\ JF

e
- -y

"
e X
s iy
P

=

X \‘ \i\\\\\
N ¥
B3 77

- , j ‘ s
i ; ‘! H/ﬁ////////f//

Ry A
" & e 4

VOL. XLII, NO. 39.

MONTREAL, WEDNESDAY, APRIL 19, 1893.

PRICE 5 CENIS.

EpiToRIAL NOTES.

Oxce more has the Honorable Edward
Blake stepped to the front in the British
House of Commons. His speech of last
Friday night is consilered to be one of
the moat aplendid pieces of reasoning
upon the Home Rule question that has

yet been heard in the House, It was g
matter of regret, expressed by the Lon-
don press, that the ¢ffurt was not made
at an early perind in the debate. Still,
late as it was, and late ag the hour of de-
livery was, the Hon. Mr. Gladstone list-
ened to it with marked attention, and he
“drank in,” as the report says, every
pbrase. If the hyper critical found fault
with Mr. Blake's first grand speech, they
may also have romething to snarl at iu
this one ; but deapite their prejudiced
and unwarranted comments, the lact re-
mains that EJward Blake, the Canadian,
is recognized as one of the furemost de-
baters and one of the deepest atatesmen
in the British House of Commons to-day.
If, a8 we hope, the measure now under
consideration passes in committe and be-
comes law, no small share of the credit
will be due to Canada and the Hon.
FEdward Blake; and both this young
country and her worthy son, will deserve
the undying gratitude of the whole Irish

rACo.
* 'i

From Toledo, Ohio, a despatch came
last week in which reference is made to

a famous mound, at Wulaut Grove, near
Martin’s Ferry, which is being demolish-
ad, for the purpose of filling streets, In
it some strange discoveries huve been
made. The mound is twenty-nine feet
high and one hundred and seventeen leet
in diameter. The following is a list of
gome of the objects discovered :

“ Human skeletons, skulls, bones, ek
antlers, puleolithic engravings, and im
plements, arrow heads, spear heuis, pale
geay flnts, cup stones, agriculiaral im-
plements, granite hammer stones,
sinkers, perfurated atunes, ete., have been
found. Bume ol the relics are eutirely
different from any recunded in history
M st of them are round near the botiom,
Sume of the skulls are twice the eize of
the ordinary skulls of the present day.”

If it be true that some of the skulls are
a8 large as stated, it may be the starting
poini of many lengiby investigations ana
many endless discussions. Much less
than this piece of information bas sel the
scientific world at wurk and has causen
countless theories and endlesss ab-
surdities to be set up by the philcsophers
of the age.

'I*l-

Yartes, in bis letter to the Tribune,
sneers at Mr. Gladstone’s speech upon
the second reading of the Bill. He char-

acterizes it as “purely academic;” it isa
wonder be would grant even thal much.
But he adds that it “showed so little
knowledyge of the conlroversinl subjects.”
This.sublimnely audacious rem ek would
be worthy of note, were it only for the
originulity of the thought, had he not
attempted to explain it by stating that
Giadatone is kept in ignorance of all that

takes place, and lives “in & [ool's paradise
of adulation.” The fact is that the
amount of incense burned by fawning
sycophants at Yate's own shrine, has
turned the man’s hewd and he evidently
iy either demented himself or else he be-
lieves the rest of the world to be so. The
idea of Mr. Gladstone knowing nothing of
what i3 taking place, and of not under-
standing his own bill is only sclipsed in
absurdity by the next crazy-remark of
the courteer journalist, He says: “Ac-
cording to my information” (where did
he get it?) “in mauy parts of Ireland the
peasants are holding regular lotteries for
land. These lutteries generally take
place in chapels.,” Mr, Yates has no
such information and he knows that his
entire letter is manufactured out of lies.
These are the weapons to which such
anti-Home Rulers have recourse when
their cnuse is shakey and their arms are
rusted. Mesn insinnations about the
grandest man in England and downright
lulsehooda about the most patient and
long suffering people on earth. Shame
on such men as Edmund Yates !
I"I-

The following beautiful prayer has
been attributed to the devout Thomas
a Kempis, and was cut from an old news-

paper some years ago. It seems to com-
prise everything that man could ask for
from God., We received a copy of it
from Hon. Senator Murphy, and we are
sure that our readers will bs pleased to
have it :—

“Give me, O Lord, & clear understand-
ing agninst all error, a clean heart against
impurity,astrong faith againat ull-dOubL-
fulness, & tirm hope against all difficnlt-
ies, lervant charity against all indiffer-
+nce and negligence, great patience
agninst all disturbance, holy meditation
agrinst way sinful 1mnginatlou,cont1nl|ul
prayer againgt the devil's assaults, good
occnpation against the tiresomeness and
drowsiness of heart, a hearty sorrow for
nll my sins, and lastly devout remembr-
ance of Thy holy passion agaiust the
wounding of thesoul by vice. Assist me
O my G.ul with all these Tay good gilte
and confirm me in all Thy holy words,
Amen/”

L R
-

WE have been asked eeveral times
what is meant by “boiler-plate.”” Fur
the information ot the uninitiated we
will explain ss clearly as we can the
meaning of that expression. It is used
1o designate & certain ' class of printed
matter which is s0 prepared that any
paper that has not suflicient original
material to fill ull its columns can, at «
given figure, receive these articlea all
ready to go on the press. Firms make
it & special business to pupply this mat-
ter tothe diffcrent organs reguiring it.
In some oases the “boiler-plate” articles
are better and more interesting to the
general reader than would be the original
compositions; in other cases the locality
affurds 8o little news that in order to fili
up a paper it isa great boon to have this
means at command. " There are some
of out Catholic weeklies that use .con-
gsiderable “boiler-plate.”” Thatisin no
way a draw back in certain cases; but
there is & great danger connected there

with which' we deaixe to point ‘out. If

the editorials in a Catholic paper are
the expression of that organ’s principles
and views, and consequently should be
most carefully written, none the less
important are the selections of general
muatter. They should harmonize with
the editorinl expressions, and it is the
business of the editor to see that they
do not clash. In the case where “boiler-
plate” selections are used, it is not
alwaya possible for the editor to coniorm
his views 10 what they contain, and he
cannot change them to make them
agree with his views—he must accept
them as they are set up in the plate.
Thus we often find articles in some of
our Cutholic papers that contain expres-
siung and convey ideas that should never
find place in a Catholic journal. We
think, on acconnt of this constant dan-
ger, that it would be preferable to issue
& paper 1o smalier from than to attempt
s larger one, the greater part of which
consists of this eletrotype matter. 1t is
not genernlly supposed that the editing
of & Catholic paper means mq re than the
mere penning of & given number of edi-
torinl columns ; often there are more
woeful mistakes made in the general
articles selected than in the special ones
writlgn.- It is for-this renson that we
have but small faith in the ¢ boiler-
plate ” style of filling up a paper.
i*i

In the London Canada Gazette, of the
30th Muarch, appears an account of the
consgecration, in Westmirister Abbey, o
three new Bishopa. It opens in a most
amusing manner. Rarely have we met
with & more ridiculous remark than the
very first one with which the aricle
opens, and the second is almost as bad :

“It would have been difficult even for
the R' man Catholic Church to devise s
lurm of ceremonial more befitling the
vccusion than was that which marked
the consecration of three colonial bianups
in Westminster Abbey last Saturday
morning. No building in the Uniteu
Kingdom at least lends itgelf so well
# 8olemn ceremony of this kinid as doe~
the Abbey, which i8 itseif a record of s
muny noble pages in tne histury of the
Euglish-speaking race.”

Imagine the dufficulty for the Roman
Catholic Church to devise a ceremoniul
grander than that of the Church of Euy
Land, or one more befitting the occasivu.
What was the form of ceremonial o
that occasion? It was nothing other
than a most imperfoct imitation of that
used in the Church of Rome. It con-
sisted of a few di-jointed and poorly ar
ranged external forms devoid entirely of
the meanings that they possess in the
Catholio ritual, and compietely divested
of the spirit and power that in the
Church of Rome belong to them. The
Abbey lending itself to such a solemn
ceremony! That hugemausoleum, with-
out & spurk of life in it! It is a wvast
tomb for mortal remains, but it contains
no living power; it never has a sacrifice
offered upon its altar? ..

'l.'l'
. WueN Mr. Labouchere asked the
Secretary of State for War whetber his
attention had been called tothe bloed and

thunder spesch delivered by Col. Baupe

derson on the 15th BMarch iast, the
Secretury, Mr.Campbell Bannermanaaid :

“ He should be sorry to answer for the
whole of Ulster on any question
(laughter). He did not read the speech
re'erred until his attention was called to
it. As was intimated by tne bonourible
member for Northampton, the hononr-
able member for Nurth Armagh had two
existences ([aughter). He wasthee lanel
of & regimeut of Irish militic aud he wag
also an Irish member and an active, if
not an excited politician (loud langhter).
It was solely in the secund capacicy that
the tonvurable and gallant member
made thisspeech (lnughter). His honour-
able friend would agree with him that
they had long ago learned in that House
1o gauge the valne of the exazgerated
language sometimes empliyed by the
honourable nnd gallunt member, and he
hard y thought that special notice need
ba taken of this purucnlar ebullition.
(Hearty baughter trom all quarters of the
House, in which Colonel Suunderson
joined, greated the conclusion ol the an-
swer of the Secretury of Statoe for \War.)”

A friend, in drawing our atteation to
this paragraph, remnrks that were the
English Governmentcalled uponto consi-
Jder the question of Mr. Clarke Wallace's
recent expressions, it would haveto allow
for two separate existences in that gen-
tleman, taking seriously what he might
say a8 a Minister of the Crown, but treat-
ing his utterances as Graud Muaster of
the Orange Lodges with contempt. Our
correspondent humourously adds :

“ Do these funny episodes remind you
of the amusing discussion which took
place when it was announced thet her
grandson, the Emgeror of Germany, had
conferred the honorary coloneicy of a
German Regiment of Guards on the
Q een of England ? In the event o war
wetween Engluid and Germany, wouid
her M ijesty hurl her Euglish troops upon
the Lmperial Guar.ls commandel by her-
self, aud would she, as their honorary
ouvlonel, be in duty and in honor bouund
to repel the atiack? Such were the
yuesticus which distracted the minda of
some funny tellows in England.”

* %
+*

In a Church of England paper a
preacher wus permitted to publish the
fullowing :

1 exchanged words with Pius [X. when
the latter was in u dying con litlun, He
-houted out in a very til tewpored main-
ner, * Euglish minister!”

Without any hesitation we say that
the above statement is u lie. Considers
iug the almost insurmountable obstuclen
that would debar that same preacher
{rom an audience with the Pupe, when
the latter was in perfect health, it re-
quires very little judgment to know that
in his bours of illness and especially
when on his death-bed, the Suversign
Puntiff would not be disturbed by the
presence of any such mndividaal. Agniry
the mere idea of the Poupe “shouting,?
and espeoially Pius 1X, aud above all
when in the weak condition in which
that great Pontiff had been for & long
period before his end, is 80 absurd that
the statement stamps the author of it as
a falsificr, and the organ that published
it as either stupid or worse. o

e ‘
_ Ab the recent Brasilian elections sew
eral priests were returaed as members of

the Republican Congress.



