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TO OUR CATHOLIG FEI-I-OW-CITIZENS
OF CANADA.

—

{From the TrUF W1iTNESS of the 16th Auyual, 1850)

It kas often been the subject of wondenng re-
mark, to many of sincere regret, that, whilst our
Protestant fellow-citizens, . of ‘almost every de-
nominstion, have each their avowed organ, throngh
which they can expregs their wants and feelings,
and advocate each their own peculiar viewsof what
they consider truth, the Catholics alone, that iz that
numerous portion of the community, who, profes-
sing the Catholic faith, speak the English language
should not possess, throughont the entire Province,
a single publication, in the columus of which. they
can give titerance to theirindignant protest, aganst
the illiberal, and often libellous charges with which
they stand accused. That, whilsr every recurring
we:k bringsback the same stereotyped calumnies,
and blasphemous moclkery, of all that as Catholics
we love, of all that as members of Christ's Church
we esteem most sacred, not one voice should be
ralsed in defence ot the teaching of our holy.relig-
ion,

As men, as citizens, we are insulted by the medi-
tated i mvssron upon the sacred right of praperty, by
the cry ralsed against onr religious establishments,
and the property ot the Clergy ; by the cry raised
for their destruction; not because it is even pretend-
ed that the fonds created by the far-secing piety of
former generations have been wasted, or misapplied;
not because our relrgrous establishments have been
found, by experience, impotent for goed, or pro-
ductive of evil, but because of their very efficacy,
but because of the living testimony that they bear
to the unity of the true Church of Christ. :

As intelligent beings, we are insulted by the
tauats of mental blindness, of bigotry,and of super-
stition :—by mental blindness, because, in -our re-
searches after truth, we refuse to be guided, by the
new light of the conventrcle —of bigotry,; because,
believing in the uaity of trnth wa can recognise no
Church of God save one; of superstltlon, beoause
+we submit our reason to the teaching of that Church
and are content to adore,” where we: cnnnct com:
prehend.

As Chnstmns, our feelings are continuslly out-
raged, by the foul charge of idolatry, whilst the most
solemn offices of our holy religion, are made the
subject of the scorner's unhallowed mirth,

And, if ever mindful of the precepts of our Divine
Master “not to render railing for railing,” we have
long borne all this in silende, could we. hope, by
patience, and calm endurance, to disarm, or weary
out the malice of our adversaries, we yet could bear,
For we have no wish to enter upon a religious
newspaper controversy, furless do we desire to heap
abuse upon our separated brethren, becavse of the.
difference of our respective creeds, or to cast back

JA1pon them some portion of their dirt with' which
ihey have so long hespattcred us. But ‘even pati-
ence may be taxed beyond the powsr of endurance ;
& longer silence be mistaken for an inability to
reply, and a continued refusal to plead to the indict.
ment, might seem to anthorise the ﬁndlng of a ver-
dict of guilty against us.

Aud, therefore, with the blessmg of - God we
will reply ; Dot to offend others, but to defend aur-
selves,

We will endenvour to show cause whyit is not
exspedient to violate treaties, to infringe upon the
sacred rights of property to destroy the establish-
ments for educational purposes, and to aunihilate
the only provision existing in this country for the
relief of the poor and needy. -

And, by the help of God, we will no longer tamely
submit to have eurreligron reviled—our holy things
profaned—our clergy insulted—and the meek in-
mates of our religious communities exposed {o the
ribald taunts, and cowardly msmuetlons of the in.
fide! or the tanatic, -

We-will endeavour to shew, that it is omng to
these. much abused institutions, and to them alone,
that this country is. mot, :like. Protestant England,
burdened with &' dmly increasing ‘mass -of panper-
ism, and its hldeons ‘attendant : crime,~—that: thesa
establishments offer'the only. eﬁ'ectnsl provision for
the suffering;memberz of the. community.: And

~Fhilst gratefully acknowledging the benefits we

Qerive from’ the equitable . administration ‘of the

laws under whick we-have the happiness tollve, we |-

will still contend, that it is chiefly:owing:to_ the
blessing of God« upon -the teaching: of the Clergy,
that peace and order;‘religion and morality, ‘contl
e to flourishin thiscountry,to a degree unknown
in others, blessed perhaps, with a move’ fertilé soil,
a more genial clime, and: more richly endowed wlth
the elements of & me.tensl prosperity, © . Os
And, at the same- time,'we will' slways endéavour
10 avoid giving any just cause: of offduce to ‘others,
In as far a8 in us lies, wo: will ‘endeavour to main-
tain peace and ‘charity : with"ell men ; ‘and in''any’
disputes, in- which'we ‘may hsppen to" be lnvolved
if we cannot boast of the wigdom'of the serpent, we
will at lesst try to~emnlate ‘the
the dove, ¢
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tories of those glorions Athletes of ‘the’ Falth, who
for the'lovs of Chitist, devote themselves to‘theco

tieal changes, promctrons and conferment

hrsnches of ‘that’ generons society. of: tempersnce,

it is proposed to:lay before the public;’ 7%

Catholicity is of no nation, of no pnrhcnlsr shade’
of politics.: . The % Tgruz Wrrms" therefore will not
'be a political paper, in the ordinary. acceptationof

— |the term.:. Confining ourselves to the discussion of
| those measures, the effects of which may. be advan-

tageous, or prejudicial to the moral and-religious
well-being of the community-~the acts, andnot the
persons- of the members of the Mmlstry, will  alone
form the subjects of our.censures or of ‘our-praise.’
Ardently attached ourselves to the land whichgave
us birth, we cannot but admire the love of :country

4in others, and the respect which we would demand "

for our own nationality, will be a pledge for the
.respect with which we will ever treat the laws and
langmage of those whose religion igalso our religion.
But if sparing of politics of our own, we will en-
deavour to make amends by giving coplons extracts
ffom other periodical publications, both of Europe
and of theguited States. These will appear trans-
ferred to our pages, without note or comment, with.
out any expression of approval or of blame, '
The condftion of Ireland must ever be a subject
of the deepest interest toall Catholics, especiaily to
those who speak the English language.. . Andas we
lock for support, in a great moasure, to the ; génergus
efforts of eur Irish brethren, it is but fair thata
very considerable portion of the political intelli-
gence thus extracted, should be of a nature to in-
terest them; it is therefore proposed to borrow
largely from 'the columaus of the Irish papers.
Translations from, and notices of, foreign authors,
together with extracts from the more amusing por-
tions of the light literature of the day, will here also
find their allotted place,
And now we trust we have sufficiently explained
our objects, and the means by which we hope to
obtain that support and encouragement which are
‘necessary to ensure success ; and, therefore, would
we call upon the Catholics of Cs.neda, whose relig-
ion is dear unto them, to assist us with their
literary aud pecuniary contributions.
Especially would we call upon our Irish brethren
for countenance and sapport—by the love they
bear to their own Green Isle, and to their Ancestral
Faijth—by the memory of the trials and pcrsecu-
tions they so oft have borne in the cause of truth,
We would implore them to come forward now, and
prove, that here, in Canada, as in Ireland, and else-
where, they are ever ready. to do battle for their
Church ; always prepated to give every mnn a rea-
son for the faith that is in them,
Respectfully, would we solicit the patronage and
encouragement of our Ecclesiastical superiors—the
benediction of our Bishops—the prayers and good
offices of ail the Olergy-—therr approval when right;
their: reproof and - correction when in error—the
benefit of their pateinal- admonitions and- ghostly
counsels at all times. And, above all; would we
-humbly aek- the ‘guidence- ‘and assistance of the
Fnther of Lighis; beseeching Him, from' whom

[evVery perfect work doth proceed ; thst He willdeign
to bless this, our undertaking to the honour and
glory of His name, and the good of His Church ; so
‘that from Him every work of ours may nlweys
begin, and in Him, and by Him, be happily ended.
Stil! as Catholics, not ashamed of our- religion, nor
afraid ofthe sneers of our opponents, would we desire
to place ourselves under the special protection and
patronage of the ever Blessed Virgin, Mother of Gud,
~calling upon her for help, in the form of words,
which the Church herself teaches:

Sancta Haria, Awxilivm Christianorum, Ora pro Nobis

TWENTY-FIVE YEARS AFTER.
Five and twenty years ago the Founder of the
Tacs Wirxzss announcing his ficst entry in the list
of Canadian Journalism, addressed to our Catholic
Fellow-Citizens ofCanada the words which we repro-
duce and repeat to-day. To their -reproductien and
repetition we strictly confine ‘ourselves. We do 8o
not only because such words give to our own pro,
gramme the most perfect expression, but because we
wigh from the very outset and in the most articulate

our new position is simply to continue the work of
our illustrious predecessor. The same spirit which
animated the True Wimss throughout Mr. Clerk's
long and laborious career shall, still animate it-as
long as we hold bis honored p.nce. His friends and
admirers need not antrcrpate thst jo anything ub-
stantial, with the coming:’ _f the, .new, Editor there
shall come new fashions:: Times. change opinions
change ; tastes chnnge 's.nd most of all change
popalar modes’ of expression, ' But,’amid a world-
wide nmtnblhty, Truth, and’ the.t Church which is
the Pillar and the Ground of Truth are immutable,
And, of that Truth and of that Chnrch ,we, like unto
our predecessor, reégard ourselves solely as, in a
small way aud for & speclal place,- the g iirhle de-
.fender.

course, almost dally, new, enemiés - ansing, _nnd
ways satlsfactonly enconntered acoordlug to ‘the
and of even-handed ]ustloe to:all muat stiil and. for

‘the TRUE "Wrtngss shall be detérmined and lilrectf
ed‘;. our. Patrons . nnd- ?Readers -may. . ‘consider ;-
To serve.the Lstholrc ce.nse,humbly but eﬁcrently

legrtlmstelv shell be our conly-aim;;. *
- But the‘Catholic csuse iss the cause of
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tal pomtrom we bave also realized how, to his’ % mind}
perhaps so much better than’ our own, wh
i plsinly, false comes o, preeent itself - plair
trae.. We' ‘shall.not in any sense |5paze . ourselves.
It will be‘cur endeavour: throngh‘severe and esrnest
stndy to“keep ourselves well® to'the tront in the
amassing of such knowledge 88 wu1 mske our work
not only. conscientious buf- enhghtened not only
sincere bt scholarly ; and while“in all cases we
shall express our conviction wrth the- most  unmis-
takable. decrsrcn we shall in Do case neglect the
labour necesssry to make our _]udgments worthy of
.our Patrons.and worthy of our cause. In'the poli-
tical domam especially we propose’ to- proceed “with
care, Of the :truth, asknown to us by long and rigor-
ous scholn.stlc training, we shall.soften or .conceal:
.no srngle trttle from every influence of clique or
paity we " shs.lI hold ourselves- nlwnys jealously-
aloof;’ with Polrtlcs, except in so far ns ‘they enter
the pronn"e of a Catholic Journslrst we shsll con-
slstently decline to mtermeddle but while care-
fully separating both our Jonrna.l and oursolves
from:all’ partxzanshrp of whatever repntatihn we
shall alw_eys_ give not only our bearty {approval but
our best support to every true and reputable -poli.
tical principle, We cannet pretend that in Politics
we shall be neutral, In Politics there is for a Cath-
olic _)oumehst no such thing as neutrahty allow.
able.. But his proper attitude towards political
men and political questionsis known and well-de-
fined. It isan attitude of strict judicial impartiality,
ready to acquit or ready to condemu, not in accord-
ance with party creeds or personal prepossessions,
but in accordance solely with God's supreme and
everlasting Law. That attitnde shall be ours.

In the external shape and seeming of our journal
it is our intention to make some important changes..
Progress in the mere mechanical departments of
newspaper mansgement has during the last twenty
years been very. decided; and the benefit of that
progress we deem. it our duty to extend to our
Readers, The present proprietor of the Tave Wrr-
~ES3, Mr. Johu' Gillies, will spare no expense neces-
sary to carry out our plans. When these plans are

.reahzed our: paper, we think, will, for form and

hnxsh nhave no superior among- -American Journals

nur shall we be. satisfiad ugtil it has been made

worthy inail’ respects of the fresh young. Catholicity
of our great Dominfon, like that Catholicity, with

a brllhent past, and - lrke that Catholicity resolute

that upon its fature. there shall be no stain, But

until our arrangements are completed we must beg
our readers to be forhesnng For the present week
especially we call upon their generosity. They
will, we think, be recompensed for it in alittle trme
When we are fairly started, we shall give each num-
ber, at least three full pages of original. editorial
matter, in which will. be found one vomplete page
of original editorial Notes on the .latest news. To
these Notes we purpose drewmg special attention
for to them we purpose devoting special care. But
the changes which we contemplate can be realized
only after three weeks from the present time, For
these three weeks we ask our readers to be forbear-
ing, :

Whilst in these opening remarks we addtess our-

selves to all Catholics irrespective of nationality,

wo should be very untrue to our own natare if we

did not directa specially tender anc truthful word to

those who, whether by blood or birth, are, like our-

selves, children of Ireland. Tothem our predecessor,
knowing, though he was not of them, their natural
noblenpss of heart and their long-proved loyalty of
soul, made particular appeal. What twcnty-five
years ago he did, we do to-day. We do so without
apology ; our spoken words bave already demon-
strated to our countrymen that their cause is also
ours. We do so wrthout fear ; our own personal
experience, no less than the world’s general hlstory
has already made it evident that no Catholic ceuse
ever called on Inshmen "and "called in vain, On
our countrymen we, without pretence and wrthout
petitioning, can rely. - . . :
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vy Then’ agnrn ‘b mennerrof« meetingvour gentle
ret‘erenee to the' respectrve chsractersl ct' Dr. ‘New-

e men snd Mr. Chmiqny‘ possesses for By s touchmg

mterest., We bad said : -—“ Even the Editor's own
‘esthetic perfectlons will hasten his ‘passage .to the:
Catholic Church:.. Heis" essentmlly a mian of taste’;
s.nd, for aman of tnste the compnny ot' Dr. Newman
mnst be much more desirable than the compamon-
shxp of Mr., Ohrmqny " .. We, in & vain endeavour to
pny the Editor a comphment which as an educated
person ‘hie- might be ‘capable of - nndersts.ndlng, pnt
the religious quegtion to hxrn prethly and politely
a8 a question of tsste and we expressed an opinion
that on ®sthetio. prlncrples he, being notoriously an
individual of delicate culture, would: hs.ve eventual.
Iy to part company with that eminent divine who
spenks of himselfas 4 poor old Chrnrquy" and who
takes his illustrations from “anold cow” which be
informs bis hearers he- keeps at Eankakee, -The
Editor trrnmphsntly retorts ‘that Mr, Chrnlquy
whatever he is, isa Bomnn Catholic. production, and
that Dr. Newman, no matter how perfect, is of Pro-
testant growth The retort is not distinguished by
logical directness. -If Mr. Chiniquy be the legiti-
mate offspring of Roman Catholicity it is somewhat
strange that he found himself uncomfortable in his
parentsl house; and it Protestantism made Dr, New.

man the wonder that he is, it is very strange that in
his parental Protestantism Dr. Newman could not
find a bome. We make no remark at present on
the statements that Mr. Chiniqny received a speci-
ally splendid Catholic education and that Protestant-
Ism still possesser numbers of men as gifted and ag
jearned as Jokn Henry Newman. .We are only
considering the question asa question of taste. And
we suggest as rather curious that Dr. Newman's
matchless culture brought him to Csthollcrty 3
while Mr. Chiniquy’s suspicious sympe.thles with
the literature of filth led himat last .to the faith
and to the lnendshrp of the Daily dem of Mont-
real. A society which.is never abandoned except
by unworthy memhers must, as it keeps- | the good,
a gociety
whosebest memberq, they who Enow it most nearly

‘and clearly, rush from it mvsne.hly'ss corrnptand

cortupting, a8 eaving only by lnvmclhle jguorance,
and sumvlng on]y by stolen: sacraments cannot be
regarded as 8 very inviting locslrty whereih to make
one's home, Now, Protestantism has never been
able to retain such men das Dr. Newman or.Cardinal
Mauning, though iphas been able to retain such
men ag. Mr, Newdegafe and the Editor'of the Wrtnesr,
while Cathollciy has never lost hold of any: Bossuet
or any Wiseman, though sometimes she .has been
obliged to let go such special spirits as- Mr, Ger~
dermann of Philadelphia and Mr, Chiniquy of II-
linols. Does thé Editor of the" Witness apprehend?

But to these snbjects we shall come formally at
another time. It is not for their sakes that we are
writing now. “We write for the sake of the 'Editor
of the Witness. We desire frankly to put him upon
his guard, warning him as we hercby wars. him
that we are very patient and very persistent; tbat
as we Y'set nsught down in malice so do we * no-
thing cxtennste” ‘and that while he will nmformly
find us .much too sincerely - Christian to care to
practice sophistry or chicane, he will also find- us
much too sternly bent on falthfully fulfilling tke
duties of our office, to let any little trick of his eg.
cape exposure. One such little trick—a very little
oue but still as a sample quite sufficient—1wo men.
tion now. In our article of the 22nd Qctober we
used cer&n expresslons in sllusion to certain rldl-
culvus remarks made by the Editorof the Witneas
in. preferrlng certain charges against Catholicity.
Evldently the expresslons of: which we made: use
thong ke polrte and pretty,” werc far from’ pleasmg
It would not suit the. Zditor to bave such; thmgs
‘come. before his putro -eyes. .. He puts his pstrcns
eoftly off their guard.: *He ‘comments tipon | t'he ar-
ticle with a certain nmount'offavor and he quotes
from. it at lengt.h the two 'introductcry psragrophs
‘But these paragraphs’ belnglntrcductcry shoild be’
a.rgumentatwe 'y . harmlees! » He -bides . hig. time.’
Nearly three: weeks; sifl wsrds, 'in’the’ TWith
dee.vdurs, by a passlng -pare) n
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| noble"faculty to " the de epartment of - sugarr::nt‘s’ tthe
whence it follows, not only that' 'we Romenigts ol
ali ‘grocers; which ie'our own- inference, but ¢}, t" .
the Editor's inference——we’ ara false to our re;‘
and lose some’ ‘commodity which he prizes b3 h!;n
and rio ‘which he gives'the ‘name of “d:gmty v
Being false to our reason and- being deprived of gy,
diguity, we, he argues, believe and dlsbelleve wln:
the ready s.lncnty of “broken and degraded irits,
precisely what our tyrant- tells us. And that, he
proceeds, is tho true cause why so many “ emlnen‘:
divines” who formerly: opposed the doctrine of Py pal
Infe.lhbrllty, “gave intoit"—his own excellent ex
pression—* cfter it was decreed,” and thus wop for
themselves the ¢ pity* of hlmself and of others
who' “enjoy freedom - of conscience outside the
Church of Rome.”. We gather, therefore, that his
points of complaint are reducibleto two, Ke eomi
plaius, ﬁrstly, that when he himgelf becomesa Cy..
tholic ' he ‘shall be alloWed .to_exercise his noble
faculty of reason only iu the weighing of sugar ang
tea; he complaing, secondly, that those Catholies
who formerly rejecting. the Papsl Infillibility now
accept it,-'do 8o in direct di sobedience of whaf their
no‘h}e is]:ultybclesrly commands.

ethim- be comforted, Even ifhis
Director should counsel him to betake hl;z?lt? ‘:;
his decllmng yedrs to the safe employment of
keeping a grocery, the loss to himself and to the
world may not be severe. We know him now fora
long time ; we have been always keenly intarested
in endesvonng to discover his precise natural and
supernatural vocation ; and we bave long been pro.
foundly ceriain that his allotted calling i more
intimately associated with the white apron and the
brass scales than with the strong swift wings that
waft one to the “higherrealms ot religious enquiry.”
Theexact extent of his fitness for disbarsing tea
and sugar-we have not, indeed, been able to discover.
But unless he mehclonsly take up the trade of pub.
lic poisoning, mmghng Bella Donna with Young
Hyson and Arsenic with Double Refined, the new
.vocation to which he is destined cannot but be, beth
for the public and for himself, muck more healthful
than was the old, On this mstter, however, we far
prefer to leave him in his Director's hands,
‘¢ Bat when he passes from’ commiserating himself
to commiserating * eminent divives,” it is our own
bappy office to assist in bringing bim toa better
mind. "His noble ficulty of reason, (by which
alone, he tells us, ho is distinguished: from the lower
animals,) is not just now without its pecunrary, that
is, its' tea-and-sugar perplexrtles and that we pre-
sume is the cause of some small ' lneccurscres into
which its nobility has been hetrayed Ag an in.
stance: for those Catholiés who; before the Vatican
-Council, denied, and, after the: Vet!csn Council, ad-
mitted,” "the Pepel Infsllibrllty, he has, he seys a
profonnd “plty.”. ‘We do not think he describes
his mind correctly. The sentiment which his no-
bility entertains . towards. the mognificent Ger-
man Blshops who _humbly subjected their own
private oplnlon to the public Judgment of their 800
brethren, is not mere prty‘, it is sovereign contempt,
That however is ouly an Inaccuracy of expression ;
and toan Jinaccuracy of reasoning it is that we
would respectfally draw his especial attention.—
For, whether he pities or despises 'the eminent
divines who,” &c, he, by entertaining either senti-
ment, does, we fear, his' noble fsculty o grave in-
divines, if
he onlyregard it closely will not, we are afraid
seem 5o unreasonable after all. Let him consider
it in this way. Suppcse him already engaged in
the tea and sugar'line. He has, suppose, a firm
conviction that his employer—what we may call
his Head Boss,—isa very fallible judge of tea. But
he admits, suppose, that when the Boss Grocers of
the nniverse meet fn Council, their decisions on tea
and ‘on judges .of tes, are mfnlllhle The Boss
Grocers of the ‘universe suddenly -come together ;
hold & council ; discuss the claimn of kis 8wn em.
ployer ; and end by pronouncing that employer so
good a Jndge of teathathe has the same infallibility
which they themselves collectively are admitted to-
enjoy. -Can’ our {riend - any :longer -doubt his em-
ployer’s inerrancy in the matter of tea? Ithe still
persists in his:old notion; while the Boss Grocers of
the universe (whom he holds to be - infullible) pro-
nounce hisold notion .false, will his pergistenca not
prove that-hignoble: faculty bas quite deserted him,.
and that, being.ino.longer distinguisbed from the
lower, amme.ls, 8 certain brutal obstinacy is, in his
character, not quite unnatural, To these qnestlone
the Edrtor, we hope, will be able.to give afirmative
replies: But observe ‘the ‘comscquence. The illus-
tration from the’ businéss to which he is called, is
very. pertment to the'case of the * eminent divines”
Bishop' Von ~Ketteler,” for instarce,. believed'
before . the Vetican Conncrl that -the Infallibility
«of the Pope we.s "a fiction.’ - But. be also ‘believed
that'whatever the Council said on the subject would
.The. Council declared and de--
fined that the Pope is infallible. After ‘such a dec-
laration’ was:it untéasonable, (and ‘ mieritorious of
the profownd pity.of the mighty Witners'af Montreel),
for Bishop Von- Ketleler to:change bis‘mind?’ Ouor-
noblé faculty does ot hl_nk .. The gréat brave
ne to'be; nfter the Council
£for' a'place’*at Longpoint.
-And 8o 1t 'did not strike him" (es it struck tha' Editor)y
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- that in  believing the : Papal ‘Infallibility, when. a
2032 Couineil;: which: he‘he]d ‘infailible, defined it he Wwas
n, - t'alse towhls ‘Tens
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