteal
‘The world would deem the lawyer, or
mfamovs who <hould divalge
the secrets of bis chent, or of his patieat, 1;;-

| capacity.
s the medical man,
!
ivealed 1o him in s professional eapaeity, and
{under the pledge of seerecy ; with what face
(then can it be pretended that (Le |
Hiburt_y to violate the confidence veposed in him
tby those who of his lips seek wisdom ? or that
Sthe spiritual adviser’s communieations with his

wies! is  at

oo

i patieats, are not at least 2s saered, as privileged,
] «
jas are those of the swrgeon with the sick nan
tcoming o hia for retiel for the body? T oppo-
sition to the clamor of the Protestant press, we

conteud that the priest, in Miss Starr’s case, was

fbound an hswor, and by the laws of God, to muin-

tain au invielabl: seerecy ws 1o every thing that
had trunspired beewixt himsell and that youny
person ; aod this our opinion we are prepared to
lma!:e g-md.agmust any who may be rask enough
i to twpugn 1.

Besides, it must be remembered that, as the
;lvl'ic::t bat no interest whatever in keeping secret
| the place of Mus Starr’s retreat, <o from first to
Hastat was left in her power 1o vaise the veil at
‘any moment s pleased.  No pramise of any
Pkind was exacted from her ; the necesaty of con-
y eealnrent was never inposed apon her.  She was
Ileft absolute mistress of ali her wctions ; so much
!s.o, thal even Protestunts.noticed, and have cowa-
mented upon, the absence of all appearance even

Dol restraint upoa, or survedduice over, her.—
t o » .
She knew ol tbe vesearches being made by her

tHamily 5 and had it i ber power ta communteate
gdu-eclly with then, throngh the very simple and
junromaatic medivm of the Post-Oflice.  Ivery
faclity was offered to her 1o return to ler pa-
‘rents. No induceents were Deld out to her to
j embrace the religions life ; which, on the con-
trary, was ahways, by ber own admission, pre-
sentéd 1o her in ity least attractive light; and
vihilst. the good Sisters of 'Uoledo did for her all
that tite laws of hospitality, all that the laws of
! Christian charity could require, 1t is pretty plain
{ that theg did not by any meass seek or desire to
retain Mins Starr within their walls, or to make
a “ proselyts” of her. In keeping her secret,
therefore, the priest cousulled not Lis, but what
he believed to be Miss Stare’s faterests; and ac-
complished what le felt to be a duty, indeed,,
though by 0o means a pleasant oax, imposed wpon
him as a2 Minister of the Guspel.

But if morally blameless botb as to the cour~
teaance by him given to Miss Starrs departure
from ber father’s hiouse, and on the score of se--
cresy—is not the priest obnosious to the charge
of want of worldly prudence? Was not his con-
duct, though iv harmony with the laws of God,
at variaoee with the waxims of society, and re-




