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: 'To'all country Subscribers, Two ‘Dollars. If- the
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ghall be Two Dollars and a half, .

" 'The Tros Wrryess can be had atthe
Single copies, 5 cia.
. To all Bubsoribers

tinue sending the paper,

‘Three Dollara, '

‘$@5 The figures afler each Subscriber’s Address
@very week shows the date to which he has paid up.

Thus * Jolin Jones, Ang.’?1,” shows that he hes paid

up to August '71, and owes his Bubscription yaox

SAT BATE.

8. M. Parravomt & Co., 37 Park Row, and . Gso.

Rowmwn & Co., 41 Park Row, aro our only authorized
Advertising Agenis in New York, E .

"HONTREAL, FRIDAY, MAY 1, 1874,

ECCLESIASTICAL CALENDAR.
MAT---18T4.

Friday, 1--88. Philip and James, Ap.
Saturday, 2—St. Athanasius, B. C. D.
Sunday, 3—Fourth after Easter,

% Monday, 4—St. Monics, W.

* Tresday, 5~—St. Pius, V., P. C. .
‘Wednesday, 6—St. Jobn before the Lalin Gate.

Thursdsy, T—St. Stanislaus, B. M.

NOTICE.
On the First of May next the Of-
fice of the TRUE WITNESS will
beremoved tc No. 195 FORTIFI-
CATION LANE, afow doors west
of 8. Poter Street. '

NEWS OF THE WEEK.
“Whether to the actual dearth of news, or to
the incapacity of these to whom is assigned the
task of transmitting the news of Europe to
America, is #o be attributed the silence of the
oable, we know not; but the fact is that in the
-ghape of European news there is nothing to re-
- port. From Spain, important as are the events
sthere transpiring, and which must influence
‘the political fortunes of the world, not a line
‘peaches us, Allis silent; and for all that we
can learn from the telegraphic despatches, the
eountry might be in the enjoyment of profound
pence, instead of being convulsed with civil
war in the North; whilst in the South the un-
.extinguished embers of the Intramsigente in-
.surrection threaten at any moment to burst
.out with renewed fury. In France the pros-
peots of the Imperialists scem to be improving.
The Government of MacMakon is but a make-
shift, or temporary expedient; the chances of
therestoration of monarchy, whether in the per-
gom of Henry V. or in that of the representa-
tive of the younger hranch of the Bourbons,
are at present, to all human appearance, faint
indeed, and becoming less every day; so that
in fact the question resolves itsolf into one be-
twixt the Empirsand the Republie, though
in substamce there is not much differenco be-
twixt them ; for both are despotisms, with this
in favor of the Empire, or Cwsarism, that of
the two it will be the more regular and better
organized despotism, Neither from Germany
mer frem Italy is there anything new to report,
The robbery and persecution of the Church
still continue unabated. :
Since the debate, which ended in the expul-
sion of M. Riel fromthe Dominion Parliament,
nothing has been heard about that gentleman’s
proceedings. That he will again bo returned
for Provencher is very probable, and then, we
suppose, all the trouble will have to be en-
dured again. The report that Riel had gone

to Quebee, 1:as been contradicted.

DomiNioN PaRLiaMENT.—Many petitions,
praying for the passing of a prohibitory liquor
Jaw, kave been presented in the House of Com-
mons ; amoengst others, ove with three thou-
sand signatures from Montreal, by M. P.
Ryan, Esq. Mr. Cameron preseniod another,
protesting againat prohibitory legislation, Mr.
Rose presented a sccond report of the Com-
mittee on the same law, recommending the
taking of steps to secure information as to the
working of the law in the United States,

The new Election Bill introduced by the
Ministry, and providing for vote by ballot, and
other important changes in our clection law,
bas been under discussion in the House of
Qommons; and though to some of its details
.objestions have been urged, it meets apparently
with pretly general approval both ir and out
of Parlisment. -+ =~ , = '

The Committee to investigate the question
-of faot, whether an amnesty, covering the shoot-
3ng of Soott, es” well as other acts of the Red

River Provisional Government, continues. its
‘labors. “We shall eay “nothing more about it,
~until its Report be presentod; and published,
. ‘The " deficit - established as -existing in the
revenne necessitates a revision of .the Tasiff
.--and increased taxation of -course,” The Minis-
try bave brought forward their plan for restor-

.the “equilibrium betwixt- incomie and - ex-
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| enoe to a recent . frial il
| "Wo'are glad to notice  that. Mr, Brooks has intro-
-{-duced a bill to amend the criminal’ law in relation
to defamatory libels, and also in relation (o proce-
dure'in reference to what are called private prosecu-
tions, ' The recent case ‘in this city, if it has no

- |.other result, will not be without its value in cailing
* | public - attention’ to ‘the present conditien of the

law. That the learned Judge who presided at that
trial gave a  correct statement of the law as it at
“present stands, no one. can veniure to deny. Itis
true that, because of the character of the prosecu-
tiop, there has been a disposition in some quarters
to find fault with His Honor's charge. But had the
case been reversed, and had the religious element
been entirely eliminated from it, there. would have
‘been but ons opinion in relation to the ability and
impartiality which charscterised the condumct of
Judge Ramsay Unfortunately, our evening con-
temporary assnmes a role of infallibility, to which
it is hardly entitled. And simply because it was a
go-called roligious paper which had been guilty of
an atrocious libel, and a French Canadian Conserva-
tive public man who had been the subject of it, not
by our contemporary alone, but 8 number of other
pecple as well, who se¢m to think slander and
falsehood excusable, if it be only indalged in under
the cloak of religion, the learsied Judge has been at-

"| tacked because be did not strain the law in the in-

texest of a slanderar; and the Jury which retused to
say that that was not a defamatory libel, which had
been pronounced such by the defendants themselves,
have besn sbused in the most improper manner.—
Gazelle.

There were many no doubt, who, like our-

selves, were much surprised at learning from
Judge Ramsay’s charge that, in this country,
and by the law as it zctumally stands on our
Statute Book, the truth of alibel complaineéd
of, cannot be pleaded in justification by the
dofendant, and may not be proved. Such
however is the law; and as it is the daty of a
Judge, not to make law, but to administer law
such as he finds it ready made for him, it is,
most absurd, indeed worse, to hold up to blame
.His Honor Judge Ramsay, who in the case be-
fore bim, did but confine himself to the striet
performance of judicial functions. Legislative
functions he has none; and therefore he has
no right to set aside, or modify, the law which
he is sworn to administer.

In so far a5 the defendant is comcerned, it
was most fortunate that the question as to the
truth or falsity of the libel complained of, of
the horrible story which he had published
agsinst the plaintiff; could not be gone into,
for if that question had been gone into and
submitted to proof, it would have been proved
that it was a lie, and a wicked lie; as indeed,
aceording to the code that obtains—we do not,
say amongst evangelical men but—amongst gen-
tlemen and Christians, all lies are wicked.—
We, for our part, do not understand how lies
can be defended upon the grounds that they
are published by a moral newspaper editor, for
the glory of God, aud in the interests of soeie-
ty. Such a ples, such an exouse reminds us
of the answer of Dona Inez, who having cruelly
maligned her husband, and being pressed for a
reason, could give none, save,—

tthat her duty both to man and God”
# Required such conduct, which seemcd very odd,”
Don Juan, ¢. 1.

Most fortunate, wo say, was it for the de-
fendant that the truth or falsity of the accusa-
tion published by the Witness against the
plaintiff was not made the subjeot matter of
enquiry ; for otherwise it would have been
proved not only thet it was false, or & lie; but
that it was a lie for which it is impossible to
urge the slightest excuse.

For, bad the moral editors who published it
given themselves any trouble to make enquiries
as to its truth before publishing i, they would
have found that there was not the slightest evi.
dence in its support; that at best it rested on
nothing more solid than the slanderous gossip
of the streets, picked up, and retailed by one
who had no personal kuowledge of the faets of
the case. Had the editors of the Witness, for
instance, but taken the pains, as in duty they
were bound to do, to ask of the reporter, or
seandal monger, who brought them the dirty
story, such obvious questions as these—Have
you personal knowledge of. the truth of the
story whioh you have brought to our office?
Did you, if you have no such personal know-
ledge, receive your information from one, who
was himself an eye witness, and an ear witness
to the truth of the therein alleged facts ? and is
that person prepared to testify over hisown name
and signature to that truth P—had these ques-
tions been asked, wo say, questions which cvery
honest man would have asked before publishing
a ta%e injurious to his neighbor; had these
si!np e preczutions been taken, precautions
which to every one not brought up in evangel-
ioal society, would have immediately suggested
themselves—the unreliableness of the story pub-
published by the Witness against M. Mousseau's
private character would have been manifest; it
would have been seen that, whether true or false,
there was no better evidenco of its truth than
the idle tittle tattle of a gossipping, scandal-
loving, seandal-retailing set of bar-room loafers.
It is no answer to say that the story was be.
lieved to be true, that it was published in good
faith, and without malice, Even the editor of
a “ moral newspaper” -is bound by the law of
charity, the breach or negleet of which law ie
¢ malice;" ot.defeot of that charity which en-

| joius s to'do wnto others'sg we wonld'be done:

AR I

ught ag

press. . Ha . therefore swho. publishes- such:
story, though he be the most moral of ‘moral
editors, vig in conscience, and by ‘the' laws of
charity—the breach or neglect of which con-
stitutes malice—bound first to assure himself
of its truth, - He inust examiine, and earefully
sift the evidenco ; and is bound to accept as suf-
ficient to-morally justify publication, no evi-
dence which would not—if confirmed upon oath
in open Qourt—compel a conscientious jury to
return a verdict of Gruilty against the aceused.
To do this would give trouble, and cause de-
lay no doubt; butwhat then! The newspaper
editor is under no obligation, moral or legal,
to publish at all; but he is under a moral, if
not a legal, obligation not to publish a lie to
the detriment of his neighbor. He who with-
out having taken all these preeautions publishes
an attack on his neighbor, is morally—(what
he may be legally it is for lawyers to say)—
guilty of  malicious libel.” So at least reads
the law of Christianity; so reads the law of
honor which obtains amongst gentlemen,—
“Thou shalt not bear folse witness against thy
neighbor” is 2 law of perpetual and universal
obligation, and from which even editors of
“ moral’ newspapers are not absolved.

And any change which should have the effect
of bringing the law of mah in this matter into
harmony with the moral law, and the laws of
honer, we would gladly hail. We think that
proof as to the truth or falsity of an alleged
libel should be allowed ; and that always, and
in all oases, when its falsity was proved, malice
on the part of the publisher should be assumed,
unless he showed that, before publishing the
story, he had taken every possible precaution to
assure himsel of its truth; and that he had
published it only upon the strength of testi-
mony which, if given upon oath and in a Court
of Justice, would compel a Jury to find a ver-
dict of Guilty, Less than this should never
be allowed to set aside the presumption of
malice oa the part of him who publishes a lie
to the prejudice of his neighbor. We nced not
quote the hacknied lines of the poet; but who
oan tell tha amount of injury dome by the pub-
lication of a false report, even when proved to
be false ? What can ever compensate a noble
lady for the cruel libels ocirculated against her
by a beast like Arthur Orton? who can tell
how deep is the wound inflicted by the libel
published against M. Moussean in the Mont-
yeal Witness? A retractation, however ample,
is but poor compensation for the pain inflicted ;
and so prone are many of mankind to slander,
that an injurious story even when disproved,
will still find multitudes to circulate it, and
affirm its trath,

One word as to the actual position of news-
paper editors, the cireulation of whese journals,
and whose consequent profits, would no doubt,
in many cagses, be injuriously affected were the
principles above laid down to be enforced; for
it is a sad trutb, that that circulation, that
those profits are often mainly due to the repu-
tation which the said editors enjoy of being
ever ready to publish every piece of malicious
gossip that may reach their ears; and of being
diligent panders to the morbid popular lust for
spiey stories, and scurrilous attacks on private
character.

We contend that newspaper editors are but
as are all other private citizens ; that the pos.
session of type and press, confers no privileges;

imposes, and releases from, no obligations, A
newspaper editor goes into the publishing busi.
nees on the same principles and from. the same
motives ag those which prompt one man to go
into the dry zoods business, another man’ to
start a grocery ; the object being, not that of
serving the public—for that is buncombe to be
abhorred of all men—but of making o living

If the dry goods man tries to pass on us shoddy
a8 good broad cloth, and the grocer sends us.
sugar mixed with sand, we do not accept as a
valid excuse the plea that in the exercice of
this important functions as caterers for the
bodily necessittes of the public, they are justi-
fied in so doing, since otherwise they could
searce make a decent living, or compete with
their neighbors, So neither when the news-
paper editor, whose self-imposed business it is
to furnish the public with truthful news, at so
much per annum, paid in advance, substitutes
lies in lieu thereof, can wo accept the annlagous
plen urged in his behalf, that really he has not
time to sift and sort his items, to separate the
sand from the sugar that he sells ws. The
newspaper business is but as any other busi-
uness; with no responsibilities from which the
dry goods business is freo; with no privileges
which the grocery business does not equally
enjoy. As the late Charles Yellowplush, Esq.,
says in one of his letters on this very subject,
and when addressing a literary charagter of his
day—*let us not be proud, and fanoy our-
selves marters of the truth, marters or aposteis,
We are but tradesmen, working for bread, and

‘honestly ; but don’t let’s be prayting pompishl
‘about’ ou_,r ‘ suered-calling." " - gp p L y
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not for righteousness sake.” Let's try and work

5.

‘| effect that < & Shrewsbury bookseller has been

fined" £2 10s." and ‘costs for selling ‘a print
called ¢ Qur National Religion. of the Future,”
containing some very severe earjoatires of the
religion as by law established.” . Far. from us
be it to contest the right, nay the duty of the
civil magistrate to punish by material pains
and penalties the offence of turning religion
into ridicule, or of endeavoring to bring it into
disoredit; but admit the right of the . civil
magistrate to do this, and you have granted all
that was ever done in Catholic countries dur-
ing the so-called ¢ ages of darkmess,” That
in Spain, and other countries, under pretence
of punishing crimes against religion—blasphe-
my, sacrilege and others—many political crimes,
and odious acts were perpetrated, in spite of
the remonstrances of Rome, we may admit;
but we see not how the subjects of a Protestant
government which " arrogates to iteelf, and ex-
eroises the right of inflicting temporal punish-
ments for spiritual offences, can have the im-
pudence to reproach the Inquisition such as it
was established, and countenanced by Rome—
(not as it was afterwards abused and perverted
from its original purpose by some of the secu-
lar governments of Europe)—with being a
spiritual tyranny, and with imposing fetters on
the human conscience. Our ¢ Shrewsbury
bookseller” had as good a right to publish prints
tarning the religion established by law into ri-
dicule, a5 had any of the heresiarchs of the
middle ages, or has had Luther and his follow-
laborers, to denouce and libel the Catholic re-
ligion. If the civil magisirate has no right to
take cognizance of religious offences, then is the
fine lately inflicted on the peccant bookseller of
Shrewsbury, as gross « violation of civil and
religious liberty as was the most atroeious act
attributed -to the Spavish Inqusition; but if
the civil magistrate has such right, then is he
bound to exercise it, and to mse the sword foy
the protection of religion against the agsaults of
its enemies,

Social trouble seems to be imminent in Eng-
land and in some districts the conntry is me-
naced with a peasant war, The agricultural
laborer finds that upon 15s. or 16s. a week ke
czonot support himself and family; be demands
higher wages, and combines with his fellow
workmen to enforce his demands upon the
farmers or cmployers, These will not grant
the asked for increase, and retaliste upon the
Laborer’s Union, by a Farmer's Union, and
answer the “Strike” of the latter with a
“Lock Out” Unless moderate counsels pre-
vail, and of that there seems at present but
little hope, very ugly disturbances may break
out in the rural districts; The Communistie
leaven is at work in Eugland, as well as en
the Continent of Europe; and there is much
in the zctual condition of the English agricul,
tural laberer to cnlist in his behalf the sympa-
thies of the onlooking world.

JEsus AUTEM TACEBAT.— This, s0 we
learn from the Uniac 2 Pernambuco journal,
was the sole reply of the Bishop of Qlinda to
the tribunal before which he was arraigned a8 a
malefactor, for having expelled from the sano-
tuary those who by their presence therein de-
filed i6, * But Jesus held his peace ;" no other
defence of his conduct would the Bishop vouch-
safe to his persecutors.

These were not a little offended ; but there
was amongst them logic cnough {o draw the
conclusion. One member of the tribunal haz-
arded the cbservavion ¢ why he compares him-
self to Christ.”” And then another chimed in
“If 5o he ranks us with Pilate and Caiphns.”
Still the Bishop replied nothing, save only these
words ¢ Jesus autem tacebat.”” These are the
taotics which most perplex the enemies of the
Church, '

A measure is before Parliament for the bet-
ter prevention of the adulteration of articles of
food, Porsons convicted of wilful adulteration
to be liable to a penalty of $100 for a first of-
fence, and imprisonment with hard labor for a
second. This is well in o far agit goes, The
proper punistiment for adulterating, or know-

‘ingly selling udulterated articles of food, drink,

&e., or for using fulse woights and measures
should be whipping, Nothing short of this
will ever stop the infamous crime,

A respeoted correspondent wishes us to in-
sert the following report of an Qrange meeting
lately held at Teromto; -Qur friend should

not troublo himself beoanse of the vulgar ahuse

of these men, . It amuses them no doubt, and
serves as a sort of safety valve for the escapo
‘of their malice; but it does us and our Church
no manner of harm, Why then bother our-
selves about it? - i L

The regular monthly meeting of Loyal Orange

- .

Lodge No. 137 was held in Foy's Half,” Richmond
strect weat, on Tuesday evening, 7th ult,, the Wor-
.ghipful Master, Lieut.-Col. Ogle R. Gowan, -in:the’

chair. - The Deputy Master, Bro. Robert H, Trotter,

occupied tho vice-chair. - ‘After the . transaction of {:

the usual Toutine business .of the lodge, and the ad-
‘misaton’of :one hew membeér by certificate;; the fol-

lowlng resolutions 'were moved -by Mr:James-Boyd |- the milita

tion of one negative to.two of the tesclationg .
- 1.”*Resolved-—That we as Orangemen, ag fs:ithf 1
followers . of ‘the “Immortal - King William, and as.
loyal men, pledged to resist the approaches’of Po o
1y, under whatever guise or form they may presee;
themselves, have read with the déepest sorrow a:d

-regret of the progress that Romanism hag of recent

years heen'making in varjous pertions of th, i
Empire, but -more especially in the very heef,;liﬁg'
citadel of that Empire, old England herself»

2. “Resolved—That while the German and Ang.
trian Empires, Franoe, Spain, and even. Italy meﬁ-
are being roused from the ecclesiastical “fetters b
which they have been hitherto bound to the . Ste ];.
Rome, it is deeply to be deplored that any porﬁo :
of the free goil of Britain should be encumbereq 333‘
pollélted lI:_yhi:htit_’hpoim:onoua seeds of the corrupt
weeds, which eother countries ars now epy, :
casting out.” cngnged in

3. “Resolved—That the lsmentable pervers
of so many of the clergy and laity of tl‘)le 'i:e?g’ﬁﬁﬁ
Church, which are so frequently reported, could not
bave occurred had not the mind of the people be:
prepared for the reception of Romish doctrineg bn
the teaching and practices of men calling themselrey
minikters of the Protestant Church of Englang.» ¢

4. "“Resolved—That of late years similar i.nsidi
ous teachings and practices have been introducegd b-
minjsters_of the Church of England in thig Pro
vince, and are at this tirse and in this very city pro.
ducing the most disastrous fruits, and that we feei
it our bounden duty as a united body of Christian
Protestants to warn all our brethren against the
deadly poison that is now being administered
too many persons, calling themselves Protosuin{
ministers.”

5. ¥ Resolved—That we heartily ‘sympathi i
the officers and members, ag wrell lagrntlzf;1 clerzig:avflzl;
the ¢ Church Association, who are so heartily engaéed
in the good work of preserving evangelical religion
agd in t:'tctmm;ng tl;t; torrent of ‘Tractarian ! or
¢ Puseyi eaching of late years so profu
outh ) ning ¢ y profusely poured

6. Resolved—That we trust the Grand
Lodge of British America will, at its‘r;ext %r::fg
Annual Assembly, elect no mau to discharge the
duties of any office in the Society, whether the
office be that of Chaplain or any other, who is own
to be tainted with the views commonly callé ‘Trac-
tarianism,"but which is in reslity Romanism uader
& Protestant mask.” :

We have much pleasure in inserting and feel
it our duty to call attention by the annexeq
letter to the Rev. James Magee, acknowledg-
ing that worthy priest's services in behalf of
the new Catholic Church in Castlebay,

IBELAND'S ANCIENT FAITH.—CASTLEBAR
NEW CATHOLIO CHURCH~—IRISH-AMERI.
CAN SYMPATHY AND SERVICQE,

To the Very Reo James (Canon) MaGee, P. P,
Albany, N, T, 7. S, Amer ca '

Dear Faraer MaGse—It wonld be difficuit for us
to describe the feelings of pride and gratitude which
the first fruits of your arduous mission amongst our
generous and faithful Catholic race in glorious
America bave been received hero. It wouid be
difficult also to discover a more genuine or more
lofty evidence of the Catholic feeling that lives
amongst our people on that great Continent, where
you 8o love to labor for God, Religion, and for Race,
We pray you to convey our greatest thanks to the
goneroue donors—to the bishops, priiats, clergy,
and people of America who have recognized your’
missfon, and cur efforts in collecting fun’s for the
building of a beatiful Temple to the living God.
The same strong hand, ever faitbfullin the cause of
Religion and Country, our Illustricus Archbishop
that blessed our first efforts iu this undrriaking,
promptly forworded to us a National Bank order
for your valued remittance of £500. Wo have duly
lodged the same in the National Bank here.  We
must not loss the opportuaity ofassaring ycu that the
vigilant and selfreliant efforts of the parishioners
never abated in your absence. The great assurance
‘of success whick we have received from you and
our people in the United States lends a powerful
impetus to our well sustained local collection. Ire-
land’s mission in the clorious and sacred cause of
Religion and education is of ancient date. The
sufferings of our country betimes aronse the bitter
feelings that must cling around the memories of the
past. Iano part of Ireland or of Connaught was there
more suffering or desolation for country and for con-
science wrought than around the old and historic town
of Castlebar. Religion and race have survived all.
The future of Ireland in Religion and Education is
destined to be great and holy, Its sacred soil has
never lost the position it so early reached. From
the four quarters of the Eerth, we gather substantial
proofs of how Ireland's exiled cbildren appreciate
our own determination and devotedness; but above
all and before all the Irish-Americans have been the
quickest to recognise and the mostgenerous to houor
our efforts in the holy cause of Faith and Father-
land. The-people of America are the greatest lovers
of liberty; no people we can iruly say are more de-
voted, or pay greater deference to Foly Religion
and its claims; and nore more blessed than they by
its saving, sacred and civilizing influences, Joined
by the people in the strong feelings of solicitude
and affection for you, of which you have had such
constant proof ; and wishing yout and our American
friends—aur kith and kin-all the blessings snd hap-
piness of the Holy Season,—we remain, Dear Fathes
MaGee, ever faithfnlly and sincerely, :

Patrice Waunnox, Chairman of Committee.

Commitige. :
Jarxws Heveriy
Epwarp M'Mauox
Micmaprn Quine
Tuaomas CundNINGHAN
Epwarn M’Govsg
M. SueniDAN,

Parrick Quinn
JaMES FAULRNFR
WiLtian Gisnoxs
TroMas McCorMACK
Hynes MoAxprew
P, J. Axsnro
WiLriav SravnTon
M. J. Ssarm, CC.
. Morax, ©.C.
‘M. O'ConreLr, C.C.
JosgPH SHERIDAN.
Castlebar, Ireland, Dec, 1873,

- Hon. Seos.

Braokwoon's EpINpURGH MAGAZINE—April,
1874.—The Leonard Scott Publishing Co.,
N e;v York, Messrs. Dawson Bros,, Mont-
real, : : :

The story of A¥ice Lorraine is continued,
and that entitled Disorders In Dreamisland
brought to a conclusion somewhat disappoint-
ing to the reader. An amusing’ Essay.on New
Books, including the Memoirs of the late Mra,
Somerville, the Journal of ‘Andre-Marie-Am-
pere, thie Letires @ Une Inconnue by Prosper
Merimee, and the Life of = lately deccased Dr.
Guthrie, a Scotoh. Protestant minister; comes
next in order, and is an- able, interesting arti-

jole. Then we have. a: continuation: of - the

Story of Valentine and his Brother," which.for
Blackwood is somewhat prosy; néxt comes'an.
amusing article on. Decorations, followed: by a-.
rather dreary: political articlo; and: the pumber -
concludes with-a létter from:an:off
val” Brigade e: Ashantee e

riga
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